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T O 


Lord Vifcount CLARE. 


My Lord, 


A 8 ital merit is averfe to often- 
tation, { could not obtain 
permiflion to dedicate the fubfe- 
/ quent Letters to your Lordfhip 
without an injundion to forbear 
any eulogium on your Lordfhip’s 
Character. 


This injunction, therefore, pre¬ 
cludes .me from.the liberty of fay¬ 
ing the refpeCtful things I cannot 
but.think of Lord Clare’s Literary 
Talents, and Public Services, ef- 

pecially 






iv DEDICATION. 


pecially in the great Afferftbly of 
this Nation. 

• \ 

But I humbly hope’ your Lordr- 
fhip will condefcend to accept this 
fincere, though inconftderable tri¬ 
bute of my gratitude and /elpfd, 
and permit me thankfully' to ac-. 
knowledge the honor conferred on 
a young man, by your patronage 
in this his firft attempt .to; appear 

before the tribunal of the.Public. 

' % ** * • 

I am, my Lord, with great de¬ 
ference, and the higheft refped,' 

■ Yoar Lordf^ip’s moft obliged * ' 
and very humble fervant^ 

Rmstol, 

■ft Feb. 177S» 


. % 


NaTH l . W*axall, Jua, 



Letter t. 


On board the Friendfliip, in the German Ocean* 
Thisrfday, 14th April, 1774. 

‘ 1 * 

I Corifidcr. the injun&ion Which you 
laid on ine at parting, to inforrrf 'you 
constantly and minutely : of all thofe 
events which elucidate the characters or 
manners of the countries through which I 
propofe travelling; as not only doing me 
the higheft honor) but opening to me a 
fource of the mod: elevated and rational 
pleafure. There is a flattering and vir¬ 
tuous pride which we cannot avoid feel* 
ing from the canfeioufncfs, or at leaft the 
hope, that we are opening ftenes of libe¬ 
ral knowledge* and elegant curiofity, to 
B 7 our 
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our listening friends j and to a quod 
Where gratitude prevails; thia is one of 
the moil animating considerations in na¬ 
ture. It ipuft likewife be confefled, that 
the Survey of nations and view of foreign 
and difiimilar modes of adh'ng and think¬ 
ing to our own, is not only formed to en¬ 
large the human mind, and eorredt its 
early prejudices, but is calculated to 
charna and dg&gbt in. a fyprenw degree* 
as it ha& for it’s baits two paffions moft 
powerfully conducing to. pleafurc, I mean 
novelty and admiratke. Sp much, iar 
deed, have travellers in. aU ages been qpn- 
Scions of this bias, in nature, and. So rear 
dy to take advantage of it, that the ok# 
improbable and ridiculous Stations, hayp 
been invented and knpofed upon, the crcr 
dulity of mankind, recourfe has been had 
to the marvellous, and the imagination 
entertained by amuiiftg recitals of man?* 
tiers.and actions which never exiSbed 

but 
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feu# the age of impofition on one fide, and 
of credulity on the other, teems now to 
be over t truth and found knowledge are 
introduced into fubjedts where formerly 
they tcarce ever intruded. Mankind are 
become mote iceptical, and refufe to be 
anrafed with fuperftitious legends, or the 
wanton falhes of a luxuriant and fertile 
imagination. The refinement and civile 
nation of modern mann&s has rendered 
it no difficult matter to infpedr kingdoms 
and provinces, to which accefe was for¬ 
merly barred by bigotry, barbarifm, and 
want of all police. Even Spain herfelf is 
not now impervious to curiofity, and fu- 
perflition is declining in thefe her favo¬ 
rite dominions. Notwithstanding this 
diminution; of the traveller’s powers of* 
entertainment, by excluding any addrefc 
to the imagination, there are Hill obje&s 
fisfficseat left to charm; the attentive and 
embus mind* 

B a 
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. Some parts of the globe are, howe^ef# 
infinitely more exuberant and rich in the 
materials for producing elegant delight 
than others. In fome they are fo wan* 
tenly and ple’nteoufly fcattered, that' flu* 
pidity itfelf muft catch fome portion of 
their power of pleafing. In others they 
lie deeper beneath the fiirface, and like 

i » 

unpolifhed gems only glitter in the eye of 
clear and perfpifcuous obfervation.—Such 
are the kingdoms which I am about to 
vifit, covered during many months with 
fnow, and wrapt in all the horrors of a 
polar winter: unpolilhed in their man¬ 
ners, and flill retaining the veftiges of 
Gothic ignorance, they prelent not many 
charms to tempt the traveller. The Ro¬ 
man arms never penetrated into thele in- 
hofpitable climes, nor is the Antiquarian 
allured to pafs their fnows by the vener¬ 
able remains of amphitheatres, temples, 
and naumachiae. Yet even in. thele 


remote 
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remote and inclement kingdoms, are the 
feeds of knowledge fcattered j and if the 
mind receives no pleafure from the reflec¬ 
tion of their paft greatnefs or refinement, 
yet may .it be enlarged and improved from 
the confideration of their prefent compa¬ 
rative power and importance in the fcale 
of Europe. I purpofe, as you know, to 
vifit the three northern capitals, and to 
(pend fome fmall time in each, though 
probably more in St. Peterfburg than ei¬ 
ther of the other two, as 1 regard it by 
far the greateft objedt of true curiofity; 
We are now beating againft a contrary 
wind, and heaven only knows when a 
better may fpring up. I (hall continue 
this fhcct on my landiqg. 


® 3 


THIS 
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Copenhagen, Tnefday flight, 19th April, 1774, 

morning I rofe with the (an, 

to land on the ifland of Zealand, at. 

Blfinoor; it was a pleafent day, though 

cold. I p re fen ted my letters of introduce 

tkm to the Englifh conful (Mr. Fenwick] 

who received me very politely; and as ho 

was much engaged with a multitude of 

(hips which camo in at the fame time 

with ua, be lent a domeftic to attend mo 

over the Caftlc of Croidberg. This for* 

trefe (lands at the narrowed part of that 

channel, which is called the Sound, and 

was doubtlefs intended to command the 

entrance of it; whether it would be able 
« 

now to prevent a fleet of men of war 
from pafflng it, I however much queft 
tion. It is a fine Gothic chateau or palace, 
built early in the laft century by Chriftian 
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thfe iVth, and was then often honored 
With the royal relidehce. It is of a fqnare 
forth, and within is a fine quadrangle. 
The turrets at the corners are very (u- 
perb, and in the moil improved ftyle of 
Gothic architedure. They (hewed me fe- 
Vefal large apartments, which are dill de¬ 
nominated the king’s: there is nothing, 
however, in them, but iome gilt leather 
Chairs of equal antiquity* with the caftle, 
and feveral daubihgs of their king’s pran¬ 
cing about on white deeds. I defired to 
fee die chambers which were occupied by 
her prefent majedy during her confine¬ 
ment here, I mean the queen Matilda, (o 
lately dethroned ; but they are, I find, 
thofe in which the colonel cammandant 
fefides, who it feerris had humanity and 
politenefs enough to refign his during her 
day, as the royal apartments were not fit 
at that inclement feafon of the year when 
(he was brought down here, it being the 
B 4 feven- 



Seventeenth day of January 1772, tore* 
reive any perfon. They are vaft unfur ▼ 
nifhed hideous bare halls, never warm in 
July, I Ihould fuppofe. 

While I was looking about in the court 
below, a poor flave * fettered came up,, 
and taking off his cap, add refled me in 
French ; I was charmed to meet with any 
thing with which I could converfe j for 
the Danifh centinel who accompanied me 
Could only tranfmit his ideas in his own 
language, which 1 underftood no more 
than the Chinese. I therefore begun a 
converfatjon with the French captive, and 
afked him, if he was here when the 
queen Matilda was confined ? Ah 1 
JVlonfieur! faid he, 1 faw her every 

f His crime moft probably was theft, as all mifde- 
tneanors are punilhed with the Danes by fervitude in 
pbains a longer or thorfe? time. 
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day) I had the hdnor a tourner la broehe 
for her majedy’s dinner j (he even pro^. 
moled to endeavor to procure me giy li¬ 
berty. I affure you, addled he warmly, 
(he was la princeffe <fu monde la plus aitna~ 
He l Whether the fellow faid this becaufc 
he apprehended it would pleafe an En- 
glHhman, or whether it was the genuine 
effufion of refpedful gratitude, I cannot 
fell i but certainly it produced the effedt 
on me he wilhed. I could not refill .the 
force of his coippliment to an Englilh and 
injured queen-—I put my hand in my 
pocket, and gave him fome half dozen (li¬ 
vers } dot was jt, I mud pwn, either ge* 
peral philanthropy, or private commife- 
ration, which drew mod of them out— 
|t was Matilda gave them, and I bid hint 
fhank her, not me, 

i 

There is a little hunting feat or palace 
about a quarter of a ipile from Elfinoor, 

where 
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where the king drives down frequently 
for & ffew hours in the furtimet\ Thdre i* 
nothing worth feeing in or about the 
building; but the profpedt from the tobt 
h beautiful beyond exprefflod: it looks 
down on the town of Elfinoor end Caftle 
of CrOnlberg, and commands beyond 
theie the Sound and coaft of Sweden fdtf 
a vaft way* The town of Helfifnborg in 
Sweden, which is exactly oppofite, forms 
a fine objedt. I think it one of the moll 
elegant and pidturefque landscapes I eVef 
.forveyed. 1 peeped into the Danith 
church here—The woman carried me up 
to thp high altar, which was entirely co¬ 
vered with a curtain; and the boy who ac¬ 
companied me told me it was very fine, 
I expected a Corregio, or a Raphael, and 
wondered how they had -got any fuch 
piece of painting. However, on drawing 
ufide the veil, I found it was only a col- 
leftion of faints, martyrs, and apoftles In 

. wooden 
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wooden alto relievo, all drefled oat In 
gold leaf, with king Christian tfie Vtb, I 
believe it was, in the middle of them, 
who foemed to dare Hke a man in araatse* . 
, meat; probably, at finding himftlf in 
fuch company: 1 was difappointed, and' 
yet could not help finding at my miftake. 

In this. fituation I continued looking at 
the gaudy figures, while the woman kind¬ 
ly read me a long Danjfh differtation j I 
fuppofe, on the hiftory of the altar.—On 
turning round, I found myfcif furrounded 
by a number of yellow-haired boys and 
girls, who had formed themfelves into 
a fjenu-circle to look at the ftranger. f 
was as much pleafed to look at them, as, 
they could be at me; and felcding one 
of the girls, whofe cheveux blondins hung, 
down on her neck in loofe diforder, 
and whofe whole figure was a beauty in 
miniature, for I fuppofe (he could not 

• 

count above eleven years— I went up td 

her 
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her and prefen ted her a ftiver in a manner, 
which faid,' as well as mute eloquence 
Could exprefs it, 'tis your pretty form, 
fweet maid, which draws this prefeot—» 
The detur pulcbriori was not more legibly 
written by the hand of nature on Paris'* 
apple, than it was on my bit of diver j 
but my goddefs was too young, and too 
innocent, to read it, 

Mr. Fenwick’s bock, and what was 
fen times more powerful, his lady's com~ 
pany and conver&tion, detained me at 
Elfinoor till four o’clock or later, and I 
had then twenty-two miles to go in <a 
chaife to Copenhagen. This vehicle, 
which was an indefinable fomqwhat, be¬ 
got by a coach upon a cart, and partaking 
very much of both kinds, was drawn by 
four little Danifh horfes j and nptwith- 
ftanding it appeared to me when I got 
into it, furmounted as it was with trunk* 

and 
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and hay for the horfes, very ill calculated* 
for fpeed, yet the fellow, who was at 
laughing, merry, talkative Darie, whined 
his cattle fo frequently and fo well, that 
I got to the capital about nine o’clock, 
which in this country is driving at a great 
rate. 

I did not admire the appearance of ob¬ 
jects between Elfinoor and this place; 
but, indeed, 1 muft confefs, 1 faw them 
through a very bad medium, as I could 
not keep myfelf warm the whole way, 
tho’ I wrapt myfelf up in my great coat. 
The day clofed-in a good league before I 
reached the metropolis, and 1 was in¬ 
debted to the moon for her light the reft 
of the road. After they had ftopt me at 
the gates, enquired my name, and fearched 
my trunks, I was fet down at the inn, 
where I now am, oppofit© the royal pa- ' 
lace.—But I can write no more. ’Tis 

midnight. 
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midnight, and you may imagine, after the 
adventures of the day, I {han’t quarrel 
with my pillow. 

So good night! 
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LETTER II. 

Copenhagen, 25th April, *7744 

I Have now been here near a week, and 
begin to find that a ftranger may fpend 
his time not unpleafantly. But before I 
'proceed to foreign affairs, let nae give you 
fame account of the domeftic odes; I am 
lodged, as 1 think I mentioned to you in 
my laft, at an excellent inn, or rather ho¬ 
tel, immediately oppofite the palace, and 
my chamber commands a very complect 
profped of it and the haven which fepa- 
rates us. It is not, however, the fituation 
of this hotel, or the entertaining landfcape 
if. commands, which form, in my eftimate 
qbje&s, its greate# charm.—"There is 
yeft another. When I am not particularly 
. engaged, in company, I always dine at the 

landlord’s 
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landlord's table, which is very well iertedj 
and where'I have been happy enough to 
make two or three moil agreeable ac-* 
quaintances, of* whom more by and by; 
At prefent I will give you fome account 
of my landlord.—He has, you muft know 
then, three daughters; whodrefs their heads 
to advantage, curtfy moft civilly io my 
bows, apd are well difpofed to oblige}— ! 
but all thefe will only excite complacency* 
and go no deeper. There is yet a fourth, 
who, in my eye, unites in her perfon a 
thoufand times the attra&ions of the other 
three.—She is by birth a Norwegian, and 
lives, as 1 find, near Chriftiania in Nor* 
way, but is now here on a vifit: her com¬ 
plexion is too ruddy, and her perfon has 
too much of the embonpoint , to be deem¬ 
ed handfome in England * yet even 
among us fhe would be admired. X have 
bowed the knee to her from the firft mo* 
ment 1 faw her, and have talked to her 

continually i 
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tontinudly ; nay, even faid all that the 
fight of innocent beauty may be fuppofed 

to didate, to a heart not unfufceptible of 

/ 

its foft impreffions.-*—How I faid them, I 
leave you to judge from your own feel¬ 
ings, fince language conftitutes no part of 
our interchange of ideas, as I am unhappy 
enough not to fpeak Daniih, and the can 
convetfe in no other. But the nioft ani¬ 
mated expreffion of admiration may be 
conveyed without the aid of words or 
founds i and'there is a language, and that 
an eloquent one too, which is given by 
bounteous nature in common to the inha¬ 
bitants of England and of Norway, 

8he fometimes plays to me On an inftru- 
ment which refembles our fpinnet, and 
which they call a pantaloon.—‘She ac¬ 
companies the mulic with her voice, and 
lings me twenty Danifh fongs from a 
book which ufually lies on the table, I 
C do 
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do not apprehend that the language is 
much better calculated in itfdf for har- 
toony, than the Dutch or Fleraiflt; and 
> yet, by what fascination I bnowuot, lam 
more delighted than ever I was at hearing 
the fineft of Metaftafio’s Arrias from Cae- 

cdia Davies’s mouth. There .is one; in 

/ , 

. particular which has fomething it) it pccu- 
Jiarly touching •, and as She turns over the 
leaves, I flop at that, lay my finger pa it, 
and humbly requeft in that language I 
. mentioned before, that fhe will oblige me 
with it. When fhe has done, I take her 
•hand, and while I pref$ it to .my lip&they 
inform her, that fhe has’ not played to a 
heart incapable of tailing the delights, 
which beauty and harmony united: mud 
ever produce. You may laugh at this 
. dumb t6te a t&te if you pleafc j and, per* 
haps, if I' was inclined toburlefque in* 
Head of admire it; I could rayfelf fuppofe 
it fometimes ridiculous enough. — Let 

that 
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liiat be at it may, I can only &y the time 
flips uripei'ceived away in this occupation, 
and it is at leafi; an agreeable relaxation and 
alternative from the more, nbify amuse¬ 
ments, or frOm the clofer applications of 
the mind: but you inuft not therefore 
imagihe, that flic engroffes my whole time ' 
or attention j I have been employed in 
viewing feveral objcdts of curiofity in this 
capital; 

1 was accompanied this morning, by 
two gentlemen, tb Count Moltcic's pa¬ 
lace. It is very fplendid, arid a fine taite 
Is (hewn in the colle&ion of the paintings 
which cover the grand drawing-room. 
They are as much fuperior in excellence, as 
'they are inferior in number, to thofe I 
have feen in the king’s cabinet of curiofi- 
* ties t or; as it is Called here, the Mufeum. 
This laft I have likewife feen once ; but 
m-I intend reviiiting it, and it contains a 
C 2 number 
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number of curious and extraordinary pro* 
dudions peculiar to the, Danifh .domi¬ 
nions, I fhall mention k by and by in a 
future letter. 

The round tower here is very lingular. 
—It was built by Chriftian the IVth, under 
whom the celebrated Tycho Brahe flou- 
rilhed, and defigried for an obferyatory. 
—There is not a fingle Hep in it, though, 
very lofty.—You afcend by a Ipiral road, 
of near fourteen feet broad, from the bot¬ 
tom to it’s fummit. A profelfor, who 
ihewed me over it, allured me, that ope 
of their king’s, Chriftian the Vth as I re¬ 
coiled, drovejn his carriage up and dovyn 
it; and he even produced a book, as I 
doubted it, to prove the veracity of his af- 
fertion. I mult own it may be ealily 
done, though probably at feme rifk of the. 
driver’s neck. 

Wast 
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1 ^ ' 

Was it not for the fair Norwegian, 
with whom, after all, it mull be owned 
t could wifti to converfe with the tongue, 
as well as the eye or hand, I find hardly 
any inconveniency refulting from my ig¬ 
norance of the Dani/h language. • Every 
perfon of fafhion /peaks. French, and ma¬ 
ny of them Engli/h. The gentlemen of 
the army and navy here in particular, are 
almoft univerfally ufed to thefe lan¬ 
guages :—they are, at leaft feveral of them. 
with whom I have fallen into company, 

.... • » f 

extremely di/pofed to treat a ftranger with 
every mark of urbanity and politenefe. 
One of them has already promifed to ac¬ 
company me over the ifland of Zealand, 
and to be my conductor on a tour I pro- 
ppfe making to fee the royal palaces ; and 
l am engaged to-morrow morning with 
two others, to view a private collection of 
natural curiofities, which I am told is 
made with great ta/te and judgment. 

C 3 The 


* 


f *2 I 

The weather is dill very cold 4 mk»<-v 
we have had hail almoft every day fince? 
my arrival j nor are there as yet any markq* 
of that fweet feafon, which the Italians fo 
juftly denominate the gioventu del anno , 
bat'which is pretty much unknown to 
Danifh poets. Indeed, I apprehend the. 
year is more properly divided here into the 
fummer and winter, than as with us into 
four feafons. A fliort fpmmer fucceeds 
to the long feries of cold and darknefs, 
which environs them from Odober till 
April i and during this period, they often 
experience very great heats for a few 
days, or fometimes weeks. Certainly 
man is much affe&ed by physical caufes, 
and one is not furprifed to find the ele¬ 
gant arts chiefly confined to luxurious 
and fouthern climates, and faintly railing 
their heads amid thefe fnowy and inhof- 
pitable regions, where the inhabitants! 
item in fome degree to partake of the af- 
Z peritie^ 
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. peritks of their foil, and where royal mu¬ 
nificence, however unbounded, can only 
raifea few fiekly and ftraggling plants* 

, ■ ■ -U _ # 

They feem to have a great turn for po¬ 
liticks here, and as it may not be quite fo 
fafe to infpedfc too deeply into the conduct 
of their own fovereign and ilatefinen, they 
make themfelves Tome amends by inte- 
refting themfelves In thole of the English 
nation. 1 am alked a thoufand queftions 
here, in every company, about the inha¬ 
bitants of Bolton, and relative to the 
Ealt India af&irs. They * are unanimous' 
in opinion, that the colonies will be foon 
abfolutely free; and they give me a look 
of incredulity, and a fignifioant lhake of 
the head, when I allure them that all wilt 
terminate quietly, that Bolton mult fub- 
mit, and that government have uniformly 
f mbraced the molt gentle, mild, and pa- 
C 4 rental 



, ; r h ] 

rental meafure*, confidentwith kgjif&tki 
and fubordinatipn; and. the fpirit and 

i 

avowal of refinance in the republjean^Maf-. 
fachufetS-Bay men, confidered. I fee they 
don’t believe me, and I am obliged to re¬ 
fer them to futurity for the teft of. my 
afiertiofls. 

So few perfons vifit this metropolis or 
kingdom from motives of enriofity, that 
they are' quite furprifed when 1 allure 
them-I have no fort of bulinefs here, and 
am only employed in the fearch-of know-* 
ledge, Indeed*. I apprehend) a month or 
five weeks is fully adequate -to the com¬ 
pletion of thefe purpofes, and I fhallnot 
delay my departure an hour after that 
time, 

There is no face of indqftry or bufinefs 
here ; and Copenhagen, though one of the 
fineft ports in-the world, can boaft of lit¬ 
tle 
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tk dnuonte. The- public places die 
fiMcdi witk officers either in the land-or 
feafervice, and- they appear to conftitute 
three-fourths-of the audience atthecome- 
dy*and the opera. The number of force? 
are, indeed, much too large for this little 
kingdom, which has not. been engaged in 
war thefe fifty years. They can boad, 
’tis true, a vad extent of dominion; but of 
what importance, are the barren and al- 
rnofl uninhabited mountains of Norway 
and Lapland, firetching to the-pole; or 
the plains of Iceland, where the inhabi¬ 
tants are yet, and will probably ever re¬ 
main, in the mod profound barbarifm ? 
Their German dominions in Holdein are 
by far the mod rich, and furnifh a large 
part of the royal revenue. There needs, 
indeed, no dronger proof of the poverty of 
the kingdom, than the fcarcity of fpecie. 
I have feen no gold, and hardly any diver. 
They pay every thing in- paper j and if 

you 
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you lofe a Angle dollar at the card-table, 
or the billiard-table, it is given in a bill, 
I received two hundred rix-dollars yefter* 
day morning, and not a Angle one in mo* 
flcy, 
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Copenhagen, Friday, 29th of April, 17^4, 

I Shall continue my remarks on the chief 
objedtsof curiofity here. I went Wed- 
nefday morning with a party of ladies to 
fee the palace of Rofenbourg. It was 
cpnftrutted, as I am affured, by our cele¬ 
brated Inigo Jones, and Hands in the 
middle of a large garden. It is fmall, 
and at prefeiit very little ufed by the king, 
or royal family. There is an air of anti¬ 
quity in all the apartment?, tapeftry, an4 
furniture, which is not difpleafing, and 
imprelTes with refpedt. The grand fala 
or dining-room in particular, is in fhi? 
fiyle. The hangings, which are not ill 
executed, reprefent the various actions by 

fea and land, which diverfified the antient 

• %. ...... ... ... 

wars 




E 28 J 

wars between the Swedes and Danes,,who 
feexn always to have had the fame national 
rivalfhip and animofity, which the French 
and Englifh are diftinguiihed for in Eu¬ 
rope, and which, ’tis probable, they will 
ever in fome degree retain. At one end 
of this grand apartment, are. three filver 
liOns as large as the life, who feem, by the 
ferocity and rudenefs of their appearance, ‘ 

deiigned to characterize the age and na- 

\ 

tionirr which they were caft.' It is a fort 
of favagemagnificence, which ftrikes more 1 
geminate and luxurious times with won¬ 
der, to introduce fuch forms into a ban¬ 
queting room of iftate. Here are.feveral 
fmall cabinets full of curious rarities, 
which the various fovereigns of Denmark 
have fucceffively collected, and left to 
their pofterity. Many of them are iritrin- 
fically valuable} others, only preferved 
from fome event or accident connected 
with them. Among the firft is a fatidle. 


on 
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on which Chriftian the IVth made a fort of 
triumphal entry into Copenhagen. It is 
covered with pearls, diamonds, and other' 
precious Hones, and the fpurs are of gold, 
enriched with jewels. The coat worn by 
the king, and a light helmet on the fame 
occ/dion, are likewife'covered with pearl. 
I forget the fum at which it was then efli- 
mated ; but you may eahly fuppofe it to 
be immenfe. They preferve like wife, 
with great care, a handkerchief of this 
prince dyed with his blood, from a wounft 
he received by a ball which deprived him' 
of an eye. The man who accompanied 
us, fhewed me, with exultation in his 
countenance, a fword of Charles the Xllth 
of Sweden : it is juft fuch a fword as fuch 
a monarch may be fuppofed to have ufed, 
and would well become the meaneft fol- 
dier: it, ijideed, evinces his ftrength and 
vigorous frame of body, by it’s fize and 
weight. I queftlon whether his prefent 

majefty. 
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toajefty of Denmark could heave it, add 
-1 think 1 may be fure he could not draW 
it. Hie blade is at leaft four feet long; 
and both the hilt and guard are entirely 
compofed of brafs. 

I could not help ftniling when I entered 
the chamber in which Chriftian the iVth. 
died. There are, indeed, fome figures in 
it which may not improperly be called cfe- 
leflial and angelic; but they are rather ill 
calculated for the regards of aft "expiring 
man, and would better become thvcabi- 
’ net of a young and elegant voluptoafy. 
I remarked this to our conductor, vfho 
only (hook his head, fhrugged his fhouW- 
ers, but faid nothing. If his majefly had 
been a muflulman, I fhould have fuppofed 
he defigned them as reprefentative of the 
Houris, in whofe arms he was fb fbon'to 
repofe his wearied virtue, and forget t!he 
toils annexed to royalty: but it fiends he 
died a Lutheran. 


The 
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The gardens of this paltce conftitftjte 
One of the chief diverfioos of the city* &s 
they are.always open, and oo feftivals.or 
vSundays, are cfouded with' company. 
They are large, but not laid out with 
tafte, or adorned with any productions of 
’ art, one ilatue only excepted of Hercules 
vanquishing the Nsemean lion, which 
Hands under a portico raifed to defend it 
from the inclemencies of the weather. 
This is of Italian workmanship, and the 
artiil has found means to difplay great 
anatomical fkill and beauty in the attitude 
and muicles of the hero, who by an extra- 
. ordinary exertion of ftrength, forces open 
and breaks the jaw of his adver&iy. 

• I went yefterday to fee the private cpl» 
ledion of rarities, paintings, &c. I men¬ 
tioned to you before. It is made by a 
Monfieur Spangler, who, I apprehend, is 
we^l known in the literary world. He is 

b y 
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by birth a Swift, but his urbanity and 
Earning haVe made him a citizen of the 
world. 1 have always found the great 
end good to jbie of no country. .His pie¬ 
ces of .painting are, for a private indivi¬ 
dual, numerous, and yet very fcledt. Ma¬ 
ny of them have been prefented by the 
mailers themfelves, as tributes of friend* 
thip or admiration, mado to his genius or 
his heart. They are, indeed, moftly the 
production of German, Dutch, and Flera- 
ifh artifls. He is a fine mechanic and 
anatomift, and has fome pieces of work- 
manihij> in both thofe branches of fci- 
ence, cut by himfelf in ivory, which are 
chefs d’oeuvres. j[ was not furprized to. 

Jr* * « * * ■ • *• * 

hear him call Dr. Fothergill his intimate 
friend, or to find that he kept up the do- 
left correfpondencc with the celebrated, 
Ijdnnajus in Sweden. I allured him of my, 
intention to vifit that great man in his rer. 
treat at Upfal, and that l had already pro^ 
7 cured 

V 9 
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Cured tetters of introduction to him. lit 
juftice to Denmark, I ought to add, that 
his late majefty made this gentleman; 
keeper of the Miifacum, and that he en¬ 
joys a very ea Cj competence. I was 
charmed to find that his elevated under-* 
(landing, and Uncommon talents* had not 
allied him to poverty* 

I have been into all the churches here# 
whether German* French* or Danifii j 
but it it not in Lutheran places of devo-^ 
tion, one mull; fearch for the productions 
of art and elegance: Madonnas and Mag* 
dalens are confined to catholic Walls, and 
form one of the mod enviable parts of the 
Roman form of worlhip and decoration* 
There is one church here, indeed* where 
they have placed fix ftatues of plaifter be* 
fore the high altar. As they have armed 
two of thefe with monftrous gilt fwords* 
as big as Charles.the Xllth’s* and a third 
D it 
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is employed in blowing a trumpet, 1 
muft own I took them, at firft fight, for at 
kind of guard .drawn up to defend the 
holy place j but on a nearer approach, I 
. found, (probably for fear of fuch a tnifc 
take) that they had ehriftened them ally 
. and- placed their names, fcveraUy 1 and rfe*» 
ipedively, at their feet. To four of them 
they have applied the Jewiih appellations 
of the angels, which occur in feripture, 
Gibrieli Urifl, Raphael# and Michael* 
but unhappily when they had got & fay# 
having yet two namcleft figures., and,l»o 
snore angelic titles they feem to ha^e 
been at a fad lofs: under, one of them 
they have put the word Cherub, and left 
it undetermined who he might be; .aad 
to the other, is affixed Jeremiell. Who 
Jeremiell is, I don’t know. I (hould bfvp 
thought it to be the prophet Jeremiah, 
only a little altered in one iyllable of hi* 
2 name. 
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fekn)e,..and to confirm this fufpicion;he 
bolds a took in his hand : tot then he 
tos a paif qf wings, which puzzle one 
fcoqfoup^ly. .Ipould not fatisfyjny^elf 
quite shfiM tWs perfonagej and muft leave 
it,,to, ku?g the Vth, who built 

the storch and put up the j^atues> to an- 
fwer for , to* own works* and unfold the 

ta ami U , 

. * ’ , • . ‘ A 

i ' - » 

The police of CopQntogtft is exceed¬ 
ingly gotjd» and' xme may walk through 
file whole city at tpidaigbt-with the paaft 
perfeA fefety. No robberies* no afiafii- 
nations heard ofi They wear no cloaks* 
! hor conceal any ftillettos under their ha- 
• bits* as in. the fouthern kingdoms of Eu¬ 
rope; Indeed* it is ufually almo# as 
.quiet here at eleven o’clock at night,, as 
in a country village* and fcarce a coach 
rattles through the ftrects. 
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* 

I don't apprehend this lapit&f can be 
kboVethe fourth part’of fHe‘fete* df Lon* 
don, poflibly'ndt'fo much*.' *it is fortified 
towards the land by a fofffc, always FulloF 
water. Tiieflrccti are commonly of 4 
good breadth, and' the hotafcs very neat 
and handfbme. There ' i6 one very beau¬ 
tiful place here, which approaches hearer 
to a circus than a fquare j each fide of 
divifion of which is only one palace, and 
in the center iS an ^ueftritt§ r, ftatue in 
bronze’ of the' late king' Freddie the 
Vth. I nidfir own T was'touch morb 
pleafed 'with this, than with the ’Place db 
Vidoires at Parish and think if has a 
much better efife&i 

I have how Written a long letter, and 
muft put an end to it, as the poll: goes for 
England to-MorroW. I lhall yet flay 
here a fortnight, and in my next you may 
exped an account of the conrt« They 


are 


are. all in town at prefent, and don’t go 
into the country thefe three weeks, as I 
am informed. Adieu! | am, ever, 

' . * ' i ’ •. ‘ ... *- 

~ • My dear Sir, 

Your moft devoted, &c. 



■f38 


BETTER IV. 

Copenhagen, > Tuefdiy, 3d of May, *77^. 

1 

I Plomifed in my laft letter to give you 
Tome little account of the court. I 
piuft, however, premife, that I have not 
had the honour of being prefented to the 
fovereign here, as is cuftomary witfy 
grangers from the other kingdoms of Eu¬ 
rope. It is fufficient that I am an Eh- 
glifhman, not to wiih it; and, indeed, 
with fo jealous an eye are we regarded, at 
prefent, in this capital, that I can allure 
you, becaufe I have it from the moft re- 
jfpe&able and inconteftible authority, that 
fo little an individual as myfclf, fo hum¬ 
ble and unknown a traveller as I am, i$ 
pot only publickly talked of, but even 
fufpedted as a fpy, becaufe I come 
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#fora England, and have no avowed mo¬ 
tive, except curiofity and knowledge. I 
have never, therefore, been at the levee, 
which is every Friday; but I go to' the 
drawing-room, and mingle unnoticed a- 
mong the crowd: I was there laft night, 
when his majcfty, the queen dowager, and 
prince Frederic the king’s brother, were 
prefent. To give you a picture of the 
court, as it now exifts, I muft carry you 
back to the time of the late celebrated, 
and unhappy favorite. Count Struenfee. 
: I have made it ray endeavor, fince my ar¬ 
rival here, to gain the moil authentic and 
unprejudiced intelligence refpe&ing him, 
and the late extraordinary revolution which 
expelled a queen from her throne and 
. kingdom,, and brought the mraiders to 
the fcaffold. I (hall only inform you of 
fome few anecdotes, which elucidate his 
. character, and with which you may be 
^acquainted; though, as I neVer perufed 

. * P 4 ih? 
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tfae primed account of; his life-and tda^ 
Which appeared’ ia ,JE»giand,. you moft 
C*e«fe me tfl$epcat what yog have feeq 
lli(r6f ■* * * »* - 

;' &mieo#c, as you knew, had -not any 
peblpWood in bis vein*,' or coofofueoriy 
any.hereditary and prefcwptive title to dM 
immediate guidance of affkirs of ftato, 
Fortune,-'and a train of peculiar circuit*-- 
{fences, coinciding whl* .-bis oWn talent! 
and addrefs, feerti to have drawn hirp.froin 
his origtnarioediocjnty of cbndttfen, abd 
placed iriip in hn devoted ranh. * He ori¬ 
ginally. prkiSlied tphy^ciat Altoiia on the 
Elbe, and afterwards attended the ptefent 
fcing of'Denmark on’his travels into Eir* 
'gland, m quality of pbyfieian. On hi* 
Return, he advanced by rapid ftrides in the 
royal fayOri and teems to have eminently 
y>6 defied the powers of. pleating, fince he 
Was equally the favorite pf both the king 

an4 
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gbd .qoctn;'::. lie. was iovcffcecf podr. the 
atftt of St ..Matilda* inftjtutod in boon 
pf the queen, pentad a cotidt, and pof? 
feffed unlimited minifterial power ;. id* 
condud. jij this fudden and uncommon 
ynineoeg, njarbs a bold and dating 
poind; perhaps l night add. an expanded 
and patriotic heart, Uoawedby tbepi$ T 
sarious tenure of courtly greajaefs, and 
more peculiarly of his own, he began a 
general reform. The flate felt him 
'through ail her members.: the finances, 
phanpery, apny, navy, noblcs. peafants— 
aU.wfcre fenfible of his influence. He not 
pply didated, but penned his replies to 
every important question pr difpstch ; and 
.a petition, or a feheme of public import 
pad utility, rarely waited two hours fqr 
an anfwer. At prefent, J apvtold, yo,u 
snay be .two months without, receiving 
pny. The civil judicature of tips capital 
fhen yefled to thifty amgiflrates. 

. Struenfee 
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Struenfee lent a mcfikge -to this tribunal,, 
demanding to know-the annual jfalary or 
pfcnfion annexed to each member: rather 
alarmed at this enquiry,' they fent an an- 
fwer, in which they diminished their 
emoluments two thirds, and eftrmated 
them at 1500, inftead of 4000 rix-dol- 
lars.* The count then informed them, 
that his majefty had no farther occafioq 
for their fervices, but in his royal munifi- 
pence and liberality, was gracioafly pleafed 
to continue to them the third part of their 
avowed incomes, as a proof of his fatis-r 
faction With their condudh He at the 
fame time constituted another court, 
pompofed only of fix perfbns of approved 
integrity, to whom the fame power was 
delegated. He proceeded toi purge the 
chancery, and other bodies of the law. 
Then entering on the military depart-. 

• A p«ce, wise about 4a. €cL Englifli. 


meqt 
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fuent, he, at one ftroke, brake aH thf 
hprfe-guards, and a f terwards die regk> 
meat of Norwegian foot-guards, the fined 
corps in the fervice, and who were ndt 
dilbanded without & fliort, but very dan** 
gerous fedition. Still proceeding in thit 
falutary, but mod critical and perilouO 
achievement, he ultimately began to at¬ 
tempt a diminution of the power of the 

J % 

nobles, and to fet the farmers and pea- 

* 

fants at perfect liberty. You mud not,-*-* 
you will not wonder that he fell a viftiiq 
to fuch meafures, and that all parties 
joined in his deftru&ion, ■ : Thefc were 
his real crimes, and not that he was too 
acceptable to the queen, which only 
formed a'pretext. It was the minifter, 
: and not the man, who had become Ob¬ 
noxious. I do not pretend, in the latter 
capacity, either to excufe or condemn 
• him } but as a politician, I rank him with 
(he Clarendons and the Mores, whom 

tyranny, 
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^ , if • . - * * 7 **Tt 

r^tzmny; nfjiuHic bafenefsr. and-want m * 
virtue* hav£ brought, in ahiioft every age^ 
loviiuhtiriiioly and ignominious exit; but 
to whofe memory impartial pofterity have 

jdone ample juftice, Yet 1 mull avow^ 

• * * 

•Ofcat though I cannot think Struenlee 
«alt : « badittfe, yet he certainly 4nade 5 i 
eiolentandimprudcnt one, of hircitenfivc' 
•power, He fecms, ifone may judge, from 
-bis tr^have been in dime meafuro 

jntoaricatodrwkh royal fator, and fuch ae- 
rctmiulatedhonora, -and not-to have advert- 1 
?ed ftrfHeiefitljMo die examplcswhich hif- 
teayfbfid&ds^fWolfey* in former days, 

, and of -Ghoidiula in modern times, who 
. ,moft fhakingly-evince the fflppefy founda¬ 
tion of peiiticai grandeur/ When he was' 
•mn prefled-o&ly a-lhort ttme;bcforeh?a 
-ic^ atreVuto^rathdraw from court, and pafs 
r-diesBelts^twiah the moil ample fccurfty for 
hinanauatiemittaenteffortyi fifty, a hurt - 
i dwdrthnnfiMd ebllari,. amtmfrappy fasci¬ 
nation 





t « i 

fiatkrti detained hiitoj in dfiiAni# ot cvcef 
warnings aud,re$rved him foc the psifott 
and the block. -The queen dowager,-^** 
prince Fre<jork» wcre only thc ic«bfeoin- 
ftmftjcrttt to produce thiscataftropbe* ak 
feingby their rank immediately about tb6 
j>effon of die fovereign j though Common 
report has- talked Joudly of -the formfafo 
intrigue^ and attributed it.to her imagt* 
naiy abilities-. The only marie of Capa* 
city or addrefa they exhibited; -tras-in pte* 
fcrvingafecrefy; which driude&Strueniee 
and.die Queen'Matilda, 'tHl the time of 
their being arreffatk I hayebecnafiUrad, 
that on the laft ieVee day preceding this 
event; the- count was habited with tiff* 
common magnificence; and never rec ei ved 
greater homage or court fertility fr o m th e 
crowd* than when on the Verge of ruin. 
On' the night'fixed for Ms denture; there 
was a bal pari in the palace ; the-queoi* 
after dancing; as ufoal, one country dance 

with 
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%kh the king; gave: her haftd to Strueftfed 
daring 4hertft of theeOcohig. She air 
tired about two in the 'morning} and was 
followed 1 by him and Coast Bfuidtt The 
moment was now oopKM' The queert 
dowager, and her ion Prince Frederiaj 
haftened to the king’s private chamber, 
whefd he was already id bed. They 
kneeled down befide it, and implored him 
with tears and expoftulations tofkve himfelf 
and Demqark from impending defthtdiofe, 
by arrofting thofe whom they called the 
'authors of- it* ’Tis &uU the king was 
not eafily induced to fign the order, but 
did it with reluctance and hefitation. At 
lengthy their entreaties prevailed, and he 
affixed his fign manual to the paper. Colo¬ 
nel Roller Banner inftantly repaired to 
Struen fee’s apartment, which, as well as 
Brandt’s, was in the palace r they were 
both feized nearly at the fame ioftaut,- 
and, as all defence was vain, hurried away 

immediately 
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htatnediatcfcy to. the citadel. .When-Cquitt 
-Struenfee ftepped outof. the coach, be, laid 
with .a finilrr tothc- commandant*. wjfca 
ieoeivedhim into.aiftody, M 1 believe you 
raxB.jnot.ia littlei furprized .at feeing mo 
-brought jjert a prifoner.” . “ No* and 
.jd£a&. your excellence,”. replied the old 
officer bluntly f *« I am not at all fur- 
.jMSed* but, on the contrary* .have long 
j&tpefted you.”—It jvas. five o’clock in the 
Corning,-when the Count de tyantzau 
Paine tp the door of her majefty’s anti- 
.jchainber, and knocked for admittance. 
Qne pf the;. women about. the. queen’s 
, perfon, was ordered to yvake her, and 
-^ife beranformation that Ihe was arrefted. 
,.They then put her into one of the kind’s 
. coshes, drove her down to Elfinoor, and 
.Ibyt her up, as you know, in the Caftle of 
M Cjpnft>erg.-—Mean while, as they dreaded 
aMnfurredtion in Copenhagen, every mi¬ 
litary precaution was taken to prevent it; 

the 
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die tnoft in&mous arid My report! 
circulated among the populace* to render 
die date prisoners odious : that they had?' 
put poifon in the kingVcoffee, to deftroy 
him: that they intended to declare him 
incapable of governing; to lend the Dow-* 
ager Queen Juliana out of the kingdom* 
as well as her ion Prince Frederic* and to 
proclaim Matilda regent. To confirm 
thefe extraordinary and contradictory re¬ 
ports, the king himfelf and his brother 
^ appeared in a date-coach, and paraded 
through the dreets of the city, to ihow 
himfelf unhurt, and as if efcaped from the 
mod horrid confpiracy. Mean while 
Struenfee and Brandt were detained in the 
mod rigorous imprifonment. They load¬ 
ed the former with very heavy chains a- 
bout his arms and legs, and he was at the 
dune time fixed to the wall by an iron 
bar. I have feen the room, and can afliire 

you it is not above ten or twelve feet 

* 

fquare 



l ift affc, Witb*a htdebed in it; and a fttHfc > 
tabic iron ftove. Yct hctr, io thfis abode of 
iajfcryydidhe!, though chained, complect 
with cpcncii an account of hislife and 
ccadudas aroiniiier, which is penned, a$ 
I have been o&ired, with uncommon ge¬ 
nius. A tribunal Was appointed for the 
trial of the queen and the two counts, and 
a council affigned for each, to preferve ati 
appearance of juftlCe and equity. You 
know the refult, and the winding up of 
the whole; On the 'iStJi of‘April, 1772. 
I*mfuft, however, mention to you fome feW 
particulars relativeto Count Brandt, as they 
are very remarkable, and equally true j 
dor do t apprehend you have ever heard 
diem. * ” 

* This unfortunate man rofe chiefly un¬ 
der StrUenfee’s aufpices, though he was 
originally of an honourable defcent. Du¬ 
ring a refidtnce which the coiirt made at 

i* ' E 


one 



[ JO J 

one, of the royal palaces* that qfHcrC- 
ibolm,. it happened th^t his majeflyquar- 
re}led> with Brandt, and, which was. Angu¬ 
lar enough, challenged him. Thi? the 
count, you may imagine, declined. When 
thfiy. mtfcfoon after, the king repeated his 
defiance, called him coward j and Brandt 
Bill behaving with temper,, as fieeamc a 
fubjed, he. thruft his han^l i^to hi6 mputh, 
feiced his tongue,, .and..had. very nearly 
■choaked him.. In this fituatiqn. ogn jt be 
wondered aj, that he fhould bite the 
king’s finger, or ftrike him, or both? 
Self-prefervation muft necefiarily, fuper- 
fedc every other feeling atiuch a moment, 

t t i 

and plead his pardon. By Struenf£e’$ me¬ 
diation the quarrel Was immediately made 
up, and the king.promifed never more to 
remember or refent the circumftance of 
his Briking him* Yet was this blow, gi¬ 
ven to prefervq himfelf from imminent 
deftruttion, and from, the fury of an en- 
5 ' . raged 
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.Hged made the pretence for ills 
condemnation i They (aid* he had lifted 
his hand againft the king’s facred perfon, 
Which Was death by die laws of Denmark. 
B—flis lawyer, I ant toM, made ^ a etfcet- 
lerti defence for him* and eery forcibly 
resnasbed the effential difference between 
-affiudting the foverCign, and orily defend- 
•ing himfidf Froth *'«• jirivate attack; * (Drie 

* of our former moharchs, faid he* (Chrif- 

* tian the Vth) was ufed frequently to un- 
*bend himfelf among his nobles 2 osi thefe 
♦oceafions* It was feis ciiftom to fay* 
4 * Theokipg is net* at* home;” 1 AH. the 

* *'cobft»rs then behaved with ihcr nofioft 

* freedbtft and- familiarity* tmreflraifledby 
'*■the roykh pretence,' - When' he chbfe to 

* tfefumd his kingly* digftkyy lie J ‘fai&*■* 
“ The king is again at hoM$” Bat 
*■ what*- added he* htuft we dd now* when 

* the king is ficrer at home r^THis teems 
fiioWf like the fpeech'bf an f'/hglifhman 

Ed than 
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than a Dane, and breathes a manly and, 
unfettered fpifit. 

The fkulls and bones of thefe unhappy 
men are yet expofed on wheels, about a , 
mile and a half out of town: I have 
viewed them with mingled commifera- 
tion and horror. They hold up an .aw¬ 
ful and affe&ing teflon for future ilatef- 

men. , v 

1 • 

I have been aiTured that Struenfee re- 
figncd himfelf to his own fentence with¬ 
out murmuring, or attempting to depre¬ 
cate the blow.; but that he exprefled the, 
utmoft pity and abhorrence at the fla¬ 
grant. jnjuftice committed in fentencing 
Count Brandt to the fame death. They 
have portraits of Struenfee in all the 
fliops, with this motto round them:— 
Mala mult a Struens-fe ipfum perdidit. You . 
fee it is a miferable fott of pun upon his 

name* 
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Dame. Yet, in defiance of all the calum¬ 
nies of a triumphant party, the terrors of a 
defpotic government,' and the natural re-. 
&rve among the people, there are, even 
here, who" dare to fpeak,. though ambi- 
guoufly, their genuine fentiments. * Sir,’ 
faid a man of ienfe and honor to me, a 
few days fince, * between ourfelves, all 

* is not as it fhould be ; we have at prefent 

* neither king nor minifter : an imbecility, 

* mingled with diforder, characterizes our 

* government: the effects are too vifible: 

* the blue and white ribbons are profti- 
€ luted, and contemptible. The finances 

* are in a'worfe ftate than when Struenfee 

* found them : the army devour us. In 

* Norway, affairs are yet worfe: the king is 
‘'unpopular there, and fo little is his autho- 

* rity refpe&ed, that the Norwegians have 
*' refufed, and ftill refufe, to pay the capita- 

* tion tax, nor can It be levied among 
1 them.’ I have not amplified or exagge- 

E 3 rated 
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ratedin thip picture, which I redly bdiovo 
ifi too juft in moft of the particulars* Tbo 
king has certainly fufFered much in his 
inteljedu^l capacity, and they make very 
Jjftlp ftruplc in general to own it. Hd 
can play, indeed, at cards > he can dance* 
or go to an, oper^ 3 but he is doubtlefa in 
a ftate of debility, which disqualifies hint 
for the conducting or fuperintending af¬ 
fairs of national, import, and public confe- 
quence: theft: afe. left to the miniftere, 
who tread very cautioully, and will not 
prefently proftcpte Struenfee’p patriotic 
jneafures. His fall is too recent* nqr 
have his bones yet returned to their pa-? 
rent earth. There is a vacuity ip his af- 
peCt, which is ftrpngly marked; and he is 
much palqr and thinner, than when you 
remember him on his tour in England, 
The qpeen dowager and Prince Frederic 
live in the palace with him, and accom¬ 
pany him, like hi? ftiadoqv* wherever he 

moves, 



moves. The prince has received no other 
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mark of bounty from nature, or fortune,, 
than royal birth. He is very much de¬ 
formed, and this perfonal imperfection 
hits gained him the appellation of Richard 
the Illd, among thofe who do not love the 
court, though it doubtlefs originated a- 
mong the Englifh. 

\ • • 

They have a Danifh comedy here twice 
sl week, and an Italian opera in the king’s 
own opera houfe in the palace every Sa¬ 
turday, - but I neither admire their fingers 
or dancers, 

I have not faid a word to you in this 
letter of my fair Norwegian. She has loft 
her father fince I wrote laft, and I faw her- 
hot fpr two days, which (he dedicated to 
his memory in retirement. -She then 
burft upon me in all the. melancholy 
Splendor of mourning, her eyes red with 
E 4 weeping. 
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weeping* and. her beauty frightened by 
her drefs. Was I to be much longer ac¬ 
quainted with her, I fhould make a very 
rapid progress, I believe, in Danifh. My 
heart has done it already. Except this 
’ bumble fair one, I have not feen above 
three or four very handfome or very ele¬ 
gant women in Copenhagen. Perhaps I 
may be too premature in roy determination, 
but I do not think them, in general, to be 
compared for lovelineft with our own 
women. I have heard this court likewise 
decried as very profligate,' and very licen¬ 
tious. It may be fo, for any thing I can 
fay to the contrary j but upon toy word, 
there are no iymptoms of it viflble. The 
king, though in the bloom of youth, and 

i 

without a wife, lives as continent as Jo* 
feph Andrews ; and as to Prince Frederic, 
nature, it is faid, has very, compleatly dif* 
qualified him for affairs of gallantry, It 
piuft be cpnfefled at the fame time, that 

7 



yh eking afted very di ffi d entl y only t few 
years ago. 

v: 1 {hall go to-morrow morning in a 
'large party to the town of Maknoe in 
Sweden : it-isr-four leagues diftant, on the 
oppoltte coaft. The weather, which has 
beat fine thefc three days, and rather re- 
femhlcd fnmmer than fpring, has put on a 
different afpe& to-night, and threatens, 
rain. Jf fo, we {hall delay it till Friday, 
as there will be a balpari at the palace on 
Thursday,. where I purpofe to be pre- 
fen t. On Sunday next I (hall let out on 
a tour to the palaces. Mean while I dif- 
patch this letter by the pod, which gdes 
for England this, evening. Adieu 1 
. f - I am ever 

Your’s, &c. 
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Cayenlugen, Satiyday, 7th May, 1774, 

I Went through the royal cabinet or 
. MuGeum yefterday morning, accom¬ 
panied by Monfieur Spengler. This col¬ 
lection is very large, and extends through 
all the vegetable, mineral, and metallic 
worlds, as well as the finer arts. It .id 
' more indebted to Frederic the lVth, than 
to any other fovereign. Every nation has 
produced her heroes and her patriots, on 
whom hiftory delights to dwell. Some coun¬ 
tries are, however, more fruitful in great 
and fublime fpirits, than others. In Den¬ 
mark, they have had very few to grace 
their annals. Sweden can boaft her two 
Guftayus’s, the firft and fecond j nor are 
her Chriftina, or her Charles, unknown 
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to feme. In what country, is not the 
na'me of Peter celebrated, the greateft le- 
giflator that modern times have feen ? 
But here the fun of genius has not yet 
blazed from a throne, and Ihed a tem¬ 
porary luftre on the furrounding darknefs. 
There are, however, two favorite mo- 
narchs of Danifh ftory, whole memories 
are revered, and whole golden days are 1 
frequently recalled with a figh. The firft 
of thefe was Chriftiin the IVth, who was 
the opponent and competitor of Guftavus' 
Adolphus, but with far inferior fame. 
The laft was Frederic the IVth. This 
prince loved the arts, and attached from 
that principle to the land where they 
feemed to hover and refide, he made two 
vifits to Italy; one previous to his afcending 
the throne, and one after it. As Chriftian 
the IVth is ufually depidtured on canvas 
or tapeftry clad in armour, and holding 
a javelin in his hand, fo this latter love- 

reign 
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reign appears the patron of fcience, and' 
the friend of the elegant and fofter occu J 
patjons. I cannot omit to mention one- 
action, however incredible, well authentic ' 
cated of him, which difplays a noble mm* 
niftcence of temper. During a carnival 
at Venice, he refided in that city, and in 
one evening,is faid to have won at the 
card-table, a bank worth 200,000 ze- 
chins, or nearly ioo,oool. fterling, which 
he imoiediately'prefented to a noble Ve-' 
netian lady, in whofe honfe this happened, 
and whofe whole fortunes were involved 
in this prodigious game of chance. They 
fhowed me at the Rofembourg palace, the 
drefs in which he was habited, when he 
did this gallant action. It was that of a 
pilgrim, all the company being in mafejue. 

They now keep among the greatefl and 
raoft valuable curiofities, the chair in 
which Tycho Brahd was ufed to fit, 

when 
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vffaon he made his agronomical obferva- 
tions atl Uranibourg. The wood which 
compofeS it, is held in reverence, and pre¬ 
ferred with the ukmoft care, as havirig 
belonged to ib.great a man. Thus it ever 
happens ! I need not remind you, that the 
aftronomer himfelf was driven from his 
native country by faction and malevo¬ 
lence; Qf that he died.at Prague, in the 
court,-, and under the protection, of the 
Emperor Rodolphus, who (heltered this 
illuftrious fugitive, and afforded him an , 
afylum. . It reminds one of Dr. John- 
fton’s lines, fo often quoted on ffmilar oc- 
cafions. . - ■; 

“ See nations flowly wife, and meanly 
juft, 

To bury’d merit raife the tardy buft '!” 

The cqlleClion of paintings in-the royal 
Mufseutn is very large; and though it 

con lifts 
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confifts moftly of Flemlth and German 
pieces, yet there are fome few beautiful 
originals of Guido* Titian, Angelo, and 
even of Raphael’s hand. Our. own 
Charles the Ift by Vandyke, and hit 
ions by Kneller, hold a. diftiagotthed 
place. They were, you know, by the mo- 
ther’shde, of Danifli extraction. Their owrt 
painters or fculptors fcarce appear in this 
numerous aflembiage. There are, how- 
ever, fome paintings, chiefly historical, by 
Charles Dremander a Dane, riot iU exe¬ 
cuted, Among thefe is one of the fa* 
mous Margaret de Waldcmac, who uni¬ 
ted in her perfon the three kingdoms of 
Denmark, Norway, and Sweden, receiv¬ 
ing the homage-of this latter from it's ftf* 
vereign. - . ' 

I have never yet faid a word relative to 
the palace itfelf; of which the whole Klu- 
f*um conftitutes only a very flnall part, 

K 
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If was bqdt by the jjfefcnf king’s grand- 
father ChrifUan the Vlthj, and, though 
itcoft % millions of ddWafBi yet the in^ 
fcyiption over .the grand portal declares* 
that the fovereign eredted it from the or¬ 
dinary revenues of the. crown, without 
laying any additional taxeB or iiqpofts ep 
bis fubjpds. Perhaps it is; the only edi¬ 
fice of the fame kind in Europe, of which 
this can be affirmed. It is„of a prodigi¬ 
ous fize j and if I was inclined to find 
fault with it, I fhoulci fay, it is' too fplen- 
did and too magnificent for a king of 

«■ ■ t 

Denmark; on the fame principle, as fo¬ 
reigners conftantly remark, that the pa¬ 
laces in England are far beneath the dig¬ 
nity and greatpefs of thb Britilh empire. 
I have qnly £een a few of the apartments 
of ftate, the far greater part, of the internal 
ftrudure being never ihewn, while the 
royal family refide in town. One of 
thefe is very remarkable, and may be pro- 

v. pcrly 
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perly called the chamber of kings, as It 
'contains no other paintings except the 
portraits of all the prefeat feigning mo- 
narchs throughout Europe. Thefe have 
been prefented by the refpCdtivc fove- 
reigns. I could dot but fmile at the dif¬ 
ferent manner in which- they have been 
pleated to habit themfelves. - The king 
of Pruffia, who has fpent his life »mki 
tramps and armies, and has oftener llept 
in a uniform than a coat of velvet, has 
modeftly drefled himfelf in a plain blue 
fuit of cloaths, and the vizor peeps out at 
one corner of the piece juft to mark the 
warrior $ while Charles the Illd of Spain, 
who has fcarce ever heard the clafh of 
arms, “ nor the divifion of a battle 
knows more than a fpinfter,” has arrayed 
himfelf in compleat armour, and frowns 
dreadful from the canvas. This ridicu¬ 
lous oftentation of war only excites 
laughter, and Hands finely oppofed to the 

modcft 
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dWadeft portrait of stySrincb* who might 
with id much propriety haveinveftodhiasr' 
6 etf with'military trophies; 

I went kill Wednefday, in the party I 
inentidned, to Maloioe in Sweden: in- ’ 
ftead of four'leagues; the dtftance is near 
tdouble; and I am perfttaded the palTage is, 
at lead, as broad as from Dover to Calais. 

. We Wese, howeter* favored by the wind* 
-and get buck again td Copenhagen about 
ten o’clock at night; It is a poor town, 
though fortified, and we procured with 
difficulty a miferable dinner at a wretch¬ 
ed inn.—I muft carry every thing with 
me in the carriage* 1 am told; in my in¬ 
tended journey by land from hence to 
Stockholm, as not any thing is to be pro¬ 
cured in many of thp villages* I have, 
however, Tome, difficulty to conceive any 
country fo very bad* and do not doubt the 
Danes exaggerate matters* „ We w^re 
F very 
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very ill repaid at Malmoe for oor trouble 
in visiting it. Except the body of « 
monk, who was imtoured in the wall of 
the great church, I faw not any thing cu¬ 
rious. Tradition fays, this wretch lived 
nine days, as they fed him through a hole 
with eggs, and that his punishment was 
in Aided for adultery. 

I cannot fay I am charmed with this 
metropolis, or And touch to admire in it. 
To-morrow I let out for the country, to 
'view the palaces, and Shan’t return till 
Wednefd ay probably. I intend only to 
remain here a day or two afterwards* and 
. then begin my tout through Sweden. 

The coldnefs—not to 1 give- it a hariher 
; name—with which an Englishman-is re- 
garded at prefect in this court, isanaddi- 
tiohai motive to accelerate my departure. 
. Ih Stockholm and PeterSbourg,. We are, 
I apprehend* regarded with very different 
./s' - eyes. 
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eyes* Pray, <i$ it not fomewhat fingtftkr, 
that neither the Danifo or Ehgliflr envoys 
'flrfe at prefent in their refpedtive depart¬ 
ments ? Mr. Woodford.has beenjniLon- 
dwv Aitvc months, and-1 faw the Barpn dc 
iDCfcden in the drawing room here laft 
• Monday. It has an odd appearance, and 
feveral of the Danes have remarked it to 
me, and aiked the reafon.of it. I aflure 
them, I am totally ignorant; and know 
nothing. 

• The king was prefeht at the balpart 
lift ThOtfdayy .and danded minuets' and 
country dances as ufualj in thefe, he ex¬ 
cels. .He afterwards played at cards till 
two o’clock, when he retired, and the 

i 

company leparated. This is the laft, I 
- am informed, which will he given this 
ieafon, as the fummer now approaches, 
and the court will foon go into the coun¬ 
try. i 

»• 
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- One may with juftice remark, that 
there is hardly any intermediate feafon 
here between winter and fummer. Eight 
days ago, the former predominated; and 
now, fo rapid is the alteration, the leaves 
are all out, and the weather during thfc 
day is extreamly warm. This hidden 
change is by no means fo grateful as ottr 
more flow and progreflive one* 

* I 

f 

I (hall referve this letter till I return 
from my intended tour: I promife my- 
felf a Very agreeable one, as we are two 
coaches, and a large party. I sun going 
now to the Italian opera.' 

So farewell 

.9 
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ThprW»jr, 12 th May, 1774. . 

J Returned yefterday from my tour 
through the northern'part of Zealand, 
and muft own 1 have received great plea- 
fure in this little excurfion.- Our firil 
ftage was to Rolkild, which is four Da- 
piib* or fixteen Englifli miles from Co¬ 
penhagen. It is one of the moil antient 
places on the ifland, and is faid to 
have been a confiderable city feveral cen¬ 
turies before the prefent metropolis had 
any exiftence. This capital owed it’s 
commencement, like Venice, to a few 
fiihermen, who erefted their huts on the 
fea ihore, and finding it convenient for 
traffick, gave it the name it now bears of 
]ftiobenhaven, or merchants haven. The 
pnly remaining mark of the royal reii- 
P 3 dencp 
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dence which fcoikild yet retains, is, that 
of the burial of the kings. From the 
mofl: remote antiquity, the fovereigns of 
Denirftaifc' HaVe beeri' interred in the cathes- 
dral, I fpent two or three hours among 
the tombs and coffers in which repofe 

v * 

their remains. The vaults under the 
church are very numerous, and the ground 
is covered with the coffins of kings, 
queens, and princes, who, though born 
in different centuries, are all now colledted 
together, and placed in the fame gloomy 
chambers, with no other attendants than 

k * ~ * * 

filence and darknqfs. The fplendor which 
accompanies thofe of exalted birth, even 
after death, is in many of thefe almoft va¬ 
nished, and time has deftroyed the gold 
and velvet which originally marked their 
dignity. , 

I enquired for the celebrated Marga¬ 
ret de Waldemar, to whom hiftory has 

given 
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given the .epithet of the Semiramis of 
the North, and who united under her 
reign all the kingdoms beneath the polar 
Iky. The man who accompanied us over 
the vaults, allured me her body was in* 
terred here, and by the light of his can¬ 
dle, enabled me juft to perceive an iron- 1 
door, all accefs tot which was blocked up 
by intervening coffers of monarchs her 
fucccffors. “ Within that door,” faid 
,he A “ is another vault, where refts the 
qu^en you enquire for. You can fee no 
more.” In fuch a fituation, it was impo£ 
fible not to be impreffed with that fub- 
lime and awful melancholy, which feenes 
of this nature are peculiarly calculated to 
produce. The chilly and-unwholefome 
dampnefs of the air, the mournful light 
produced by a folitary taper intruding on 
thefe abodes of darknefs, the numerous 
dead arranged , fide by fide, and marked 
with crowns to denote their departed 
F 4 gran* 
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grandeur-—All -thefe hasestnuA > fbnuMpi 
ejffisdt bn ,tha mind* andwiU tinge wit&W 
temporary fatemnity the gayeft tempeo^ 
1 foumMifp, and returned with plcaftrre 
Jfrom fach a furvey, to the upper air and 

t 

cheerful day.- ... 

Here, in one. of the chapels, arc ttity 
of the- mod magnificent monuments 4 c 
Europe: they were made in Italy, by odder' 
of Chriftian the dVth, and are erefteft -to 
the memory of hisfatber and grand ft ther, 
Frederic the Hd and Chriftian the- I-Ilif. 
Thole of -Francis the firft and- Louis -the 
Xllth, in the Abbey of St. Dennis* are • 
'not equal in beauty to thefe, which are 
mailer-pieces of fculpture. Round the 
tomb of Frederic the lid, all the events : 
and warlike achievements which marked- 
his reign, are exqoifitdy defigned in -baa 
relief. I. could not but remark that. 
Chriftian the IVth, who created thole, 

" v - 
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jsafchuiptajfc^aiid ftho istbeWelaf iB**i 
^jlb-Bory* iaB yel<i£cpij?ied no fv«hjl»f' 
QQBwyi tribute, from hie peftority, near by: 
asp marble teqtbraifcd tq hisjnepjory., ' 

-L*. 1 ; * *';» * 1 i , * ■' '* '• * ‘ ‘V., 

* I 

Betides tBofc two laft mentioned, these 
are four others lately brought here, of twq 
lotos Danjdi ibnereigus and their queens. 
Tbefe aroidoim by the celebrated WSedV 
nrd^. 3 uattfe- of this country, who is. now 
pipe.; 1 JhaMr here occafion to mentioii 
hwagaintQ you by and by* 

. - ; f . .* * t • ■ t 

We,, drovp. twenty miles ftoifc JRofltild' 
to fee a foundcfy for cannon, begun by. 
the late king, and called from his name 1 
EceddricY Work.. This the Danes expar' 
ttate-on as the maft extenfive and ado-' 
nfthing undertaking in Europe, both as to 
utility and curiotity. I-went over, every 
pat of it, and mull own it by no means ’ 
imprefled me with any fenfetioris of worn*' 

der 
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dto or pleafuru They may. mike very 1 
good 1 cannon, and'other warlike ft ore* 
e*ft in iron, the work being exceeding 
large, but it* ifr Certainly no inch extraor¬ 
dinary production, either of genius or 
magnificence, as they effeeem it. 

. The palace of Frederickftxmrgisonly u* 
bbutfivees fikmdmdiftantffomthis-foun- 
day. It is a very large chateau, moated 
sound with a ttipie ditcb, and calculated^ 
like all the suitienc refidcn<eS of princes* 
for defence againft: an enemy. It was 
built by Chriftian the IVth, and, accord¬ 
ing to the architecture of the times, par¬ 
takes of the Greek and Gothic ftylee. 
In the front of the grand quadrangle, ap¬ 
pear Taft:an and Doric pillars, and on the 
fummit of the building are fpires and tur- 
‘ rots. It is at prefent very little vifited by 
the kings, and his prefent majefty evep 
altered the ceremony of .the coronation, 

which 
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which-Way always performed at this pa- 
face by his : predeceffors. He was. crowned 
m Copenhagen r the expeace, and unfit* 
nefs of the apartments at prefent for the 
reception of the nobility and court, were 
die reafons affigned for this choice. 
Some of the rooms are very fplendid, 
though fdrniihed in the antique tafte. 
The knights hall is of a great length. 
The tapiftry reprefents the wars of Den~ 
hark,- Snd the cicling is one of the moil 
fainate and labored performances of fculp- 
4ure I ever faw. The chimney-piece was 
Once entirely covered with plates of filver, 
richly ornamented; but the Swedes, who 
have often landed on this iiland,. and even 
beiicged. the capital, tore them all away, 
and rifled the palace, notwithftanding its 
triple moat and formidable appearance. 
The prefent banifhed Queen MatUda 
fpent much of heir time at this place, 
during the king's tour through Europew 

It 
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-ft is a beautiful ride through the tojra] 
woods from hence, to Fredingborg. This 
wds the favorite nefidencc of die late Kjng 
Frederic, who fpent the greater part of 
bis time here during the letter years of 
his life, in a kind pf feclufion from hit 
court and people. The Danes universe 
felly agree in faying, that he was gene¬ 
rous, compaffionute, mild and virtuous ; 
bis heart was full of humanity, and hp 
was infinitely beloved by his fubjcdq, tiJ& 
b € unhappily contraded a fatal paflion for; 
wine, which incapacited fiito for every* 
pqblic concern j and brought him to aq 
untimely death.—?Thp palace is fmall, 
but the gardens are lqid opt very pret$ily^ 
are adorned with a number of. featues donq 
by Wiedwelt, the Rubiliac of Denmark, 

- The furrounding country too is very fipe^ 
{Lpd there is an air of fequeftration and re.-i 
t+rement fpread through thf whole, whic^ 
highly pleafes*. , 

i. I have 
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t. t have yet one more paltce to carry yon 
over, and then will quit die dwellings 
of , princes, and return to humbler life. - 
This is Hercfholm, the moft magnificent 
and fpacious of any built by Chriftian the 
Vltb. It was the favorite refidence of 
the court during the Qumo Matilda's 
ftayj and the man who fhewed us the 
apartments, did not omit to mention the 
names of Struenfee and Brandt, or to fliew 
me the chamber in which the unhappy 
accident happened, when the latter ftrudk 
die king, and paid for it with his life. 

However dreary and comfortlefs the 
ifland of Zealand may be in the win¬ 
ter, when covered with fnow,, it exhi¬ 
bits at this feafon of the year a moft 
pleating afpe&. It is flat every where, 
but covered with corn, or woods, an# 
cultivated with great induftry. I more 
than once thought myfelf on fome of the 

Wiltfhirc 



Wflfftire orHampfliifC IX>Wns, -fey the 
great number of tumuli fcaWerod on ell 
* fides. Thefe exa&ly refemble in fine and 
appearance thofe in England; and arb 
prABafely ancient Saxon fepiilchrfcs. .jl en¬ 
quired if atiy of them had been opened By 
carious ^Antiquarians, as many of oofs 
have been; but they only flared in ah- 
fwer -to my queftion. Here are no Dr. 
Stukctys, to inveftigate the monuments of 
piety or magnificence, left 'by our.ancefv 
.torsi I I obferved Jikewife fereral collec¬ 
tions, of ftones in a circular forn^ fomeof 
which are very large, and reminded mo 
vfiStnnehenge, .though much Smaller. A- 
bout thefe <likcwife.theyarc totally .ignO- 
-mot; .and - it .would only --be* loftitimpid* 
attempt-to gain any accouctof their 
<gin-or coofbu&ion foam the peogde vrho 
ilive near •them. • 

1 i , . . * w / 

■ * I cannot help mentipnirig- to^ youiu 
•^Wely defcription, which a gentleman, re- 
' markable 
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markable lor his rot; [gave me of Zealand, 
Jpoa after my arrival. I dined withhinj, 
and among:other qncftioos natural to* 
Granger, I aftted him, if. the country was 
pleaSant and agreeable. His anfwer was 
Short, but very full. I all give it you in 
. French, as it was laid, without tranSJatiqg 
• it.. “ MonJUur, il riy q fur cette ijle, pi 
montagne ni. riviere; mats pour des lacs , 
grace.h Dieu, ily en qjez” This is as 
juft, as.it 4 .koen ; and. I had often occa¬ 
sion to reedieft the expectijon during my 
late tour. 

0 , 

The weather is at present very warm, 
nodi promife tnyfelf an agreeable journey 
©through Swedcn> in defiance of-bad tons, 
and every inconvenience Jiam threatened 
with. The feafon is, indeed*, uncom¬ 
monly favorable. Only- thcesi years jago, 
they were yet buried in all. the horrors of 
nWiaftes; at -this. very time, acoompanied 

with 
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frith 4 dearth of provifioba Which ap- 
proacbed to a famine. Carckgcs and 
horfes loaded with wood came over from 
Sweden on the ice* and fetrirned again, at 
the end of April.- It was the 6th of' 
May, when four English vcflels broke Op 
the ice, and entered the port of Copen* 
hagen, which could hardly have fullered 
greater hardfhips from the clofeft fiege by 
an enemy, than it had done by the incle¬ 
mency of the weather. It was midfum- 
mer before the leaves appeared on the 
trees, or fummer changed the afped Of 
nature. I rauft own, the relation of thefe 
fads reconciles one to England with all its 
fogs and changes of climate* which, com¬ 
pared with thefe inhofpitable Countries, 
appear as trifles. 

I am much prefled by my friends here, 
to protraft my departure for Stockholm 
a few days longer, if I obeyed .the im- 

pulfe 
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jjHitfe of my heart, I fhould moft readily 
Comply with their requeft ; but as I in-* 
find yet to vifit Peteriburg and MofcoW 
during the dimmer* befides the laft mon^ 
honed capital; I am proof to any folicU 
fettions of friend (hip j and as to more foft 
and tender tyes; they are broken and dif- 
fohred. My fair Norwegian is no longer 
herev to fidkinate me with her muHc, and 
break my refolotiona by the magic of her 
' eyes. She left Copenhagen the day be¬ 
fore I fet ont for die palaces, and is gone 
to refide in a diftaftt part of Zealand* 
where I dull never find, her more. I had 
not even the wretched confblation to take 
her in tny arms, and bid her a laft adieu; 
and I have now only to endeavor to eraft 
her image from my heart; 

On Sunday morning, at lateft; I pur- 
pofe to fet out for Elfinoor, where I {hall 
cfofs theSound to Helfimborg in Sweden* 
G I (hall 


1 fhall be fix or feven days from thence td 

th? rpetfqpoli^ as I intend proceeding lei- 

finely. I Shall fcarce have been % month, 

in Copenhagen when \ leave it, and yet I 

have vefy CQnpplpatly viewed every otye£t 

worthy a traveller’s attention. What 

ideas I have transmitted of them to yaw, 

I know not. I wifli to aroufo yon $ and 

as charity cavers a multitude of fins, fa 

friendship can hide a multitude of faultsj 

I repofe an unbounded confidence in 

your’s. My next will probably he from 

Stockholm. Mean while I remain* 

« 

Tour moft affectionate, &c. 
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Letter vi 

i ... 

* * . ■ * , 

|eitkioping, Wednefday Night, 18th May, 1774: 

I write to you at prdfcnt from a little 
town in tit* heart of Sweden* where 
I arrived this morning* after a three days 
moil di{agreeable journey. As my day 
here allows me an hour or two of leifure* 
X dedicate them to you* and ihall give 
yo* foipe particulars of my rout* as they 
occur* without Audying corredtnefs of 
prccifiom 

I left Copenhagen* a* 1 purpofed* 
iaft Saturday morning* and reached El- 
dnoQf .at noon. I could not help flop¬ 
ping on the road for a few minutes at the 
village of Nivad* to fee the celebrated fp&t, 

9n which Charles the Xllth of Sweden 

* 

G a landed. 
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landed. The Danes oppofed His defcenfy 
and eredled a battery of twelve cannon for 
that purpofe! but the young warrior, who 
was at that time, if I recoiled* right, only 
fixteen years old, drove them from their en¬ 
trenchments, and was himfelf among the 
fir ft of thofe who leaped from the boats op 
fhore. Is it not my Lady Montague, who 
remarks in one of her letters, , that great 
events, or adions, ftamp a veneration on 
the fpot where they were performed, and 
imprefs the fpe&ator with lively fenti-, 
meats of pleafure many ages after ? I had 
occafion to remember this obfervation, 
while I flood upon the battery, the embra* 
fures of which are now almoft grown up 
to a level with the reft of the turf, and 
which will fcarce exhibit, in another cen¬ 
tury, any traces of this engagement. It 
was a beautiful day, and I could not relift 
the united attradtions of Mrs. Fenwick and 
Elftnoor, the former of which requefted, 
l and 
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and the latter demanded my ft ay till Sunday. 
Whether I was more influenced by the 
charms of the woman, than of the place, 
1 $ a fecret which I fhall not unfold; but 
if you can draw any deductions on either 
fide from your knowledge of my heart, 
ytra are at full liberty. This lady, whom 
I believe I mentioned to you before, is a 
native of Archangel in'Ruflia, and is an 
eminent proof that thofe frozen countries 
can produce minds as highly tempered, 
and as exquifitely fefliioned, as the molt 

happy and genial foils.-—But whither am 

* 

J running ? I had forgot l am to give you 
a defcription of my journey, and not a pic¬ 
ture of a lady. Let us go on l 

I crofted the celebrated paflage of the 
6 ound next morning, though it. blew 
very frefli. We, were over in little 
more than, half an hour. At Helfim- 
borg, where I entered the Swedifti do- 
G 3 minions. 
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millions, J bad the pleafiiro of view* 
*ng the beautiful landscape reVctrfed, 
which I had fecn the preceding evening 
from the ifland of Zetland. Which 
of the two is actually die maft charm* 
ing, I leave connoifieurs to determine. 
I muft oonfefs I liked the view from 
Elfinoor infinitely beyond the other. In 
tbefirft, Mrs, Fenwick formed die prior 
tdpal figure in the fore-ground of the 
pifte i but from the tower of Helfimborg, 
I could hardly with my glafs diftingtuih 

i 

the hotife in which Ihe refided, Can yon 
Wonder at my preference ? 

I drove twenty miles in the often* 
poon, and was then ohliged hy the ap¬ 
proach of night, and the want of hor- 
fes, ( to flop at a miferable little inn, ot 
rather cabin, where I could procure no* 
thing befides milk j I lay down five hours 
jn ttiy cloaths, and got again into the carri- 

' age 
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age at three o’clock on Monday morning. 
Hid i understood property, the manner 
tf f travelling in this country, Which is to 
fetid a peafant forward froth every poft- 
•hdtift, to procure horfes id readinefs, J 
fhould hive doubtlefs made a considerable 
progrefs on my Way j but as 1 neglected 
this Hoeedky Step* I was obliged to wait 
at every Sl*ge afl hour or two, while die 
horfes were brought from the neighboring 
villages. 

I Was again forced to fpend the hight 
, in a more defolate and dirty hovel 
than the fitftj where I wrapped myfelf in 
my great coat, and Slept upon a table. In 
the mOriiingj when 1 continued my jour* 
ney, the whole afpeft of nature was 
changed. The fnoW lay upon the ground 
two feet deep, and the winter feemed to 
have renewed it’s empire over thefe in- 
hofpitable plains, from whence the fmil- 
G 4 ing 
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lag month of May cannot banilh hint, 
Jn the hope of reaching Jonkioping at 
flight, I fet oat, however, in defiance of 
die inclemency of the weather, which 
from having been very warm, was become 
jn a few hours as cold and piercing as oUr 
Decembers. The drivers fcemed totally 
unaffected by this fiujden alteration, which 
did not produce any in their drefs or 
cloathingj and the peafants, both men and 
' women, were all bare-footed as before*' 
The fnow, however, confpiring with, the 
want of hprfcs, prevented me from reach- ' 
ing this town, and I remained laft night 
at a houfe, which for horror of fituatiop 
I never remember paralleled. It is quitf 
detached from any village or hamlet, and 
the fpot on which it ffands, is a bare rock 
• deftitute pf any covering or earth, and 
furrounded on every fide by the deeped 
Woods it is poffible to. conceive, and in 
Which. I had not feen one human creature 

for 
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ism tw» leagues before my arrival. Yet 
in this fituafcion, fatigue made me ileep 
very iound, and my fervent by me, tlU 
Are* in the morning, when;with the re* 
anranf day, 1 entered my carriage, and left 
this mod melancholy and wretched habita¬ 
tion. Had I been in Spain or Portugal, I own 
tty fears would have kept me awake, and 
2 fhoold have recolle&ed every difmal re¬ 
cital of murders and adaffinations, which 
nurfesor novels had informed me ofj but 
here thefe accidents rarely or never hap* 
pen, and one may travel in perfect (afety. 

• I got here about ten o’clock this morn¬ 
ing, and gladly enjoyed a few hours of re* 
taxation after fo many unpleadng occur¬ 
rences. It is difficult to give you a pic¬ 
ture pf the country through which I have 
palled from Helfimborg, the colours of 
which you will not imagine are heightened 
by fancy or invention. The firft twenty 

miles. 
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ttHes exhibited fome few m*rkt of culti* 
TOtuut and agriculture 5 and though there 
anas not ode colle&ion of huts or houffc* 
which could be denominated a village* 
yetfcattcred cottages, and* little plowed 
tend, amid an immenfe wade, informed 
die paflfenger that it was not totally um*~ 
copied or unpeopled. But as I advanced 
farther into the Province of Scania* and 
afterwards into that of Smalanrf, even 
tbsfe faint traces of human refidence cu* 
nifhed. Grove* of fir or afpin covered 
the country* and in the cowfe of duty 
miles, I can fafely afliire you, I faw not a 
hundred people, and not ten hamlets; 
villages there are not any. I have drove 
from one ftage to another, of twelve or 
fourteen English miles, without meeting 
or feeing a fingle perfon, though I caft 
my eye impatiently round on every fide, 
in hopes to dificern the countenance of 


man. 


In 
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' In many places the firs on either fide 
the w>ad formed avenues, as noble aa thoft 
which are often planted in the enterance 
to palacM, or noblemen’s feats; and 
through the whole was fpread a kind of 
rode and gloomy magnificence, which, fit* 
poradded to their filence and loqclinefs* 
very ftrongly afie&ed the mind. Even 
the birds feem to have abandoned theft 
dreary- fbrefis, and I heard or faw none, 
except woodpeckers, and now and then 
the cuckoo, I enquired, if they did not 
gfiord refuge to wolves or bears, as thefe 
animals are commonly found in thoft 
countries and places, which want popnla— 
fion $ but the peafants affured me the for¬ 
mer were only in fmall numbers, and rarely 
ften, and as to bears, there are pot any. 

This deplorable want of inhabitants is 
one of the many evils which Charles the 
XUth entailed on bis unhappy kingdom, 
* ynefiecked 
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Unchecked by the defeat of Pultowa, by 
the lofs of his richeft provinces, and brav- 
eft fubje&s, his rage for war, heightened 
by perfonal animofity to thts King of 
Denmark, made him ftill exert new ef~ 
forts, and make frefh levies of foldiery 
from bis bleeding and exhaufted country: 
and though more than half a century has' 
now elapfed fince his death, Sweden has 

N _ . 

by no means recovered herfelf, or repco- 
•pled her uninhabited plains, 

\ 

The peafants are civil and humble to 
obfequioufnefs, grateful for the third part' 
of a halfpenny, and infinitely lefs uncivi¬ 
lized and barbarous, than one would be 
tempted, to fuppofe from the appearance 
of every thing around them, { faw a 
number of very pretty forms among the 
women, who ufed to croud round the car¬ 
riage at every poft>houfe; and Imuft own 
that I diftributed my fchellings more in 

proportion 


proportion to their beauty, than their age, 
infirmities, or poverty. Such is the in- 
chantment of .this captivating endowment, 
that I attempted in vain to refill it’s in¬ 
fluence: my head condemned me,, but my. 
heart counteracted ail its . dictates, and 
warped my benevolence in compliance 
with its own feelings. . . 

Had I not taken the precaution to car¬ 
ry wine and provifions with me in the 
chaife, I mull have been almoft ftarved in 
three or four days journey through .thele 
miferable provinces, where the peafants 
are Grangers to every kind of aliment, • 
except bread, and fait pork or filh. It is,. 
indeed, a queflion whether the farmer of 
thefe deferves the name of bread, as it is 
a compound of rye and oats, of a colour 
approaching to blade, aod of a tafte which 
you mull be as hungry as I was to re- 
Jllh. I imagine it mull have been lbme 

of 
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of this kind# which their own Charles, ii 
Aid to* have tailed, and remarked at th* 
fame time to the complaining ioldter whet 
presented it, that it was bad, but it might 
he eaten* You remember the anecdote, etj> 

i 

doubt. 

My fervant, who is a German, and ha* 
wandered over half Europe in various 
fenfices, was quite tired with four days of 1 
fuch miferable accommodation, • and ex- 

t 

claimed in a rapture, at the fight of this 
place, that it was “ U faradit ter re fire* 
It is, indeed, in itfelf a very neat country 
town, and moft delightfully fituated on 
the lake Veter, I am juft returned front - 
looking down from the top of the church 
on it, and the furrounding meadows, 
which are all cultivated, and, after the de- 
ferts I have pafled, are peculiarly grateful 
tp the eye. The lake itfelf, which is 
near a hundred Englifh miles in length, 

extends 
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extends far beyond the view to the north* 
and refembles rather the fea, than a piece 
of inland water. I could add fome other 
remarks, but, upon my word, I am too 
much fatigued y and after-my late journey* 
and three nights without having pulled 
offmy cloaths, a pair of dean ihoets has 
charms not to be refilled. So, for the. 
protest* adieu! 

■ t 

I lhaU continue my letter from Norko- 
ping, or poffibly not till my arrival at 
Stockholm. 




Saturday Night, May. lift:. j 

J Left Jonkioping Thurfday momltfg/ 7 
after the enjoyment of all that luxury * 
of repofe, which can only be purchaled b^ 
preceding fatigue. My joufney from 1 
thence, for near thirty miles; lay along dttP 
fhore of the lake Veter, under the high -* 
mountains which bound it on the eaflt 
fide. I then entered the province of Ea^- 
Gothland, and reached the city of Lind-** 
hoping, which is the capital, the famtF 
night. I was charmed to find myfdF 

once more in a civilized and inhabited* - 

v 

country j every thing had aflumed ,v a A 
chearful appearance* and the groves of fit*-l 
were fucceeded by a cultivated and hbendi- 
foil, covered with grain, and exhibiting 1 * 
marks-of induftry. 


•Liodkopiag~ 
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Ltndkopiag is an inland place, very , 
aatient, and hat nothing to. detain'a tra¬ 
veler, except it’s cathedral. It was, 
however, fo crouded at the time I was 
there with the Swedifh noblemen and 
their train who were Tent to condud the 
princefs of Holftein-Eutin, defigned for 
Prince Charles his Swedifh majefty’s bro¬ 
ther, that I had no little difficulty to pro¬ 
cure a bed.", 

\ 

I lay at Norkoping laft night, which 
is only twenty miles diilant from the for¬ 
mer. It is a very large town, and re¬ 
markable for it’s manufadures of fire- 
aims, and every fort of military weapons. 

I went over the whole work, accom¬ 
panied by the landlord of the inn, who 
ipoke Italian, and muft confefs, though I 
am no judge of, thcfe fort of fabrics, 
which depend wholly on principles of 
mechaniftn, that it appeared to me highly 
ta deferve attention., 

H 


About 
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Above fiforr teiWnocth of the Warn* I 
period; thb high mountains Which fepar&Cfe 
Eaft Gothland from the province of. Su-> 
derinania^ Here thi country again her 
coraes focky, barren, and- woody. 'Efie 
fiat and fertile fields which I faw yeAep* 
day, have been fucceeded by a much left 
pleating appearance. A icanty foil, where 
induftry, however indefatigable, can onfy 
produce a-fickly harveft, covers the.bpfeaa 
of a vafi expanfe of rock, which in many 
places appears bare and hideous, or only 
gives birth to a number of firs, which, ran 
up to a vaft heighth on it’s naked furface, 
and feem kindly lent by nature to conceal 
in feme degree her penurious and inhos¬ 
pitable afpfeft. • 

I now write from a little village about 
twenty* feVen miles from Stockholm, and 
as 1 have ordered faories at three o’clock 
in the morning, I hope to teach the capi¬ 
tal by ten or eleven. 

5 


I (hould 
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" I ftiould ndf forget to fay,'that the road 
from Helfiflgborg to this place cannot bo 
exceeded by any in Europe, that not ex¬ 
cepted between London and Bath. It is 
made by the government, as thofe in 
France, and renders travelling very expe¬ 
ditious, where the relays of hories are 
provided by a courier. The horfes are 
all very fmall, and, as they harnefs them 
abreaft of each other, and never drive 
with a fewer number than four, it has 

* - a t ' 

air of a triumph, rather than a poft- 
chaiie. 

My fervant is this moment come to 
inform me, that to-morrow is the fealt of 
Pentecoft and fuch is the fervor of religi¬ 
ous feverity in this kingdom, that the 
kuv&ords on the road will not difpttch 
ime daring divine fcrvice, nor will the 
.gates of Stockholm be opened to me, 
ifcpold I arrive at them before it is con- 
H a • eluded. 
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eluded. There is, however, ene fore- 
reign remedy in all thefe cafes, which, I . 
make no doubt, is equally efficacious in 
Sweden as in England : a remedy, whfoh 
had it been timely applied by Pope Leq, 
evtn to the great father of Lutheranifm, 
before his zeal and his ambition were 
Simulated by opposition,, it is more than 
probable, would have ilopt his mouth! 

I do not abfolutely and literally mean 
gold, though it is fomewhat nearly fyno- 
nimous. To explain this, you muft 
know, that whatever quantity of precious 
metals they have in the metropolis of this 
kingdom, I have not yet feen one hit, 
however fmall, either of gold or filver, in 
my long journey from Helfimborg to this 
palace > nor have they, I am well a fibred, 
any fuch commodities in the provinces. 
In lieu of thefe two articles generally ufed 
among us, they have two other fpecies, 
which fupply their place, namely, copper 

and 
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and paper. Their bank-notes are as low 
as one (hilling and fixpence, and they have 
them of all values, rifing gradually from 
that fum. It is not a little diverting of- 
*ten, when I tender them one of fifty 
topper dollars, which is adequate to 
12s. 6d. Englilh, to fee them bring both 
their hands full of copper coins, nor can 
they convert it into current money by any 
other means. ' 

1 remember to have read/ though I 
d&ft exadtly know where, that the cele¬ 
brated Corregio caught the fever of which 
be died, by wheeling home in a barrow 
the money he had received in payment 
fbr one of his pieces, in a very hpt day, 
4rom the country, the price having been 
Taid down in copper. Had Corregio been 
a Swede, I Ihould not have been furprifed 
' at this (lory j and if there were any pain- 
’tersinthis country; I Ihouldthink it mud 
H 3 be 



be i very, natural and common death 
among them, onlefs they were fortunate 

enough to procure bank-notes. 

\ 

This extreme fcarcity, or rather this 
abfolute want of all gold and filver, is 
another evil which originated from 
Charles the XHth’s paffion for war. It 
is well known, that towards the end of 
his reign, he obliged his fubjeds to' give 
up all the filver of which they were pof- 
fefled,' and in its place he returned them 
fmall copper pieces, which he ordered to 
pals as filver dollars, value about nd; 
each, throughout his dominions. This 
was Baron Gortz’s invention, to lup- 
ply the king with money to carry on thO 
war in Norway; and it coft him his head 
after the death of his mailer. Numbers 
of thefe coins yet remain, though their 
imaginary value exifts no longer, and they 
are reduced to their intrinfic worth, which 



i»fbm«rbat loft than *farthing* 'three 
conftjtming a halfpeftny*'!. I Jbovo 
eollodted ftveral of them; as I cannot bftl 
efteem them very carious, and have no 
doubts that in another century, they will 
be purchafed by Medallifts and Antiqua¬ 
rians at a great price. 

The weather it ftili extreamly cold, 
and I have been this very day in two hard 
(bowers of hail. There is likewifc an 
evident difference between this province, 
tad that of Baft Gothland; in the latter, 
the trees were moftly in leaf, whereas here 
the fpring is much more backward, and in 
fome parts there are fcarce any figns of it’s 
approach. Thefe kingdoms may well be 
Called the domain of winter, fince he 
reigns here for cine months in full poftef- 

I (hall feud this by the pqft immedi¬ 
ately on my arrival at Stockholm. You 
H 4 may 



may exped to hear of ine again in a fe* 
days, when I have recovered the fatigue 
of this long rout. Mean while, I re¬ 
main, 

Tour affectionately devoted. 
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LETTER VII. 

i 

Stockholm, Saturday, 28th May, 1774. 

I continued my journey early next morn- < 
ing to this capital. As I approached 
it, the country appeared more rocky, 
barren and defert, and at the diftance of a 
fingle mile from it, one is tempted to fup- 
pofe onefelf in the moil unfrequented and 
defolate wild. Nothing marks the vici¬ 
nity of a great metropolis. Agriculture 
cannot exert her powers, or labour pro¬ 
duce harvefts, where nature has denied 
. the means. The eye difcerns nothing on 
every iide except firs and rugged rocks $ 
and it would feem as if famine had here 
^fixed her eternal refidence. 

I entered Stockholm over a floating 
bridge of a very confiderable length acrofs 

the 
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the river.- I was* indeed, ftopt at the- 
gates* according to the prediction ; bpt< 
policy** and not religion* was the cattfei- 
After having undergone a Very ftrid 
fearch* I was permitted to enter the' 
city., 

• - \ 

' I am lodged at prefent cfofe to the pa¬ 
lace ; and, as my landlord informs- me, -in 
the very apartments where his Grace the 

archbifhop of Upfal redded daring fibt 1 

% 

months, previous to the coronation of hib 1 
prefent inajefty, which office he perform¬ 
ed. You will perhaps fuppdfe from this, 
that they are very elegant; that the hang¬ 
ings are of tapeftry, and the chairs covered 
with velvet. Nothing lefs lb, I adore 
you! A monk of La Trappe might al- 
moft occupy them without an infringe-- 
ment of his vow of mortification ; and,- 
thpugh I pay a ducat.and a half* or 14s. a 
week, I was fcarce ever fo indifferently' 

lodged 
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lodged in any city of Europe.; The qua* 

/ 

lUy which induced the archbishop to take 
them, was, no doubt, their neighbour- 
hood to the palace. It would be diffi¬ 
cult to diiicover any other to recommend 
them. 

* 

I cannot fey that I have found many 
charma as yet in this city j the court are 
all in the country, at their refpedive pa¬ 
laces, and there is only pne public diver¬ 
sion during the week, which is a Swedish 
opera. What, kind of an entertainment 
thijs is, and how far the language is caps* 
ble of muSical beauty, 1 am not yet a. 
judge, aa there vjraa no reprefentation laffc 
ThurSday, which is the night when they 
ufpally perform. For want,, therefore, of 
other avocation, I have wandered over 
every part of the metropolis, and taken 
different views of it from, the numerous 
eminences which furround it. .You npay 

poflibly 


J 
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pbfffbly accufe me of prefumption when 
I adept,' tbat’aTmoft in every point of view; 
the iituation of Stockholm is injudicious 

t 

fend' improper for the capital of the king¬ 
dom. Policy, plenty, and commerce, 
feem all to didtate another part of Sweden 
ibs much more eligible. Permit me to jus¬ 
tify my opinion by a few remarks. 

/ 

" The inhabitants themfelves aflure me, 
that the place owed it’s original, only 
about three centuries ago, to ah accidental 
contingency.' The viceroy, who at that 
time governed the country under Chriftian 
the lid of Denmark, determined to fonnid 
■a city, and inftead of fixing on a proper 
‘jfpot for the execution of his plan, he 
■very wifely fet a large piece of wood a- 
fioat down the Meier Lake, and refolved 
.that at whatever place it (hoold ftdp, 
. there to build his projedted town. Afmall 
iiland arrefted the' ftick m it’s progress, 

- and 
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$rad the name of Stockholm is fajdto have 
been .given it from this circumftance. f 

I was fliewn the exadt point of land 
where tradition fays it happened, and 
. where the firll buildings of the city were 
eredted. Howeyer this be, it was hardly 
pofiible to have found a more barren de-, 
fert, or a lefs inviting fituation in almdft 
all refpedts. Even the river has a num¬ 
ber of inconveniences, as it winds in a 
Turp fifing manner, and having no tides, 
fibips mufit have a fair wind to reach the 
.tqwn s and fhould it be contrary, it is atv- 
iblutely impoifible. If I pointed out that 
part of Sweden* which appears to me 
defigned by nature and wiidpm for the 
foundation of a capital, I ihould mention 
,,CarUcrone. It’s. centrical fituation be¬ 
tween Copenhagen and Petersburg; .it's 
vicinity to Pomerania and Germany ; 
thefertile province of Scania, accounted 
-'die fineft in Sweden, behind itj a port 
5 capable 
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capable of containing the vVhole fleet; 
and in which they are at this time always 
ftationed; it’s climate, more mild and 
fouthem than that of Stockholm by tome 
degrees: all theie circumftances teem to 
leave an unprejudiced perfon little room 
to difpute it’s more advantageous fixa¬ 
tion. 

\ 

There is fomewhat uncommonly fa- 
vage and inhofpitable in the whole cir¬ 
cumjacent country here. Evenin this lovely 
feafon, when all animate aqd inanimate na¬ 
ture wakes from the long dumber of a 
polar winter, every thing is joylefs and un¬ 
fertile, and the rays of the fun are reflected 
from the expanfe of done which inverts 
the city round on every fide, and from 
whofe bofom no verdure fprings to regale 
. the eye. I repeat inrtinftively as I gaze 
around the celebrated lines in Charchill’s 
Prophecy of Famine, which, however er- 
aggerated they may be for the country he 

intended 
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intended to point, are. almofi: ifcri&ly and*, 
literally true herei nor amlfurprifed to find 
a Chriftina. flying from thefe uncivilized 
and unlettered kingdoms, to the abodes of 
art and elegance. 

This kingdom has, however, been 
more productive of immortal and fublime 
fpirits, than all the others of the north. 

I feel myfelf afie&ed with a reverential 
awe, as I walk-through the church where 
repofe the great names of Guftavus Adol¬ 
phus, of Torftenfon, of Baner, and Charles 
the Xllth. I tread with decent humility 
over the vaults where their bodies are in¬ 
terred, and find a melancholy fatisfa&ioa 
in furveying the marble raifed to their 
deathlefs fame. 

v ' 

I have converted feveral times fince my 
arrival here with.Swedes on the fubjeCt of 
t^e vi&ories and death of the laft of thefe 

heroes.. 
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Woe*. They are almoft unanimous ip 
the apprchcnfion, or rather avowal, that 
he was put to death by thofe about him, 
and did not fall by a (hot from the walls 
of Fredericfhall, as is commonly fuppofed. 
As every circumftance relative to the fall 
of fo extraordinary a man interefts j and 
as there feems great reafon to imagine he 
did ‘not die by the chance of war, you 
will, I doubt not, forgive me if 1 am 
fomewhat minute on this article. 

Monfieur Voltaire has taken great, 
pains to prove the contrary, and to Vindi¬ 
cate the engineer who accompanied him, 
at the time, from fo foul a fufpicioo. I, 
however, think his reafons very apocry¬ 
phal, and evdn fome of the fads he re¬ 
lates, as rather tending to give rife to an 
oppofite conclusion. “ The king,” -fays 
he, ** walked out to view the date of the. „ 
** advances made by his forces: it wa9 . 

night i 


i€ 
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* bight; Be kneeled down die Better fd 
infped them, and leaned his head on 
c* Bis hands.* In this attitude, amid the 
** darknefs, he received - a ball into hist 
“ temple, andfell on the parapet, fetch* 
'* fog a deep figh. He was dead in aH 
**' inftant, but in that inftanthe had yet 
**■ force Snd courage to put his hand td 
** his fword, and lay in that pofterefc 
•* Megret, a French engineer, Immedi- 
** ately faid with a coolnefs which diftin* 
“ guifbed his charader-*-** The play it 
“ over i let us be gone!” I quote by 
memory, and therefore afk Voltaire’s' par* 1 
don if I do not exadly and literally relate 
it as he has given it to the world i bill 
nothing material is added or omitted. 

The Swedes allow molt of thefe eh* 
ftimftancesto be true, though they infer 
very differently. Is it, fay theyi proba¬ 
ble, that a ball from the fort fired at ran* 

I dom # 


I *«* 1 

« * 

tent) and in the night, fbould focfo&lp t 
enter Ac k tag's brain? Or. Is k not 
much more natural to believe chain jgaftot 
from fome nearer hand gt veto wdU hnio wd 
and dt drive a blow ? His attitude indi* 
cated an intention of defence from finnf 
near attack; nor woold he have laid hit 
hand on his fword to refill a cannon 
fhot. . , 

Megret’s remark was fuch, aa ohe can 
with difficulty fuppofe any man to npke 
on fo difaftrous and unexpected an event, 
as the king’s death, and ieems rather that 
of a man who had a presentiment of the 
Winding up of this Moody cataftrophe* 
Add to this, that the Swedes were tired 
of a prince, under whom they had loft 
their richeft provinces, their braveft troops, 
their national riches j and who yet, ttft* 
tamed by adverftcy, purfued an onfoc* 
ccftfnl and penurious war, aor WquU 

ever 
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(Verhaviff tiftened to the: Voice of perice, 
to confolted the interna! tranquillity of 
hiV country. Baron Gorta ? a oppredians, 
fbptftdded to thefe* w«m intolerable* 
and no refcorce remained, unless to dUW 
patch d» king* It was a very favorable 
opportunity, and was improved to the ut« 
moft. The prince of Hefie, his brother* 
in-law, made little enquiry into the afibir, 
and all paffcd without noife or tumult. 

I have been the more inclined to give 
credit to this relation of Charles’s death, 
from my own remarks on his drefs. In # 
the arfenal they pfeferve with great care, 
Ihe cloaths he was habited in at the time 
ftefql. ^hde I have examined very mi¬ 
nutely. The coat is a plain blue cloth . 
regimental one, fuch as every eommoa 
ioldier wore. Round the wafte he had 
a brood buff-leather belt, in which hung 
tiff fword. Hie hat is torn only about 
la an 
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. In tochfquare in thatpaftof ft-whicblTee 
over the temple, and certainty would 
have been mhch more injured by allude 
(hot. His gloves are made of very llnd' 
leather* and as the left one is perfe&ly 
clean and unfoiled, could only haVe been 
newly put on. The right hand glove is 
covered in the infide with blood, and the 
belt, at that part where the handle or hilt 
of bis fword lay, is likewife bloody; fo 
that it feems clear he had previoully put 
his hand to his head on receiving the blew, 
before he attempted to draw his fword* 
and make refinance. However, as hi 
expired in the inltant, -no abfolute info* 
reococan be made; and after having ex¬ 
hausted conje&ure, we muft dhtw i 
veil over* this ambiguous and dark trinf* 
adion, and reft contented with that igno¬ 
rance end uncertainty which fo often 
waits on the deaths of fovereigns. Dft 
Jolmften has drawn the moft finilhed and 
. mafterly 
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jnafterly portrait of .this extraordinary 
man*. which ever fell from the pen. of 
genius. Do you remember the four con* 
jftyUng lines ? They deferibe hip death., 

«* His fall was deftin’d to a barren ftrand* 

« A petty fortrefs, and a dubious hand 
** He left the name at which the world 
grew pale, 

V To point a moral, or adorn a tale.” 

V • - , 

I fhall not take up your time by a do* 
jgtiption of palaces, which are ever a re¬ 
petition of the fame ideas, and prefect no* 
thipg ufually befides hangings, gilding# 
and paintings# all over the world. Thole 
§n Sweden, though numerous enough, ana 
even left fplendid or magniheent than I ' 
, have feen in moft other countries of Ett* 
rope. Neither architecture or painting 
flifplay thefir beauties here, in any great 
degree* and their monarchy though 
* I 3 crowned 
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crowned with laurels Stld military trot 
phies, havfe never figttalS&fed themfelvesby 
the prote&lbn of the fofter arts whifch 
humanize and refine a natiori. There Id, 
however, one fignal exception to this ttf» 
hi ark in the perfon of the pte&nt Qoeeb 
Dowager, This exalted ttedy, whoisffft. 
ter to the reigning king of PfUifia, Is the 
avowed proteift refs of letters* and encoufe 
rager bf merit. Daring her hulband’sHlb 
ihe poflefled an almoft unlimited inflq* 
eftce over affairs of ilate; but at pre&nt 
ihe leads a 'mote retired and fecluded lift. 
Her fumoacr refidence is at Droninghtdm. 
This palace is the only one 1 IbaH m- 
Outely defpribe to you. It is neither huge 
or fplendid, but on the contrary is 
pofed of brick, and was erected by Ghariw 
the Xth| about the rraddlp of the iaftocev 
♦ary. It’s filiation is lingular, oa tip 
hanks of the Meier Lake, which almoft 
.Waflips oqp of it’s fides, The gardens, 

which 
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which are large* and extend in front of it* 
from a fine contrail to the profpe&s from 
evfpyotherpart* which are only rude rocks, 
firs, and water. It is the triumph of cultiva¬ 
tion and elegance, oppofed to that of a fa- 
yage wildernefs. All die apartments of 
4fae palace demoaftrate the fine tafie of it's 
owner. Some of them contain collec¬ 
tions of gems and medals; others are 
fitted with natural curiofities, marbles, 
..petrefadions, and infers* The names of 
Paul Veronefe, of Rubens, and of Rem¬ 
brandt, are not here unknown, and fevcral 
of theic heft pieces appear in the rooms. 
«-~I was aftonifhed to fee fo ample a li¬ 
brary; -the books are collected with great 
judgment, and are in every branch of fei- 
cnce. I have been allured the queen un- 
devftands Latin as weH as the modern 
languages^ and I could not help remark- 
Snga Horace which lay open on her read- 
I 4 ing 
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*lfeg deflc,am<5ng fever*! Ettglidi, Frehdi, 
-and Kalian authors; She' ’hae^eifeithai 
this palaoe with many vaiuableianthjblr- 
-ties brought from HerculantAftt^ add (fie 
>-idols of Egypt, Serapis, Ifis,and the Dc% 
Anubis, are among jier.cplledioni | 
jewn I was very agreeably ' difappoieffr 
td to fibd myfplf furfouhded with-^aU 
the richpft productions of Greece dad 
Italy, at a little villa on the banks ofllft 
|ake in Sweden, the very name' of whidh 
is hardly Icnown ih Europe, and wberb^I 
pnjy e^cpcCted to fee the ftandardsdf 
Charles the XHth, or the battles of G lif¬ 
ts vus Adolphus, wove in tapeftry. i 
Should not; forget, howeyer, to mention 
two galleries which are painted in that 
dtyle: ope is decorated with the vidtarab? 
pf Charles the Xth, pnd the other with 
thofe of .bis fan Charles the XIth» Thp 
lyings of this country feem to have pof* 
talent* for waf by hereditary right $ 

- • ’ * ■ - wi 
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( Mtd)We find no* one of them,-who feeraf, 
bu*i that .point of light, to have degenerated 
fnpn thcir great founder Guftavus Vaft. 
Jb the gatdens, the queen dowager has 
jhttly built a little palace of pleafure, in a 
;£imi-circular form, compofed of feveral a* 
payments fitted up in that tafte which w« 
jufually call the Chinefe ■, though, unlefs 
ta few Mandarins and Vafes of China form 
this ftyle, of which we really know fcarce 
jU)y thing, it may juft as well be called an 
^European ftru&ure, where whimfy and 
paprice .form the predominant character, 
and fpriead a grotefque air through the 
ivhoje. I have, however, received high 
.fnfertpinment from the view of this little 
,fequeftercd retreat, which perhaps, from 
^hc many various obje&s of curiofity it 
{Contains, merits the attention of a travel* 
Jar above any thing in the kingdom, ' " 

* ' t 

. The dry qf Stockholm forms a very 
piking contraft to the capital of Den* 
3 mark, 
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mask, from .whence I*m lately come. If 
is larger confiderably > but it's fuperierity 
of fize refults more from Angularity-of 
tuatioo, than any retd advantage it h*f 
.over Copenhagen in that refpedt- It iy 
built on fqven fmall iflaad6 or rocks form? 
ed by the river, and the fuburbs extent} 
on the main land to a confidcrable didance 
north and fouth. The inequality of the 
ground renders almoft all the itreety deep 
and inconvenient for carriages, but the 
lioufcs are lofty and handfome, though 
chiefly compofed of brick. It is enlarged 
nearly or' quite half fince Abe death of 
Charles die XHth, and there -are manf 
very noble ftreets in thefe .new quarters^ 
of a vaft length. 

• la the midft of the city, Hands the 
royal palace, on a hill very deep oa every 
fide, and commands a complete propped 
nf.the metropolis, the river, and circan*» 


h W ]j 

jacent 'country. It it feffllre, fronting 
everyway, and though touch inferior la 
convenience orfplendor in the internal part 
to that Uf'Copenhagen, has a better eM 
Wh&i viewed From without. It was be¬ 
gun by Charles the Xlth, continued un¬ 
der Frederic and the late king, but is 
not yet totally compleated,-—During die 
winter, the Whole royal family it fide in 
it, though difpftrfed in tho hoanff 
months at their rdpo&ive country-feats. 
I have feen alt the apartments, many of 
which are fplendidly fUrttifhod s but there 
is nothing which can vie with Droning* 
holm in the exhibition of art and refine* 
jnent, - 

Nothing can be imagined more lovely 
atari agreeable, than the appearance of? the 
tiw* it ifc divided into a-number ' df 
bsmetes, thefideacf which are covered 
wtobfifeife bwMtogt, s®4 elegant houfeo. 
• In 


C «♦ J, 

* " ♦* 

la (ome places, where the breadth is v$iy 
Confiderable, it’s dream is perfedtly tran¬ 
quil and (low: in others, where the chan¬ 
nel is narrow, it rulhes through with 
the hhpetuofity of a toirent. So many 
fmall iflands are formed by it below the 
town, that almoft every magazine of naval 
or military (lores poflefles a detached 
one> and there is a wild and romantic 
caft through the whole landfcape, which 
is not unpleadng to the (pedator. 

The quay is not long, but of a prodi¬ 
gious breadth, exceeding in that refped 
any I ever faw in my life; and I am allured 
there , is ten fathom water clofe to the 
(hore. 

I (hall have the honor of being pre(ent- 
ed to the king Thurfday next. You may 
exped to hear from, me, after I have feen 
A prince (b diftinguilhed for his abilities, 

and 
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and who* at the age of twenty-fix* haf 
changed the form of government without 
blood or difficulty; till then adieu 1 


X 


Your’s, &c. 
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LETTER VIII. 

Stockholm, Friday, yd June, 1774, 

I Will endeavor, as far as poffible, to 
comply with your requeft relative' to 
die young' king of Sweden, and to draw 
a faithful portrait of him froi$ the lights 
1 have been able to obtain. His perfon, 
character, and a&ions, are all fubjeds fo 
agreeable and Haltering, that there is little 
need to requeft a Swede to converfc upon 
them. You muft excufe me if I carry 
you a little back in their hiftoiy, in order 
to give you a more complete idea of the 
late revolution, and prefen t form of go¬ 
vernment. 

The opprefiion of the concluding years 
Of the reign of Charles the XII th was 
3 iuch, 
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fudh, that on his death in 1718, the 
ftates obliged his filler Ulrica Eleonora, 
previous to her afcending the throne, to . 
renounce all hereditary right, or abfolnte 
power, and to hold the crown merely by 
eledivc conftnfe She refigned even this 
limited fovereignty two years after, into 
the hands of lier hufband the prince Of 
Heflc* who died in 1751. He had the 
reputation of a brave and a&ive king, and 
it is generally apprehended, would have 
jrepofleficd himfelf of that power which hit 
queen had been deprived of, if his Want 
of child re n had not made him indifferent 

K 

to am acquifition, which he could not 
Kanfinit to his defccndants. 

. Adolphus, the late foverejgn, was $ 
wcak man, and unde^ him the democrat 
tical authority attained it’s utmoft heighth. 
.The royal revenue was very inadequate to 
Jut dignity, and his weight in the. fcale 



of goverbfaeftt inconfidfcrable oAd tit* * 

lpiicdv 

■f 

In this fituation'Guftavas the Illd fipcf ; 
deeded to the crown. He. pofefled the . 
fame advantage over his two immediate 
pfedeceflors, which his prafeot majefty-. 

. George the Hid of England did over h^* r 
on his accdfibn; that; he Was bora in the., 
country over which he reigned, and fpoke 
the language. perfectly. The Swedes, 
Who, fince the year 1720, had feen only, 
foreigners on the throne, were charmed, 
to have once more a king from among 
thcmfclves j and I have been lhewn,finc«L 
my arrival here, feveral filver medals 
ftruck to commemorate this happy ana, 
on the reverie of which is this infcripCku^ 
—Paitris land <t, “ It i 4 my native 
land.** 

If one may credit the aceoivrts given <g£ 
dm late procedures of government, while 

veiled 
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teftdd hi the fontte, it was Bigh titetf ta 
tedrefi the -injuries they did the ftate, 
which differed greater evils from the irre- 
Ibftttion; the delays, the divifions of a 
large affembly* than it can even undergo 
from an abiolute monarch. Time had 
matured thefe feeds of diflatisfadkion, and 
a young prince beloved by His fubjeds, 
was ready to take advantage of them* 

i 

I do not intend here to give an account 
of a revolution, the nrinuteft particulars of 
which were tranfmitted at the rime 
through all Europe, and which is too re¬ 
cent to be forgotten, 

v , 

Oh the 19th of Auguft, 177k, this dh- 
traordinary event was produced* which 
a£ain reftored to the crown thofe preroga¬ 
tives (he had loft for more thkn half -o 
century. The king's fecrefy, addreft, and 
dMSmulation in fo dangerous and critical 
.K ' ajttttd* 
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a jundnid* fir farpafled what mightitttvn 
been expefted froth hrs age. It k Add 
only five perfbns in the iut^dom Weeenlx* 
Crafted With she defigtt, which WWtC&r* 
tied into execution with as much vigor* at 
it had been planned with fagadty and 
judgment. The fohlicry and the poopif 
'were fucceffively gained by the eloquence 
with which the young king addrefied 
them, who plainly evinced the vaft im* 
portance of this quality in popular cam? 
motions, and public affairs*. Very fdw 
perfons were imprifoned, and that only 
6>r a fhnrt time j nor have any of them 
experienced, in the jfinatteft degree,'any 
diminution of the royal favor on account 
jof their, oppofition. The ienate took a 
new oath of alliance to the prince aixfl 
tranquillity was reftored throughout the 
.kingdom, , 

■ You^muft. pot, however, 
na unlimited monarchy, refembling either 

that 
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ifilSft'of France or Spaih, is eftablifhed iri 
SWedtta. • Oh the contrary, they pretend 
tfctrtthe prtfent form of government it 
built on the model of the Englifh one, 
and'that in fome important particulars; 
the fdvereign is more reftrided than ours, 
he can. neither make war or peace 
Without' the approbation of the othet 
brailthes of the adrhiniftration. It is; 
however, difficult to fay, what limit9 are 
deadly fixed, or how far they maybe en- 
larged and infringed, particularly under a 
p'riilce Who has already fucceeded in his 
firft enterprize, and certainly ^ poflefles, ih 
an eminent degree, many of thofe qaalifi- 
cations and talents, which have a prodigi- 
bus effect on the multitude. He is affa¬ 
ble in his manners and converfirtion to 
cotodefcenfion, and often makes unexpect¬ 
ed vifits to perfons of very inferior rank, • 
Where he behaves with an eafe and polite* 
«efs which fflttft infallibly render him 
*•*" * Ka beloved. 
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beloved.' Me inipetts into every 

ment of ftate in his own perfon, and tffti' 

meaneft fubjed may prefent his grievanHijBi 1 
, « * ‘ 
without fear of repulfe. His foldiery d- 5 

dore him, and the peculiar attention litP 

pays to their difcipline, the continual .re-' 

views he makes'of his regiments in difffe-’ 

rent parts of his dominions^ his difdadn of 

fatigue, and undoubted perfonal courage; ' 

may probably render Sweden focne yearV 

hence more important in the fcdle of Ed- 1 

rbpe, than the has.been fince Charles - ! 1 

death. ( At this inftant, there is a camp* 

formed only half a mile without Stock* 

liplm, where is majefty is prefent evefy 

day, where he receives the compliments 

of the nobility and people of condition in 

his tent, and where he ufually deeps. 

Very large reviews are intended in Scania, 

and in Finland; great military ftores are 

’continually laid up, and every thing has ’ 

the appearance of forecall - and defigti. 

' Cnablc 



y$abl* to reward tbofe officess who ad- 
hqed particularly tq him at thfs revolu- 
penfions or pecuniary emolu- 
mpn^j.l^e has.found paeans to attach them, 
by ribbons and ftars, which he diftributed 
without parfimony, and which are equally 
effqftual, without draining an exhaufted 


treafury. He has likewife fqunded a new- 
order of knighthood, known by the name 
of Vafe, which is defigned for men . of 
merit in every ftation, and which is con* 
fptred, without the lead, attention to birth 
qr diftinftion, on every man who deferves 
well of his country. He is active on all 
qccabons* and more commonly on horfe- 
hack than in a carnage ; and has rarely any 
of the parade of royalty: no guards attend 
him •, and 1 have feen him epter the city 
with only one domeftic. In his perfon he is 
rather low, and inclined to thinneis his 


face is not handfojne, and, what is Angu¬ 
lar, one fid? of it does not refemble the 
Other, his features being a little dUlorted ; 

K 3 an 
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ah accident which probably happen*} fa 
the birch. •* 

1 

The Swedes univerfally lament fbatlte 
has no children by the queen; and'it isoh 
thfs account, that his next brother Prince 
Charles is now married> in hopes of'an 
heir to ’the throne. The king is fold hot' 
to be of an amorous complexion^ or at¬ 
tached to women. 

. . I * « J 

When. I went over the palace foine 
days ago, I was ftruck with a fmall bead 
of a beautiful wonqan, in his own private 
apartment. The attendant informed pae, 
it was a.lady to whom the king was much 
devoted, when on his travels; that ihp is 
fitnee dead } and that when he received the 
news, he burft into tears, and would not 
be feen for two days; fo paffionate was 
his regard to her memory.* 

+ I have been fince aflured this pfrfon was 4 
French lady of high rank, and daughter to the mi? 
(lifter jfhp Wfs difgraced only a few years ago* 1 * 

I could 


/ 


s 
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r I could not help remarking llkowifc. 

Ip thofe rooms which his majefty occu¬ 
pies, that the walls were covered with 
views of Narva and Pultowa, and on the 
tables lay plans of battles and lieges innu¬ 
merable, chiefly thofe fought by Charles 
the XIIth and the other Swedilh kings, . 

Tpu may perhaps efleeip thele anec¬ 
dotes too trivial and uniihportant to me¬ 
rit recital, but as they may tend in forae 
degree to elucidate the private character of 
t map who has already rendered hjmfelf 
celebrated throughout Europe, I h°P e you 
will pxcufif the minutenefs l have beep 
led ipto, from the defire of conveying to 
you a faithful and accurate pifhjre of 

Thd two grand obftades which muft 
prevent this kingdom from anfwering to 
ihe views of an ambitious or enterprifing 
Sovereign, are the want of population, and 
£4 the- 
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offc* ti&tity df coi». * fuvptiOdito 
c hoar that lalarriige is nbt eftooUrage&i&y 
L pvcty honbr&ry or cm^lumentary maf& 3 >f 
~ favor, 'which the govenwnwit can cooler 
.TOnitj finceit fbcms the mofl cfiencfaioaAd 
- peceffary policy they can- adopt, . -i i // 

If the report be true which is'com¬ 
monly circulated relative to.the othcr-oh- 
je#, I moan the finances and public mo¬ 
tley, it doubtlefs marks a iuperior geoitjs, 
and a found train of minifttrial manage** 
meat. This plan is to call in at once all 
the paper‘credit now in .circulation* And 
to pay the whole of it’s ainount in fpeefc, 
from the treaiiiry ; but if this be really in¬ 
tended, itmuft require a confiderabletime 
to carry it into execution, and make fi) 
Xlerprifing an alteration in Hie Hate, 1 

• r ' If one may form any judgment frdin 
the appearance of affairs jp the North at 

th»« 
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$*wde n kc ms to havpJ#tle;to 
from any pfthpfe great ppw'f rswho 
jcCOfifthined again# Charles, andiatbecad 
isfewc viftofious,. Reflia is engaged in a 
bttdfefea and lexpeofive war with the Port, 
which has drained her trcafury and pro* 
vinces. The imbecility of Denmark, 
amre than the alliance between thp 
drowns, renders them fecure on that quar¬ 
ter } and Poland, torn by inteftine com- 
motions, is not new in the condition (he 
Wtte under Apgwftus, who joined Saacdny 
•ifo hfe ekdlive kingdom. Pruflia is In the 
’ deleft Union of blood and friendfhip j but 
« experience has taught how brittle are all 
< ithe tyes which unite monarchs and poli* 
tridau* 

v. ‘ 

J (hall referyp this till I return from j p?jr 
proppfed tour to Upfal and the iron mines, 
4 fet out this evening. Mean while, 
. .JMjicol / 


UNE- 



Elfcajr-Eae, Thurfday Night, Sth June, 1774. 


T UNEQUAL as I find my powers of* 
defeription to the beautiful drfplays 
df 'nature I have been witnefs to finbe 
quitting Stockholm, mean and Imperfect 
as' lnaft be the {dea I can convey of i>W 
je6ls'which e!«de the chains of* language, 1 
40d to he fiilly felt mnft have beenfeenj 
Khafl yef adhere to my promHe, and eii-» 
deaVof to give yon a narrative of my jour¬ 
ney, while the impreflions it has made 
on my imagination are yet lively, and^he 
traces undecayed by fucceeding ideas. 


v I quitted Stockholm laft Friday, in 
Company with a gentleman who did me 
Ac honor to be my guide, and to whole 
politenefs and attention I am exceedingly 

indebted. 
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indebted. We ftepped into our vis-a^vi* 
about fix in the evening, after Coring it 
.with wine and cold prewifions fufficient 
for a mu eh longer journey, and which the ' 
Swedifh hofpitalityJus hardly fuffered us 
yet to diminifh, we only ttoppad to 
ichange horfes, and about three o’clock 
in the morning, we arrived at the gen-, 
fieman’s feat wh$re we- proposed making 
a fliort ftay, I can hardly fay wc drove 
by night, fiace at this feafon of the year, 
darkncfe is unknown, and I could have 
yery eafily read a good print at midnight. 
Thehoufe is built in one of the moft eli¬ 
gible and pleafant fituatkms I have.feen. 
On the banks of a lake, about nine Englith 
miles in circumference, and in a culti¬ 
vated country. In the afternoon of the 
pnfuing day, we crofled the lake in a boat 
where it was about a league broad, to 
piew the mins of a cattle on the oppofite 
$de, which exadtiy faces the houfc where 

3 


WC 
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- we were entertained/ and forms a beautiful 
termination of the view. An antient pea- 
iant, who was at work in the garden ad¬ 
joining to it, conducted us through fuch 
of the apartments as are yet acceffi'ble. He 
faid, it was called Morby Palace, and had 
been built no lefs than eleven hundred 
years ago, as tradition delivered, by a 
bilhop’s daughter. It palled afterwards 
into the renowned family of the Oxen- 
ftierns, who inhabited it'in the lall cen¬ 
tury, but quitted it on account of it’s con¬ 
tinual want of repairs, which rendered it 
untenable. He added, that many of the 
Swedilh fovereigns in days of yore, had 
viiited it, and that national diets had been 
held within it’s walls, ft has, indeed, a 

* v 

moll venerable and majellic appearance at 
this time, and there feemed to be an air of 
departed fplendor fpread through the 

* f 

whole, which corroborated very Ifrongly 
the pealant’s ftojy. The evening was 

uncommonly' 



r i+t i 

i.; - 

uncommonly fine, the fun fhone full upori 
the ruins of the building, and it’s wgljs 
were walhed by the waters of the lake,- 
All nature around was' ferene and placid 
HP wind ruffled the furface. I rowed out 
a fmall difiance from the palace, and 
plunged into the water: J think I nevep 
•enjoyed the luxury of bathing in a higher , 
degree. We returned before fupper to 
our benevolent hofi, who omitted nothing 
to render our vifit agreeable, and ppefiang- 
ly folicited ua to prolong it fome days. 
Early next morning, however, we pro¬ 
ceeded on our journey, and yvere enter¬ 
tained at another magnificent country feat 
belonging to the fame gentleman, about 
thirty miles from the firfi, by his fteward, 
to whom he had previoufly fent orders for . 
that purpofe. We drove twenty miles in 
the afternoon, and alighted about five 
at a palace rather than, a villa belong¬ 
ing to a lady, whofe huiband was an 

Englilh- 
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. Etfglifhttaft, And is lately dead/ Th# 
name of the houfe it Forfmark. She was 
playing at chefs With an old nobleman 
when we entered, and moft politely bid 
us welcome, tfequefting as at the ftmd . 
time to make as long a ffcty as our timti 
Would admit. 1 complied wftH fo pofrte 
an invitation without knowing the fupef-*- 
added inducement^ I afterwards -found, 
and which were but too powerful in their 
influence over me. Tea was brought* 
and two ladies* who as well as ourfelm 
were vifitors, entered the roomi The el* 
deft of thefe might, perhaps, be about 
fixfy. She not only fpoke French per* 
feftly well, but cofiVerfed Very fluently 
in Englifh, which fhe acquired front 
Count Gyllertbotirg's lady, who Was a mo¬ 
tive of England, and was married to* the 
count during Ms residence as envoy at thb 
court of London. The youngeft* who 
"was her niece, might have. palRd be* 

nineteenth. 
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ni n et eenth , but I think could not hate 
cocnpkated her twentieth year. A fevr 
freckles which the fun had produced od. 
Iter fkin, in fpite of every c^re to prevent 
it, only fVrved to fet off the faireff com* 
plex&On in the world. Her features 
were very fmall, and the contour of her 
face more approaching to the round than 
oVal. Her under lip in fpeaking hung a 
little down, and difclofal a* times a range 
of teeth. pejfcdly clean and white* The 
colour Of her cyca yvas grey* but nrttUre 
hi d given them a perfitafive dnd affe&ing 
eloquence, whk& loft the gaafcr no power 
to remark critically their defedt, if fuch it 
wm< . Her hands were exquifitely form** 
ed t her fingers long, and their nails finely 
flipped. Her habit was a jefopt* & to- cam- 
f*gne< It Was of apurplo brown, triijfc- 
seed with white filfi, end, reaching to thp 
wriftfc. What it denied* howiver, to thp 
ihsr ia Ode part, '# dafcMrii ti* annthef. 

. Her 
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Her arms were invilible; but her neck* 
down to that part where it fwells into the 
bofbm, was eypofcd to view $ it's whiter 
naft might challenge a companion to fnow 
without any metaphor: round it fhe wore 
u blue and white fattin binding, and from 
that depended a little diamond crofs* 
which in any other fituation might have 
attracted notice, but here was loft hi die. 
fuperior charms of the bTeaft on which 4 
repofed. Her hair, was light, and deeded 
with a very becoming grace. When the 
went out, (he wore a white riding hat fur- 
mounted with a black feather, and Covers 
cd her face with a thin veil of green £Uf. 
Through her whole perfbn and deefs was' 
a fropreti and neatnefs which was fttfic- 
Ingly attractive, and which had peculiaf 
merit in a country where the women of. 
every condition' ate rather liable to tba 
contrary imputation. Yoa muft not 
WOnder at the minutanofs of this portrait, 
3 which 
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Which had yon converfed with the origt* 
hii, you would be tetxipted eafily to for¬ 
give. Her convention was fuch as be- 
came st perfoft of educatibn and condition. 
She (poke the pureft French, and with the 
xnoft graceful delivery. She fung prettily* 
and at my requeft favored me with two 
or three Swedilh as Well as French longs. 
I was more pleated with the former* which 
I did not undOrftand* than with the lat¬ 
ter, which I could perfectly comprehend; 
The reafbn was, I remarked* or thought I 
could ifcmark* a fomething in her manner* 
in her eyes* in bet a&icto, when (he fang 
the ftrft* which was not to be traced ill 
the other. I wifhed to know the ienti- 

tnent couched under the words* and de- 

% 

fired her to inform me what Was the fujjk 
jddt of thein. She declined this explana* 
tlon, from an incapacity of tranlhifing it's 
beauty into another language* and I teem¬ 
ed pex&ftly convinced that her avowed 
is create 


ercuffc was j oft,' though my heart tdftgyed 
a truer rcafon for her rcfufal, and gave^mf 
perhaps as faithful an. idea of the foi?^ 
as a literal transition could have done. 
It is needleis to fay I paid to fuch a, wo¬ 
man all that humble and arduous atten¬ 
tion which her perfonal and mental ac¬ 
complishments fo juSlly challenged, and 
to which I could not be in&nftble.. She 
feemed pleated with my endeavors to 
render my Self acceptable to her, and I }u 4 
the vanity and the weaknefs to imagine 
that when I killed her hand, and held it a 
moment between mine, before I parted 
with her to retire to oi^r refpe&ive apart¬ 
ments at night, that I had fome little in¬ 
terest in her efteem* We all breakfasted. 
' ' •? 

in our feparate rooms the next. morning, 
according to the cuftbm here, where peo- 
jde neve# meet, as in England, to eat 
.toaft and butter and drink tea round a large 

table* 
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.* On coming ctofon I'found.the noble* 
than whom I mentioned at my fifft arri¬ 
val. He is by birth a Pomeranian, and 
is* called Count Liewcn: he polTeiles 
the highed: honors Sweden can bellow* 
being one of the fixteen fenators, and a 
knight of the Seraphim, which is the 
moft honorable of any order. Our con- 
verfation turning on Charles the Xllth* 
his character* and victories, I allied him* 
if he remembered that monarch’s death* 
and would favor me with the particulars 
of it. He gave me the fulleft anfwer td 
this queftion, which* as it is perhaps the 
moft authentic and indilpUtable authority 
to be procured, I (hall repeat* as nearly as 
thy memory aflifts me* in his own words; 

'** There are now very lew meh alive* 

% 

<faid he* who can Ipeak with fo much 
certainty to that point as myfclf. I was 
an the camp before Fredericlhall* and had 
the honor to fervethe king in quality of* 
L * page* 
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page, on that night when he y was killed; 
I have no doubt that he ,wa$ aflaffinjUe<J: 
The night yras ex trcarpi y dark, audit w^f 
almoftan jpipoffibility that a hall from thy 
fort co.uld enter his head at the diftanccj 
and on the 'fpot where he ftoocL I faw 
the king’s body, and am certain the wound 
in his temple was made by a piftol bullet. 
Who gave it, is unknown, Siker was fuf- 
petted, becaufe he was not with his ma- 
jefty previous to the blow, but appeared 
a moment after. Thofe, added he, who 
are ufed ,to military affairs, know the re- 
, port and noife which a cannon ball makes j 
but the report of the (hot which deftroyed 
the king was that of a piece clofe at hand, - 
and totally diderent. I do not believe the 
prince of JHefTe was concerned, or privy 
to it, in any degree ; but the belief that he 
was put to death by a private hand, wds 
general in the army at the time.”—I leave 
you to make your own red onions on this 
/very extraordinary and dark tranfa&ion.. 

.. Th*' 
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c ^rhe Count Had vifitcd, affefif Charles^ 
death , almoft all the courts of Europe; hi 
was In England in 172?, and knew Mr, 
Walpole (afterwards fo celebrated) at that 
time. He had been in company with 
the celebrated regent of France, and Au- 
guftus king of Poland. lie vifited the 
beautiful Counteis of ltonigfmarc, miftreft 
of that monarch, after her retreat to the 
Abby of Quedlingbourg, and alfured mo 
Herperfon was then wondrouily attractive, 
though the was in the decline of life. Ho 
was in the court of Denmark during the 
reign of Frederic the IVth j but had never 
the pleafure to fee the grcateft prince and 
<nan of his age, Peter the 


I was abfolutely enchanted with tho 
Converfation of this venerable nobleman, 
and felt that wifdom can fafcinate as much 
as beauty, where it is fo pre-eminently 
poflefTed. Will you not then applaud my 
|>hilofophy and feif-xommand, when I 
L 3 inform 
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inform you, that in fpftebf To mwyJn-. 
ducements to prolong my day, I yet forced 
payfel/ away. the following evening, end 
purfued, though with refo.ftapce, my inf 
fended journey ?. I piuft, however, mem- 
lion to you one circumlfcnce relative. to 
the young lady of whom 1 fpokct before^ 
which may perhaps make you fmile at my 
cxpence. There is an odd etiquette « 4 - 
jufted in this part of the world for female 
- deportment, which permits to ajoycrcjr 
9n acquaintance the moil unbounded £»r 
rniliarity with the hand of his miftrefs, 
which ho maykifs, fqueeze, profs,, or do 
with almofy whatever he has a mind t but 
her lips, nay, her very cheek j s a palladia 
ym which fhe guards with unremitting 
yigilancc, and to which neither eloquence 
or fubtilty can ufually procure him any 
jjccefs. J was refolved to try whethqp I ‘ 
could not furmount this vexatious obfta- 
ple, and carry away with me at leaft onq 
^rophy of my conquefts, I was cpn- 

yinoed 
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vlneed no addrefs or contrivance would 
availme, without the additional force of 
authority and example to influence her. 
( bethought me of a ftratagem, and al¬ 
ready bound my brow with the myrtles 
Twas certain to gather. When I bid the 
whole company adieu, I began with the 
miftrefs of the manfion, and returning her 
thy warmeft acknowledgments for her 1 
bounty and hofpitality, bowed moft re<« 
Ipe&fully on her hand, which foe gave 
the to falute. • “ And now, ‘madam," faid 
1 in • Englifh to the old lady, “ I foiiH 
take leave of you in the Englifh ftyle; 
? am fure you have ho objection." St> 
ikying, I put my, arms about her neck, 
and killed her cheek. She was very well 
•fatisfied with this piece of gallantry, and 
laid to me, laughing, 4 * Go and fervfc 
Charlotte fo.” I advanced elate with 
joy, and throwing into my attitude and 
countenance the utmoft humility and Ap¬ 
plication, afkcd, if I might not afpire tb 

L 4 fuch 
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fiith in honor. ’ I fooaid ab&'-hcrwewlr., 
• have waited for an expiabitioonfcnt, w&4 
vhet juft going'tp reup^theifpait of niyifo-r 
frigues add labors, when ft topping 
fjaftily two graces, (he laid-her hand^Jn 
her breaftj with an air which implied 
more than any words could have alone, 
and throwing a look at'mO of forprifoand 
- refufal—“ Mmjieur” fard fhe, Mi ilfbut 
Jotroentr que je Juis Suedof/e .”-—She need¬ 
ed not tobfc more minute of firm m hfcr 
determination: I faw that I'had ondefti- 
'Jcen an enterprize above tpy capacity, add 
had only to endeavor to retire With honor. 
I difdained all approach tq violence,, and 
was refolved that what I could not fcqfftp 
jfrom her own confent, I would never af T 
j tempt to feize by compqlfion. Her hand 
fop tendered me, and ryajeing a virtue of 
^ecefoty, I imprinted on it a cold khj?, 
ojind bid her farewel. She looked at me, 
1 yrhen I left the room, and accompanying 
^ ys to the,gate, followed the qaniage v^ijth 

hef 
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. ^ceeytftiH it driaofit of figbto.-i .Whether 
bQat .intended; tibia -:ts fbme cocBpen&tifta 
farther rejection of my attpragMior Ytbtr 
j&& (be #4 not partly repent of hayiqg 
, ^fofe4» from ap illiberal prejudge* lbia- 
'ffPGCQt a liberty, I cannot pretend tp (ay $ 
jutd I was too much mortified and too 
:.jnucfr vexed at tbe time by fo wjjxtpor- 
and ridiculous a trifle, to concern 
pgyfelf to afcertaip tfle principles on which 
hpr behaviour was founded. I faop, howc- 
Ypr, fecowred my gaiety, which, this acpi- 
yfljsnt baddoudwl, and prepared my (elf fa, a 
yeryflifleveiit &eor, than that of Forfinarfc. 


We lay at a very pretty village called 
(bflarby on Monday night, and went a- 

^ -* « . *. i y . • . * ‘ i 

'bout three miles next morning tp fee the 
mines of Danmora. They are celebrated 
1 fa producing the fined iron-ore in Ku- 
'rope, the iron of which is exported into 
' pvery country, and conditutes one v of the 
mofl important fburces of the national 
wealth and royal revenue. The ore' ia 

? m 
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not dag, as iti the mines of tin or coaty 
which we have in England/but is torn up 
by powder. This operation is performed 
fcvery day at noon, and is one of the moft 
tremendous and awful, it is pOflible ■ td 
conceive. We arrived at the mouth of 
the great mine, which is near half an Etor* 
glifti mile in circumference, in time to 
be prefect at it. Soon after twelve, the 
firft explofion began. I cannot compare 
U to any thing fo aptly as fubterraneous 
thunder, or rather vollies of artillery dis¬ 
charged under ground. The ftoncs are 
thrown up by the violence of the powder 
to a vaft heighth above the furface of 
the earth, and the fhock is io great as to 
{hake the furrounding earth or rock on 
every fide. I felt a pleafqre qorrefted 
with terror as I hung over this vaft and 
jjiddy hollow, to the bottom of which 
jbe eye attempts in vain to penetrate. As 
foon as the explofions were finished, I de-r 
fermined, however, to defeend into the 

mine. 
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jtyne, There is no way to this but in a 
large deep, bucket capable of containing 
three perfons, and fattened by chains to a 
rope. The infpe&or, at whofe hotifo I 
hod flept the preceding night, took no 
little pains to dittuade me from this refo- 
lution, and allured me not only that the 
rope or chains Sometimes broke, but that 
the fflow and ice which lodged on tho 
fides of the mine frequently tumbled in* 
and deftroyed the workmen, nor could he 
warrant my abfolute fecurity from one og 
both of thefe accidents. Finding, how-r 
eyer, that I yvas deaf to all his remon- 
prances, he provided me a clean bucket,, 
and put two men into it to accompany 
pie. The gentleman who travelled with 
me, had already been into the mines of, 
Fahlun in Delecarlja, where there is.* 
ladder for that purpofe, and he' did no^ 
ebufe to lee a fecond mine, after having, 
pace gratified his curiofity. I wrapped 
pajfelf therefore ip my great coat, «aiufc 

fiepped 
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stepped into the bucket, The two then 
followed, and we were let down. ' I ah? 
hot afbamed to own that when I fo(itf& 

* , * m \ _ % ^ 

tnyfelf thus fufpended between heaven 
and earth by a rope, and looked db&H 
into the deep and dark ab/fs below mc£ 
to which 1 could fee ho termination, 
I Shuddered with apprehenfion,' arid*half 
repented my curiofity. Tfhis wafc, how¬ 
ever, only a momentary fenfattoii, and 
before I had defcended a hundred feet* 
I looked round on the fcene with very to¬ 
lerable compofure. 1 was near nine mi¬ 
nutes before I reached the bottom, it 
being eighty fathoms, or four hundred 
and eighty-feet, / The view of the mine, 
when ! fdt my foot to the earth, was aW- 
firl and fublime in the higheft degree* 
whether terror or pleafurc formed Ac 
’’predominant feeling as I-looked at it, h 
*kard to fay. The light of the day was 
‘ ttry faintly admitted into thefe fubterra- 
-rtcan caverns . In many places it was abn 
- — folutely 
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folutcly loft} and flambeau* fupplied it'^ 
place. 1 Taw beams of Wood acrofs fome 
parts from one fide of the rock to the o-r 


thcr, where the Miners fat, employed in 
boring hok$ for the admifiion of powdery 
With as much unconcctn as I could have 
fiplt in aily ordihafy employment, though 
|he leaft dizzinefs, or even a failure in pref 
ferving their equilibrium, mftift have made 

• * * * 1 ■ A <- 

them lofe their feat, and dallied them to 
pieces againft the rugged furfaceof the rocjjc 
beneath. Thefragments torn up by the 
plofion previous to my defcent lay in ya^fc 
{leaps on all fides, and the whole fcene was 
calculated to infpire a gloomy admiratiop 
iij the beholder. A confinement for life 
iij thefe horrible iron dungeons, muft Cuf£- 
ly, of all piiniQbments Which, ^utpan fub- 


; $ety has devifed, be one of the mpft tetii- 


hie. I remained three quarters of an hour 
in thefe gloomy and frightful caverns, ami 
trover fed every part of them which was 
. aficefiible, conducted by my guides. The 

weather 
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weather above was very warm, fcdt herd 
the ice covered the whole'furface of thd - 
rock, and I found myfelf furrounded with 
the colds of the moft.rigorovrif winter, a*- 
mid darknefs and caves of iron. * In ond 
of thefe, which ran a considerable way 
Under the rock, were eight wretches 
warming themfelVes found a charcoal fire* 
and eating the little fcanty fubfiftence pro¬ 
duced from their mifcfable occupation, v 
■They rofe with furprife at feeing fo un¬ 
expected a gueft among them, and I was 
not a little pleafed to dry my feet, which 
Were wet with treading on the melted ice* 
at their fire, There are no iefs than . 
1300 of thefe men conftantfy employed in 
the mines, and their pay is only a copper 
dollar* or 3d. Epgfifh, a. day. They 
Were firft opened about 1580* under the 
jeign of John the Hid* but have only 
been, constantly worked finee Christina's 
tin^c* After having gratified my curiofity 
with a full, view of thefe Subterranean z* 

| pgrtments* 
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partwentf, I nud e the figual for Jb^ing- 
drawn up, and can mod ferinufiy afifurp 
you I felt fo little terror while -re amend¬ 
ing, compared with that of being let 
down, that I am convinced, in five or fix 
finnes more I fhould have been perfectly, 
indifferent to it, and could have folved a, 
problem in' mathematics,, or competed a> 
fpnnet to my miftrefs, in the bucket, with- 

t 

out any degree of fright or apprehenfion: fq 
* 

firong is the effedt of cufioqi on the hu¬ 
man mind, and fo contemptible does darn 
ger or horror become when, familiarized 
by continual repetition 1 

‘ s Leaving the mines of Daflrrtora, Wa 
proceeded; to thefeat of Baron de Geer at 
Ldffta, which h about twenty miles dif- 
taut, t: He Stas gone himtelf into the 
province of Geftricia only the day before > 
bub had left the firiflteft outers* for o»r en¬ 
tertainment and reception with his ftew- 
•rd, Who performed with pnn&naSity bt* 
maficr^t command, and feemed to know 
• ‘no. 
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2 d bounds to his hofpitality and refpSe^.’ 
This is one of the handfomeft Country 

* t 

feats in Sweden; and i$, I believe, one of 
the moil northern in Etffope. Nature is 
every where forced at an immenfe ex- 
jtence, and art has omitted nothing to' 
embellifh and adorn a fpqt, which, with¬ 
out it, mail be a melancholy marfh, de¬ 
void of any beauty or charm. It may be 
4 very agreeable refidence for tfen Or 
twelve wcfcks in Jiily and Auguft, but is 
too near the pole to be tolerable the far 
greater part of the year, during fix months 
of which it is buried in fnows. The. 
ground has not been totally free from' it 
more than three weeks at this time; aqd 
though the fun ihone very clear yeftcrday 
morning, yet the wind being at north- 
eaft, which comes from the deferts of 
Lapland, it was fo cold, that I was half 
froze even in a great coat. So great it 
my detcftation of thefe inhofpi table and 
polar, countries, that no honors or fora 

tones. 
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tunes could tempt me to remain in them, 
and would rather refide in a cottage be¬ 
neath a temperate and genial heaven, than 
in a palace inveiled To many months with 
ice and darkneft. This fentiment the 
Swedes laugh at, and allure me that there 
are pleafures in furs and fledges, and the 
rigors of winter, of which I have no con¬ 
ception* I am very 7 ready to allow it, 

A 

and only defire to be excufed from expe¬ 
riencing them in my own perfon* I pre¬ 
fume the inhabitants of Karga under the 
Pole, where the Ruflian nobles are often 
fent, can likewife find reafon to admire 
their native climate, and juftify the pre¬ 
dilection we always feel for thofe obje&s 
to which we are accuftomed. 

From Baron de Geer's feat, we had a- 
bout twenty-five miles .to the river Dahl, 
which divides the provinces of Upland 
and Geftricia. Here we left our carriage, 
god palled over in a boat to the ifiand of 
M Elfcar- 
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Elfcar-fEtre, from Whence! now ■ Wifilfb. 
It is abdrit £hree -tmlds ib d/cu inference, 

. and almoft Entirely Coveted Wjth-Wo0d§Of 
afpin, 'birc'h, and fir. Which at this»fe$$jit 
of the ydar ajfe very beautiful, and ^proed 
-a gloorh and swfuinefs not tinpleftf&g 'td 
•a 'contemplative mind. We are lodged 
if.t'-a Very ’genteel hflulb, ;tbe tnttftej; 4pd 
•hiifttefe Of whhjh emit fto dndeavof^jto 
■fehder Ottr ftayagfeeable. As we atrivpd 
here’yeftfcrday’about nOon, it was.^r^jr- 
tenikm tohaVe Jdft it this mprrfingj Jwit 
1 have'found it fiftpoffible fo foonto quit 
'a place 'where‘I "have enjoyed the hiott 
,'fiittlHne and Wohdrous prolpe&I data al- 
tnoft conceive. This is the cataraQ, Of 
, the river Dahi, about a mile ant} a j^lf 
s diftant from the houfe where I am ^t pfe- 
t fetit.. It is noW dl^cn VdOck .atn^jjt; 

and I cah ; moft diftirr&Iy'hear it’s toar, 
, Which a!<5ne interrupts the fofeuin filence 
. ;%Wad over the ’ face of nature. I have 
'ipent hffar five hours ih'ga’lihg upoq'it 
• 7 ' at 
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"It different times-.to*day, and am yet tin* 

* Httitffied with fo confined a view. In vain 
AvouW I attempt to raife in your bofom 

1 '♦be mm illtuous ladings of wonder, rap¬ 
ture, and awful delight, Y^hich l have ex¬ 
perienced From it: in vain (hall'I endea- 
' Vouiy by a laboured dfefcription of it’s mi- 
' -hute parts., itVfhie and depth, to give yon 
correfpondent and fimilar emotions. It 
is one of thofe objects which to be felt 
muftbe feen, and before which language 
’'finks unequal. Yet what I can do to con- 

•veyfome idea of it I fhall. 

♦ / 

The Dahl rifes m Norwegian Lapland, 
and after paffing through a vaft extent of 
* 'country, empties irfelf into the fea about 
twenty miles from this place. It is above 
3 half a mile broad between the ifland I now 
write from and the falls j but at the cata¬ 
racts, it*s banks being much narrower, it 
J runs with vaft impetuoftty. A fmall if- 
J; land, or rather rock-, of half a quarter .of 

M a a mile 
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a mile in circumference, divides the five# 
at the place. In the winter, when o'ne bf 
the cataracts'is frozen over, the iflahdis 
accefiible, but at this time it would be 
impoffibte to reach, it alive. The eyb 
iakes in bpth falls at. once from either 
bank. The depth of each is about, forty 
feet j but one is abrupt and perpendicular, 
the other oblique and fhelving. As 
nearly as I dm judge by my eye, the 
breadth is not in either lefs than eighty or 
ninety yards, and I am inclined to believe 
it more. The tremendous roar of thefe 
catara&s, which, when clofc; is fuperior 
far to the loudeft thunder; the vapour 
which rifes inceffantly from them, and e- 
ven obfdurfes them from the eye in many 
parts ; the agitation of the river below for 
feveral hundred yards before it refumes 
its former tranquillity; and the fides 
covered with’tiill firs, which feem like 
filent and aftonifhed fpedators of it; foito 
one of the moft pidturefque and *afto- 
j nifhing 
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nilhing- fcenes to be* beheld.' in nature's 
yoluxne j nor would I have refigned the 
pleasure I experienced, .as I lay on the 
lppfe.ftoncs almolt immediately beneath 
it, and was covered with the fpray from 
it's dafhing billows, for the moft volup¬ 
tuous banquet a fovereign could bellow* 
—It is only nine days ago fince fix un¬ 
happy filhermen were carried down by 
the rapidity of the current, and forced 
over the precipice, where they all perilhed. 
Four of their bodies were found, but fo 
disfigured and torn by the water, that they 
could not.be known, and many fimilar ac¬ 
cidents have happened. 

• • , • . » 

‘ ' 4 

. After having viewed the catarafts this 
afternoon, 1 drove about three Julies along 
the'banks of- the river,to lee.the intreoch- 
jsients made .by the Rplfians when they 
landed in 1719, and burnt j the country 
ft*, every fide, . Here’I alighted from my 
carriage, and as this fpot. is the boun.- 
:• M 3 •; dary . 
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dkry of my j66rrfey to the norths tt&dM 
ne&reft approach I ftaH- probably «*•» 
make to the polo, I could not- help tea#**; 
iiig forte memento of my wanderings* 
by engraving whh a pen-knifo on the 
bark of a tall alpha the name of nay mif- 
trefc, and the year when I vifited ■W 
inclement kingdoms. At this bland* 
from whence I now writer I am only aw 
bout two hundred miles from Umea Lap* 
land, and even the intermediate prooincea 
afefufficiently barbarous and uncivilized to 
deter aily traveller' from entering tbenU- 
The gentleman who refides on this ifiaitd 
has given me foch a pidture of the winter 
as makes me foudder; and I blefs my for-*' 
ttirie that I bate only feen it in June. 
To-morrow morning early Wtf £hall turn 
our faces to the foutb, and eXpedt to teach 
the city of Upftl at night, which, as We 
do not purfue the direct road, is' diftant 
from hence between fifty and fixty miles. 
I capnot promife to write to you from 

thence. 
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«Ot» VfiU fiflt ; Oft 

ceetU tfcy, bu$ from S.V?9Wfe . 
tfetePnfjtafcgn,*# njy tqup. 

•■:r~-‘ ** : ‘ * * . ; . 
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Stockholm, Tuefilay, 14th June, 1774. 

. ; • * . • * * ... / 

^y'P arrived .at Sodofofs* ^bjkh if 
. iVCftly. p#* #13falt fifftp, ElfQftfr 
5»c* abaft ten tfclpcfc Fry^y roaring. 
The jqed Ifrsajopg the fides pfthe Da^U 
oq which the,vd|?ge i|felf is ^tufted. Aff 
l$r flaying VS> view the forger for and&atp 
$t this place t we pr«cpedf 4 *° tfpfd* 
<khJ arrived theitf *arly in the evening- I 
i&t?pded to devote {he following day to 
the Ihfvey of the college*, p«hU? bwiid*- 
pgs, corio(iti<s, paintings, afd. all thole 
e^kuhitiona of grt *n$l l#»r%ing, ufuafly 
foqnd in, families of ^p>vkdge and. 
flatly. . Thq Swedes 1^4 jnfpjred me wfltji 
fuch edited ideas of {j)i$ qniverfity* fhat 
I was pojy fearfyl ipfl a fingfe day. might 
hejar jpad^u^efa §tch aft unejertaking, 

,,. M 4 and 

. / >i ■ 
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gnd wiflicd to have fpent a longer tirne-iri 

» 

fo agreeable an occupation; 1 am, hb^» 
ever, at prefent moft ctftnpleatly unde¬ 
ceived, and can aflure you that Upfitl has 
hardly one inducement to draw a man of 
tafte to vifit'it, unlcfs from being the refi- 
fidence of a Linnaeus. This Lycasum qff 
the north has not one piece of painting 
within it*s walls, and only two of fculp* 
ture, which are bufts of Guftavus Adol¬ 
phus and Charles the XIth. A gentle¬ 
man who refides here, and who is ion of 
•the late 1 archbllhop of Upfal, did us the 
honor to be our Ciceroni, and to conduit 
us over the place, I enquired of him how 
many colleges there were, and which w*6 
the moft celebrated. M Sir,” faidbfc, 
** we have three j but I cannot fay that 
any one of them deferves your notice. The 
principal objells of attention are the li¬ 
brary, the cathedral, and the botanical 
garden. I know not of any thing elfe.‘* 
The fjrft of tkefe i6 a neat good building, 

*n4 
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gpdjfceee is a cabinet in it, at.which jpj 
W,a,ut of .a better employment, I fpent aa 
J^UF: or two, while the librarian ihewed 
me a number of little trinkets, rather 
)than rarities, which are preserved with 
great care. Among thefe, is the identic ' 
)c&\ bag which Judas kept,, one of the 
thirty pieces of. filver money t which he. 
received for his perfidy in delivering up. 
.his matter, and -a pair of red flippers in 
Which the Virgin Mary paid a vifit to.her* 
eoufin Elizabeth. I mutt -do the man 
the juftice to fay, that he bluflied as he 
flawed them to me> and I could not help 
.{piling him, that I thought the univerfity 
would not do amifs to fend thefe precious 
relics to St. Januarius, or my lady of Lo¬ 
ra t to, who, if they were not alrcady pro¬ 
vided with others, might, probably be 
highly obliged by fo valuablean acceflion. 

As to the cathedra], it is built of brick, 
jmd as the two towers at the weft end 

lately 
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Jafwiy wontedrspiaif> tfceyifcnve trad1 great 
tafle added o Doric ooehitntte to thefc* 
Q*#&c\vall«* a*d plscod tWa^gteatuiotncr 
of copper oi} afcft t&p, : fe . HRrftw^witi^r 
fttflding bt fef-ew* TOoerabkywhile (Im 
remain 8 of Gufl^vva Vafa* and Chancellor 
Qjtenjtfcenv repeftin it* ThelaAof th4fe 
gsiat mam, whnfe- virtue * and 
Sweden fcM reveres, bap he iw n immutt. 
ore&ed, dr epitaph inferihed to his aaatfj 
mory j while a Sf. Erid, whewas a kio£> 
and a devotee in fonbe barbaraes age^s* 
jweierved in a (brine of Alvar gib, end 
ptecred on the right-hand of thehJgbJ 
aitar. • •" •'* 

\ • » v i iU 

- There arc at this tame, m I am atitiredb 
near 1500 ftadenta in the •univerftty*# 
Upfai. They are not, however, young 
men of family and condition as whlvaaj 
but for the moil part are mifer&bly poor*, 
and lodgefive or Altogether in wretched' 
hotel* Bpiiri dirt 'and penury. The pros 

fedora 
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feflors in different branchoLof lrtmtum 
are about twenty-two, the large# of 
whole falaries. doe* sot toteqadi j^ol. or • 
i^oL'per annum* and are is general not- 
half that fum. 


On our toft arrival, the gentleman; whs 
accompanied me* sad who* wa* ktilwaariy 
acquainted with i-ionaws*. fiat huts com¬ 
pliments to fo^ thnt he would dp himfelf 
din honor- to wait 'on him if agreeable 
immediately, and would introduce at tbs 
dtme tune as Eoglid) jJpntlouaaB, who 
bad been induced to vifit Upfalirpm the 
fame of io great a mas. He fent us word 
in return that he would pay us a vifit in 
the afternoon at three o’clock, when he 
had done dinner. He came punctually 
at the hour marked, and after flaying feme - 
tune conduced us to the botanical gar¬ 
den, where he ihewed us his collection 
of plants, fhrubs, and flowers, which are. 
very numerous, and have been prefented 

to 
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to hirti from every part of the globe. At 
the door he took his leave and quitted iis« 
This celebrated 1 botanift is now in the' 
forty-ninth year of his age,. having com-* 
pleated his fixty-eighth only iaft month; 
He is of a middle fize, inclining to ihort, 
which is (till increafed by his (looping 
prodigioudy when he walks. Pie was- 
drefled in a plain blue fuit of cloaths, and 
hooted, as is common with the Swedes, 
At his button-hole hung the white crbff 
of the order of the polar ftar, which was 
conferred on him by the late King Adol¬ 
phus, who admired and honored him. 
He-enjoys a very eafy independence from 
his falary, and pupils in the univerfity j 
befidps which, he is faid to be poflpiTed of 
a confiderable fortune acquired by his 
profeffiom He has a countfy-houfe about 
■&vej miles hut of town, and keeps his 
chariot. He has one fon and four daugh* 
tcrk -'alive; hut I don't find they poffcfs 
any of their father’s genius. At prefent .h© 

very 
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it ry rirely attends the botanical parties 
which are made twice every week round 
Upfal, and are conduced by his ion, who 
is-botanical profeffor. Monfieur' Linn$us 
has been in England* France* and Germany, 
but fpeaks no languages except the Latin 
and Swedish j in the former of which he 
converfes with perfeCt facility. His know¬ 
ledge* I am allured, is by no means univer- 
fal* but confined almofl abfolutely to natu¬ 
ral hiilory, in which it is unbounded. His 
faculties are as yet unimpaired except his 
memory, which begins to differ fome di¬ 
minution. The remark* that a prophet 
has no honor in his own. country* is very 
much'verified in him; and'I found thole 
peffons who were intimately converfant 
with his life and actions* mote inclined 
to dwell on his perfonal imperfections* 
his foibles* and his weakneffes* than tb- 
expatiate cm his aftonifhing talents, add 
extended fame. Thus it always is where 
tve view the object at too inconftderahle 

a dif- 
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■a diftanee, and trough the medium df 
there -iittlenefies Which - are ihftparable - 
'from humanity. Well might theWifty 
"!Ro<hefbucaali affert, that “ Admiration 
•and acquaintance areincompatible. u Time 
only can hbld up to view pre-eminent 
merit, and affign it the due rank in the 
temple of memory. 

Upfal was antierifly the chief refidence 
of the‘kings of "Sweden, and ‘is much 
older than the prefedt metropolis. It i$ 
fituate in a vafl plain open on all ‘fidos, 
and at prefent covered with grain. ‘The 
houfes are moftly of wood, nor is there 
r one public or private edifice of Hone m 
the city.*—We left it Sunday morning, 
and arrived here the fame evening. In 
"this journey of near ten days, I have 4i- 
tnctt made the complete tourofthe'Prd- 
: Vince of Upland. The country is chiefly 
a horrid • defert, covered with Ihapelcffa 
ttooet, or with impenetrable woods, in- 
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^capable of Cultivation, and devoid «f 
^nhafritUnls. The quantity of land «o>. 
ployed in tillage idoes not bear the pro¬ 
portion of one to Wrtn^ i pevhaps VI 
might fay even lefe, withoqt any viola- . 
it ion of truth. Nature lias, however, 
Jftvade them in ftnne degree amends for 
3(hk parfimony, by enriching thefe batrqn 
■waflst Widh inoxhauftible minee of cop¬ 
per, iron, and filvcr. The peeafants are 
'chiefly employed in the manufacture of 
thefe metals, and I have vifiled fix orie- 
ven forges on my jouraey, each, of which 
'conftantty employs from four to fourteen 
hundred Workmen only in iron, Whtfre- 
dver them is a Country feat,, you may ^e 

* i. . • 4 

certain to fee one of thcfe.fabrics > and .no 
Cyclops were ever more degetrout in 
.urorkiog their materials. .. I. have fetal 
them ftand clofc to, and hammer, inthuir 
coarife frocks of linnet),« bar of orf^be 
•dfeat and refulgence .of which twtre ahtooft 
iofupportebic to me -at: ten. feet, ddlaaefc, 

and 
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and with the fparks of which they are 
covered from head to foot. . I had the 
pleafure of viewing the whole proceft 
ufed to reduce the ore into iron, and 
mult own it is very, curious and inftruc- 
tive. They firft road it in the open air 
for a confiderable time, after which it is 
put into a furnace, and when reduced to 
fufion, is poured into a mould of fand, a- 
bout three yards in. length. Thcfe. pigs, 
as they are then denominated, are next 
put into a forge heated to a prodigious 
degree j they break off a large piece with 
pinchers when red hot, and this is beat to 
• ' a lefier fize with hammers. It is put again 
into.the fire, and from thence entirely fi- 
niihed by being laid under an immenfo 
engine refembling a hammer, which is 
turned by water, and flattens the rude 
• piece into a bar. Nothing can exceed the 
dexterity of the men who conduct this 
concluding part of the operation, as the 
eye is their foie guide, and it requires an 

exquifite 
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exquifite nicety and precision.—It h cer¬ 
tainly a moil happy circumftancc that 
Sweden abounds with thefe employments 
for her pcafants, as from the ungrateful 
foil and inclement latitude, they muft 
otherwife perifh of mifery and famine. 

Through the whole country are lakes, 

and pieces of inland water, on the banks 

of which their palaces and villas are ufual- 

ly built. My late tour, has been entirely 

from one to another of thefe houfes, and 

nothing can exceed the generous hofpita- 

lity I have found every where. It would 

even be refented if a ftranger vifited 4 

forge, without paying his compliments to 

the owner, who expe&s this mark of his 

' _ \ 

attention and refpeft. . This cuftom ’ 

plainly (hews how few- perfons travel in 
this part of Europe: if they were nume¬ 
rous, it would be quickly laid afide,.or at . 
leaft retrained within narrower limits. 

I cannot lay as much in pr'aifc of the Swe- 
N difli 



f *78 I 

>d#ih refinement or elegance* z$ cS. ihfsir 
.benevolence and civility 3 there is, indeed, 
one quality which muft precede, thfife 
among a people 5 1 mean neatnefc,. a 
virtue which I have ever found in an 
eminent degree among the in h a bi ta n ts 
of warm climates, where, nature and pp- 
cefiity oblige them to extreme, clcanlinefs. 
There is a profufion of diihes. at their en¬ 
tertainments, but no tafte in the arrange- 

t _ 

ment or difpofition of them. The table 
groans beneath a number of covers, which 
are all brought in at once, and then left 
to cool during a ceremonious meal .of at 
lead two:hours. But. the.prologue to 
this play is even work. Before they lit 
: down to dinner, the company take bread 
and butter, which they waih dpwp with 
a glafs of brandy, and this horrid faihion 
prevails not only among perionsof condi¬ 
tion, but extends even to the ladies, as 
well as the men. I mull own L cannot 
reconcile myfclf to « cufiom, which, 
. though 
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though it dtxihitefsr originated Aona die 
extreme ctfdneft of the clamafe,' is' only 
worthy the Mdfbovites before the feign 

of theif rdfofmdr pfcter. " ’ 

.... - 

f hdve‘ made if an objedt of fiiy ehdfca- 
Votirs fined my arrival, arid . duilhg rriy 
refidence in this capital, to know if there 
are at this time any men of genius, or 
perfons eminent in painting, fculpture,' or 
poetry, as 1 fhould .have endeavored to 
procure an introdudtion to their acquain- 
* tance. They Have mentioned two or 
three names to me, arid lavished encomi¬ 
ums on theif productions j but I appre¬ 
hend their rarity, rather than intrinfic 
greatnefs or luftre, has given them fome 
reputation in a country, where nature has 
been fertile of laurels, but not of bays* 
The names of Steinboch, Piper, Lewcn- 
■ haulpt, and Oxenftiern, yet furvive in 
their immediate defeendants j and thepre- 
fent court is compofed of the grand-ehil- 
N z dren 
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dren of thofe Celebrated generals who 
fought at Narva and at Pultowa. 


I am now juft going to bid adieu to 
Sweden : where my next letters will be 
dated from is .very uncertain, poffibly 

from Abo, or fome parts pf Finlant^ ^ 

* 

I remain, with devotion, »• 

Your moft affectionate, See. 


i 
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LETTER IX. 

Ako in Fteland, Toefday, aift June, 1774. 

Y OU will fee by the place from 
whence I date, that I. have now 
reached the eaftern fide of the gulf of 
Bothnia. A fpe&acle of a fiqgular kind 
detained me, however, at Stockholm, a 
day longer than I had intended. The 
fcene lay in a large park, about an Englifh 
mile without the gates of the city, where 
the camp has been pitched fome weeks, 
and which is finely adapted for a martial 
entertainment, from the nature of the 
ground, which is irregular and full of de- 
, clivities: the rifing parts of it are covered 
with fmall woods of fir, and it is divided 
by a branch of the Meier Lake, over 
which is a floating bridge. The king of 
Sweden commanded about two regiments, 
N 3 moftly 
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naoftly. infantry j his youngeft brother 
Pr»ce Frederic, had under bia* n<af j 

I 

iooo troops horfe and foot They WMe 
entirely ignorant of eaeh othsca motion^, 
his majefty only endeavoring-to furronodi' 
the inferior army, and the prirtco exerting 

his endeavors. to effect a feoum vetrpat, 

* . 

T.ho <p«en dowager, with her daughter 
fee pripeefs of Sweden were prefent in a 
l^ttlq open chaife, which permitted them 
to follow the foJdiery over the held, and 
ho prefent-every where* The king, dwf*. 
fed in his uniform, was mounted on a 
Cream-coloured, horfe, and appeared a» 
milch animated and interefted in this cflay 
tf arms as he could have been on a day of 
attioa* It was about fere in the. evening 
when it began* - I cannot pretend to pur* 
fee the two generals through the different 
man&uvreaof their. conduct, which pafeed 
in too rapida.fupcefiioq, and were of too 
intricate and uncertain a nature to adntfe 
of a minute description, The refult was, 

however, 
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however, ftvprablC to the k&tg yhifrbte- 
ttof hawing neglected tafeide oin apoftt ( 
which might have commanded a retreat 
io«*& of emergency, found bis error too 
lilt, add when he would have availed 
bimfelf of this paflage, difcovered that bis 
rival’s troops were already ip pofleffion of 
it, having eroded the river in boats for 
that purport. After having endeavored 
in vain to force them from this poft, ho 
formod his infantry into a hollow iquire, 
and maintained'a brifk fire on all fides for 
a- confitkrable time; but finding bimielf 
environed, by a much fuperior body of 
fomes, and so poffibility of efcape, ho 
delivered tip his fword to the king, and 
fokliers remained prifbnem of wan 
His cavalry had, however, foized or t 
foiall but moft advantageous fpot, *ndj 
tmier tided by the fate of fhsir compa¬ 
nions, nefufed to furrendevatid demanded 
permifTion to marda off the 'ground with 
ail military tabors. Their face was not 

N 4 yet 
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yet decided when I quttted'ffe pUofe-at 
(Seven o’clock at night. It - vrati a very 
elegant and gallant diver fion, finely dc- 
figned to cultivate-and pra&iee the opera¬ 
tions of a campaign, and keep alive the 
knowledge of war even amid the moft 
profound peace. 

' < * 

I left Stockholm at four o'clock the . 
enfuing morning, which was laft Friday, 
and reached Grifelhamn on the weftern 
fhore of this gulf about eleven at night. 

I engaged a boat to carry me over to the 
Ifle pf Aland: the weather was remark¬ 
ably ferene and pleafant, and the little 
breeze which played was favorable. The 
failors preffcd me to lofe no time, as it 
might change j and I was tod well ac-, 
quainted with the inconilancy of the ele¬ 
ment to negledt their advice. I ordered 
hiy carriage to be put into the boat, and 
following it myfelf immediately, we let 
fail.** I drew the curtain before the chaife, 

and 
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; and wrapping:myfelf in,my great coatfcll 
i&ft.afleep. • When I awoke in the morn¬ 
ing, vfp had- performed more than two 
third* of . the paffage, which is forty-hve 
EngUffi miles* and about noon I landed 
at Frcbbenby on the lUe of Aland, My 
road to Finland lay entirely through it. 
1 need not remind you, that this iiland 
. hasj been rendered famous by the negotia- 
• tioiis which were carried on here, between 
Count Qfterman and Baron Gortz, in the 
year 1718,. which were defigned to unite 
the two foyereigns Peter and Charles, 
who had fo long been at enmity; and 
which in all probability would have given 
a new face to tfie affairs of Europe, if 
they.had not been rendered, abprtive, by 
the unexpected death of the. latter (bon 
after at Frederidhall. 

. While I (topped to change horfes at a 
little village called Harold (by, the baillif 
or governor paffed. me, and knowing I 
, ' muft 


/ 
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rouft be a ftronger,. very politely accofad * 
me. I was glad to have fuch aitoppof- 
tuflity of gaining a little information rela¬ 
tive to tbe ifland. He find, it was about 
one bundled and eighty miles in circOtri-* 
firence, and had upon it between five and 
i&tkoufand inhabitants ; that they paid , 
no pecuniary taxes, but were only obliged 
to fumifli a certain number of men for 
the defence of the kingdom j and that 
vaflalage .was unknown, they being all' 
free in the mcft ex ten five fenfe. * There 
‘•is no town/ continued he, * upon the 
‘‘’ifiaftd, artd tho'peafants have always re- 
‘monfirated again ft the founding any, as 
*' the SwedHh government have repeatedly' 
‘-intended. • My refidence is at CafHe- 
‘-hdlm, about three miles from hence, 

*" &nd"clofe to which you muft pafs. It 
‘ is an afttient fortrefs, built by the vke- 
Who- founded Stockholm, and re- 
^pakid hy opr celebrated Chriftina. It- 
^ contains at prefont little worthy a tra-- 
3 * veller’s 
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* veUer’s attautiw. Them indeed, a 

* room where thounhappy King Eric tho 

* JJXVth was confined., 1 have bad the 
*evriobty foroo few years ago to Tifit it* 

* but the ecce& is at this tune & ruinous 
*: and even dangerous, that I cannot advife 

* you to .attempt it/ I returned him., 
thanks for his advice, though I was fully • 
determined to aft. in opposition to it* and 
having hid him adieu, purfued my journey. 
I arrived in half an hour at the caftlc, and 
alighted voder the walla: it Stands in a 
beautiful Situation on the banks of a. river, 
and commanding an extensive view on 
every fide. It was not till after a quarter 
of an hour’s fearch, that the peafaht who 
drove, (he carriage, and who had known 
the cattle’forty years, could difeover the 
pafiage which led to the chamber, where 
the king had been imprisoned* and it was 
with Still greater drifioulfcy I could enter 
it when found. X crawled upon my hands 
and knee* under an arch, the {tones of 

which 
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-which having fallen down in k courfeoF 
years, had aim oft filled up the Way; arid' 
after paffing this narrow entrance, I had' 
two ladders to mount, which did not'’ 
appear capable of bearing much prefture. 
^followed; however, where my guide led* 
the . way, and entered the apartment* 
through a trap-door. I mud; own I. was' 
ftruck with companion and horror to 
think that a fovereign had been the tenant 
of fuch a»dungeon, which is too miferable 
for the worfl malefa&or. It is compoled - 
of done, and vaulted overhead; I jnea- 
fured it by my paces; it was about twen- 
ty**hree feet long, by twelve broad. The 
light is admitted by a narrow window, 
through a wall five feet in thicknefs. In 
one corner is a little fire-place, and in the 
others cupboard hollowed in the wall. 
The flooring is of brick, and, as the pea- 
fant pretended to fhew me, is worn away 
in thbfe places where the king was ufed 
to walk. -I fhould be afhamed to fay,- 

that 
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■that all my knowledge relative to thi* 
ipyal captive, and the circuaiftapca* 
.which produced hia confinement, arb 
drawn from converktion, if I conld not 
afiurO you: that this is almoft the . only 
ipurce.from whence fuch information can 
be derived. Guftavus Vafa, Guftavus 
Adolphus, Chriftina and - Charles the 
Xllth, have all had their biographers, 
and may . be procured in every language j 
but I attempted in vain, to buy at Stock* 
holm a hiftory of the Swedith' kings, 
there being no fuch production. 1 am 
chiefly indebted to the gentleman of 
whom 1 have juft made mention, for the 
little I know relative to ; Eric. He was the 
eldeft fon of Guftavus Va£a, andfucceeded 
his father in 1560. His name appears, 
among the lift of our Elizabeth’s fuitors, 
but he feems to have been ill formed by 
nature for fucceis in gallantry. He was 
immoderately addicted tp the ftudy .of 
aftrology, a weaknefs not confined to him 

alone. 
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altaie, but which clawftonted ibt tea* 
Tory in which he.lived.: He w&rdepQftd 
in- 1568, by hie brother. John' the DM, 
and after bring r cm o t ed to different 
fans, 'he ended/hit days'jtf Gripfhofophi 
Sweden, though whetherbya efatafthr 
• a natural death is mare a matter «f ipeakl 
lation and fafpicion, than of cdftth^tr 
fa£t. Every nation {terra to have hod it's 
Brie* The Wenceflam of the empire, 
the Peter the Hid efRnffia, the Alpha*- 
fo the Vlth of- Portugal, and the Henry 
the. IVth of C&ftile, are only the feme Ad 
ftory differently-told* and varying 
nuto eircumftances. The Englhh hove 
had many Erics: our aitoais are mbrt 
ftained with royal bloodj than any others 
of Europe* and foreigner^ juftly remaric, 
that one hardly pafles thfc ruin of a riffle, 
where fome oiie of our prindet hit not 
been impriforied or beheaded: - Buffotfca 
turn from this efigreffion. 


> . ' 


lleft 
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I left CafHeholm after I had gratified 

■ toy cUriofity, and continuing my journey, 
arrived at the termination .of the ifland, as 
the fun feu It was my intention to have 
gone 4 tt *& Finland by -the poft rout, 
through feveral fmall ifland6 or rocks, 
/from one to another, of which there are 
conftantly boats provided to convey tra¬ 
vellers. Juft as I wa6 on the point of car¬ 
rying this defign into execution, four or 
five of die country people came and pro* 

■ pofed to-convey me from thence ftrait to 
Abo. They faid, the diltance was only 
about one hundred and twenty English 
miles, that the wind' was very -fair $ that 
they had often made the paffage in twelve 
or fourteen hours, and doubtednot to tlo 
the fame now > that I needed not lofe a 
moment, as their little vefiel was in rea- 
dinefs, and only waited, my orders. I did 
not hefitate long, but complied with the 
offer, and left Aland about midnight on 
Saturday. Iflept, as I had done the pre¬ 
ceding 
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ceding night, in my carriage, and atfeten 
in the morning found myfelf in a narrow . 
pafiage* furrdjmded by high rocks, and 
the people employed in rowing. I made 
no queftion that we were, already in the 
jiverof Abo ? but was not a little cha¬ 
grined to find on enquiry, that the wind| 
had fallen away, that we were hardly 
thirty miles from the place we had quit¬ 
ted, and that I mutt not flatter myfelf 
with landing in Finland that day. ; They 
added, that the whole way was thro* fuch 
channels as I was then in; that fome of 
the iflands by which I failed were in¬ 
habited } and that if .1 pleaibd they would 
land me on one of them, where; I might 
procure fome refreshment. : To this I' 
gladly confented, and about nine o’dock.I 
went aShore on one called Lappo. I 
walked to. a little hamlet at a mile dif- 
tance from foe Shore: the poor pe&fants 
very chearfully brought me fome cream, 
and affifted in boiling my'coflee. No- 

' thing 
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thing could exceed their poverty ; * little 
black bread, fifh, pork, and a fort of mix¬ 
ture they called beer* conftituting all 
their fuflenance. After having made a 
very .comfortable breakfaft on this un¬ 
known and fequellered iiland, I returned 
again to the boat. During tUe. whole 
day, we purfued our voyage through a la¬ 
byrinth of fmall rocks and ifles, many of 
them covered with firs and afpins ; fome 

few green and beautiful, but far the great- 

\ 

er number barren and rugged. 1 could 
have fancied myfelf among the Cyclades, 
ib famous in antient flory j but here were 
no temples facred to Apollo or to Juno, 
nor .had genius and poetry confpired to 
.render every cliff and promontory immor-r 
tab Many of the profpeds were, how¬ 
ever, wondroufly pl&urefque and roman¬ 
tic, and I frequently flopped the boatmen 
for a minute, to gaze upon the extraordi¬ 
nary feene around me. Sometimes we 
went through channels of only twenty or 
O, thirty 



thirty feet in breadth j fometimes the Wa** 
ter opened, into' a co'nfiderablC expanfe. 
and often there appeared to be nb avenue 
on any fide. I was allonUhed hew fhey 
fo exa&ly knew their track, in this into? 


cate and perplexing maze, through which 
nothing befides long experience copld 
haye conducted them. We were about 
forty miles from Abo when the fan went 
down, and I was once more obliged to 
fleep in my carriage: we entered the /ri¬ 
ver early yefierday morning, and about 
eight o’clock I finifhed my voyage. . . 


There is not any thing in Abo, which 
has entertained me in the furvey. Or can 
amufe you by the defcription. It is a 
‘wretcHed capital of a barbarous province. 
The houfes are almoft all of wood, and 
the archiepifcopal palace is compofed of 
iio better materials,, except that it is 
painted red. I enquired if there was not 
any thing in the univerfity to merit atten- 
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tion i but they dffure me it would be re¬ 
garded as a piece of ridicule to vifit it on 
fuch an errand, there being nothing with¬ 
in it’s walls except a very fmall library, 
ahd a few philofophical inftruments. 

I waited on tbe governor foon after my 
arrival; he has procured me horfes on the 
toad froqi hence to Helfingfors,' the |irft 
town in my w a f to St. Peterlburgh, and 
which is one hundred and twenty miles 
dtffanf. A s the weather during the day 
15 %t present very hot, I (hall delay my de¬ 
parture till the evening. There is at this 
£icpe a great annual fair, and I have 
amufed myfelf this hour paft in looking 
from the window of my apartment, at a 
xroud of three or four thoufand Finland 
peafan,ts, who are collected together, and 
/orm a curious coup (Tail in their country 
dretfes. Adieu! 1 (hall write as 1 con- 

\ ^ ■ 4 t 

-tioue pay journey. 
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Wyboarg in Carelia, Wedncfdaj, 29th June, 4771. 

' - .‘c * 1 

, an p is not To very unfertile or un^ul- 

l tivated a province as 1 had been tayght 
to expert. I faw no part of Sweden,^x- 
qept Eaft Gothland, which is fo free from 
thofe vail ftones which nature in her an- 
ger fcattered over thefe kingdoms; nor 

* ^ - * / # »'• f 

any, where the foil is apparently more fei> 
, tile, or the country better peopled. *tHe 
pcafants fpeak a barbarous jargon equally 
unintelligible to a Swede or a Ruffian; 
but in the towns the former language is 
generally uied, and generally undferftood. 
I flaid at Helfingfors a day, more to reco¬ 
ver my part fatigue, than from the defire 
of feeing an immenfe fortrefs' built as a 
barrier againft the' Ruffians, and in which 
there is at this time a ^krH&n of Sooo 
men. It is hot yctcntirtHy compleated; 

but 





but as more than two-thirds of the foldiery 
are conftantly at work on the fortificati¬ 
ons* it is to be prefumed it will be in full 
readinefs for the next rupture between 
tWe'rival nations. 

I flept at the city of Borgo Frld^r 
night, and at ten the enfuing evening I 
arrived at the confines of the Swedifh mo¬ 
narchy. A river divides the empire of 
Rufiia from the dominions of Sweden: 
acfofs it is a wooden bridge, one hairdf 
.W^uch is conftantly repaired by the one, 
and the other half by the other nation. I 
was flopped by the guards on either fide, 
,fU>d underwent a very minute fearch be¬ 
fore I was permitted to proceed. At 

r 9 ' , 

. about a league beyond this boundary, my 
carriage broke down in a deep wood,- 
. more than two Englifh miles from anycot- 
. tfgq; it wasaboutfour in the morning when 
, this accident happened; I left the po- 
. ftjlioa toguard the chaife, and walked on 
X O 3 with 
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with my fervant to the nextRuffian him* 
let. 'We addrefled ourielves to Ihi fifty 


peafant we met, who was a Swfide ’By 
birth, and underftood’ the language. Af¬ 
ter much entreaty, I prevailed on him to 
furnifh me with a wheel from his own 
Jit tie charrette, as mine could not have 
been repaired in many hours, arid tliky 
even declared it incurable from It's tong 
fervices, arid numerous ailments. ’ I 
thought myfelf very happy'‘to procilre 
this temporary aid, ; and by the Help of it 
I arrived ait FredericJhamn the fanie even-? 


jng. Here every thing announced a Af¬ 
ferent people from thofe I had juft quit¬ 
ted. The features, the complexion, the 
manners, the drefs of the inhabitants 
were all Mufcovitej and a tHoiifand 
leagues could hot have made a more link¬ 
ing alteration than a few miles had done. 
It is exactly the fame in eroding the Py¬ 
renees from French into Spanhh Na- 
yarre | arid plainly evinces how ftrongly 

th$ 
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c hffi fCtcr .^e individuals .which' 
^C^qa^^c./ocicty is tinged and formed by 
^t|ie government, policy, and religion of 
.f|»c nation. * 


i . , 

j The plan of Fredericframn is one of 

the moil elegant 1 have ever feen, and rea- 

li^es in miniature that ‘attributed to Sir 

# * * . .• * [ . * 

Chriftoper Wren, after the fire, of Lon- 

s don, in 1666, all the ftreets going off like 

radii from a centre, in which is a hand- 

*' *' ' • ' t ‘ 1 f . ! 4 1 1 j ' 

. iome jiotel de ville. The unaffected po- 


ytenefa and hofpitality with which I was 
Received ljy General Seftikoff, ta : whom as 
^ governor of the city I paid my compli- 
j plenty pn my arrival, detained me here a 
ti d^y. He introduced me to the prince of 
Iffembourg, a German in the emprefs of 


Rulfia’s feryice. I mention his name, 
give.yju a picture of this country 
as ^?:f(y^{i ( bp<i ( it tc> IJiiipfplf. “ ,Thefe 
provinces were,, as you know,” faid he, 
" conquered from Frederic, king of Swe- 
O4 den. 



£ 200. f ‘ 

rfPri.’by tKe late Fmprefs Elfezibetlf. 1 t)n 
ffie eeffion 6f : them to heiy^aSd 'ihg'ttte 
cifation of the "Swedes/-'the beft eA&ttb 
^re bough t ? hy peafants, priefts/ and : itt& 
fairies fbVthe fmalleft-ttfflfes: JtiS'iralr 
feplefl/* phtfumvatdd' -atid- unfertile. 
nivS myfelf puVchafed above forty Erlgffili 
3 m11e$ of land li nee niy arrival for billy 
iooo* rubles.**^! recolletted thepfjnd?s 
%Ords as l drove from Fredcticihamn^fo 
d&i$ city, the whole intermediate couiitfy 

‘tfeing the moTt favage, rodeyj‘ and irthot- 

\ _ 1 '»*>•«»/»* — » * „ , _ 

pitable 'defert you can conceive: ffom'tfie 
Agates of orie to thc entrancerof the bthe> f 
1 J faw fcarCe any other figrfs of population 
than at the little hamlets where I flopped 
to change horfeS; yet has this frontier of 
the Swedish and Ruffian territory been as 
obflinately difputed, and caufed the effu- 

’ y 1 

lion of as much blood, as the moft plen-» 
jiful and happy regions of the earth. 


Aboi|t 400I. ftcrling. 


▼ A 


I have 



fl (J taye,JegK4<vplace fine* Stockholm, 
where there. fecms £o muck die face of in^ 
dsaftiy and cotmnerce as here* It is a for? 
tg£ff4 city, -and during the wars betwcop 
■Charier and Peter* when it belonged tP 
jthe former of thofe princes* was reputed 
4 frpng» the Ruffians having.been more 
foan once forced to raife the kege; but 
2 at prefent. the fortifications are very rui- 
dious.—*1 arrived here laft night, and fball 
qpit it this evening. I hope to reach 
Petcribuxgh to-morrow, though in ajl 
Probability late, as the distance is one 
'hundred, aud ten Engliffi. miles.., I §is|l 
.difpatch this as foon as I get there. Parf* 
‘W«lll . ... .. t f 

... ... Ymfeifc*. t 
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Sit. Pet$rfbu£gh‘, Monday, nth July, 1774, 

ru . . / . - 

?flV7TOU: muft not yet expert any de- 

• iJI> vfcriptioa.of this gceat capital*, whiflh, 
i though only a creation of the .pre&nt cta- 
.tacyvibas already grown* to a vail fee, apd 
loontiins infinitely-higher matter of, en- 
t teruinment .and inftrtictjon than either .of 
ihbbii from, whence Lam -lately come* : I 
-anaflftmckj-tttith apleafing afloriiflmacbt, 

while I wander among havens ft reefs, 
and pttblid htiiftings, which have riipn, 
as by inchantment, within the memory of 
men fell alive, and have converted the 
marihy iflands of the Neva into one of the 
moft magnificent cities of the earth. The 
imagination, aided by fo many vifible ob¬ 
jects, rifes to the wondrous founder, and 

* i a beholds 
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'beholds ihidea the tutelary genius of Pe¬ 
ter, yet hovering over* the child of hi6 own 
' production, and viewing with' a parent’s 
fOndAefs J ifs rifing palaces and temples. 
The'names on Which antient ftOry dwells 
with fo much'fondnefs, fink on a compa- 
rifon with this immortal man, and the fa¬ 
bulous legiflStors of Greece and Egypt ne¬ 
ver prefumed <to attempt the mighty 
transformation which the Cear'cOmpleat- 
; ’fed. : The followers of Cadmus, of Tbe- 
'' feus, SHd ' bf' Romulus, were ani reared 
the'feme Srdor as their-leader? hut 
fc . : the ^lufootHes, - Wrapt in-the mod: pto- 
' found baSbarifm, fecluded by their illabe- 
jtel. prejudices from' an' h>tercourfe> with 
y European nations,- and equally the fiaves 
of fuperftltion and long preforfption, were 
* forcibly torn ! fodm thi4 hlghtof ignorance, 
1 and cftmpeMed -td ; aebept- of knowledge? of 
“ refinern^nt , 1 aAd of civilization. I nMift 
Own I ndrer -cOnfider- : this fo recentrond 
'■'fo wohdrbus- an 1 etenti‘ ‘Without-being 

hurried 
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hurried away by an enthufyfm I cappgf 

'i 

avoid feeling*; and from which } now,^ 
turn* to, give youforoe imperfect deferim. 
aim pf ithf> fefliviti.es to. \yhjch ; I hayp 
djcen a wlteef? during, my toy here, ( *a^4 
difcfcn which l am only juft; returned* 

Vtn 1l .:•■•• TC 

i-'I had- the pkafure to accompany 
-Rabat Gttnqiag laft Saturday to the j%- 
laCe A>i Peterhqff, where the emprefl; $t 
ijariefent refides. It was the anniycrfafypf 
iher acccffion, when thereis generally^ 
■very;brilliant court. As we arrived early, 
;Iittd aa opportunity of viewing the,gJHr 
-deris before her majefty’r appearaw?* 

. They are very extenfive^ lying along, x^e 
,fhore of the gulf of Finland, and wafted 
iby it’s waters. In the midft of th?* 1 
dbands the. palate itfejLf, htuate po an.cmi- 
-neflee, .apd cpmmandipg a, fine view.. <lt |t 
>t»aa begun : by. Pefier thrift, but has bepn 

ienlafg*^ a«d improved fey^ppmp«?%(hf s 

ifeefler^ fit that ft ft>b*«pro<t epjv yfry 
3 ktgo, 
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large. ; Iri the front is a canal Of fomfc 
hundred yards'lh length 'which joins' the 
gtrff, and from which th tt&jeU ^eaWV^t 
fupplied, which do not, like thofe of Vet**- 
failles, only play on great ftftWals, -bdt 
conftantly throughout the* year. /Ebb 
apartments are all very fplendid j but my 
Attention was chiefly errgrOffed Jfy 5 the 
drawing-room, where- hwngi'fiVe mrtgft- 
'left portraits -of the fovfcreigns of Rufisi* 
They are all length pieces, but by wb?t 
matter I canhot fay. Peter himfeifis. the 
fiirlt, and oppOflte to him appears the Li¬ 
vonian villager whom he fiaifed from 

cottage to the inoft unbounded foyb- 

1 

reignty. I ftood for fome moments under 
this painting in fileht admiration of the 
woman, who had patted from fo humble 
ft ftadon to an imperial diadem; of which 
her genius, her fidelity, and’ her virtue - 
made her worthy. She is (drawn by the 
painter as in middle life j her eyes and 
hair black; hor^countemtnoe open, faul- 
' ; “ : / ing 
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ing and ingratiating, and her perfon not 
exceeding die middle fize. The Era-i 
prefles Anne and Rllzabeth fill ffieir re- 
IpedKve places-, in‘this apartment,' hut did 
sot long detain me from a portrait of the 
reigning fovereign, which is of a lingular 
kind. She is habited in the Ruffian uni¬ 
form, booted, and fits allride on a white 
horfe. In her hat is the oaken hough, 
which ffie wore at the memorable revolur 
tioii which placed her on the throne, and 
which was likewife taken by all her ad T 
hcrcnts. Her long hair floats in diforder 
down her back j and the flufiling in her 
face, the natural effeift of the heat 
and fatigue file had undergone; is finely 
defigned. It is a faithful and .exaft re- 
femblance of her drefs and perfon, as ffip 
appeared twelve years ago, when ffie came 
to Petcrhoff, and feized ffie throne of 
Ruffia. 

While my eyes were rivetted to this 
picture, and my thoughts ‘employed on 

the 
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the melancholy cataftrophe of the unhap¬ 
py. emperor which & foon followed, the. 
cpaprefs’s entrance was announced. She . 
was preceded by a long train, of. lords' 
and gentlemen. I felt a pleafure correct¬ 
ed with awe as I.gazed on this extraordi¬ 
nary woman, whole vigor and policy, 
without any right of blood, has featcd and. 
maintains her it) the throne of the Czars.-. 
Though (he is now become rather corpu¬ 
lent, there is a dignity tempered with, 
gracioufnefs in her deportment and man¬ 
ner, which ftrikingly imprefles. Shp 
was habited in a deep blue iillc with gold 
ftripes, and her hair ornamented with dia¬ 
monds. After the foreign minifters had 
paid her the cuftomary compliments on 
this day, I had the honor to be prefented 
and to kiis her hand. The grand duke 
and duchefs of Rufiia followed the cm- 
prefs, who continued fcarce a minute in 
the circle, but fat down at the card table. 
I followed the croud to the other end of 

3 the 

\ 
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die epartment, where a foraago of «#■ 
ferent kind, and perhaps not kits dcJpetfe 
or unlimited in her empire, had drawn 
another circle of votaries by the magic of 
her voice, and received a bopaoge (mm . 
her perfonal accoropliihmentf, perhaps 
more flattering than that paid to great nek, 
becaufe more the offering Of the heart.. 
This was no other than Gabrieli, wham 
Brydone law at Palermo, and I was des¬ 
tined to meet at Peterfhurgh: (he had 
juft began an air as I came up, and. I lis¬ 
tened hr deep attention for £>me minutes, 
that it laded. When (he had finilhsd, 

I continued to look st her till . Count 
Rzewulky, a young Poli(h nobleman, came 
up to me, and a(ked me if I wi(bed to he 
introduced to her. I allured him, he 
could not confer a greater obligation on 
me. She rofe up with great politeneh <K 
-die Count’s introducing me to her. as :an 
Englilh gentleman who was lately arrived* 
and I did not loft the opportunity to enter 
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hi# 4 ooityerfktfan with' her. She wi# 
pWfoCHy free and ttnreferved in her replies' 
to W huniher df little queftiont which { 
pat tO : her; She hud, that though -tried 
td'ttfe Wartnct* climates of Italy and*9icily# 
her- coriftituttori was riot impaired or in* 
jured by the ’fererity of that here; that 
the emp^ref? was" st bounteous miftrcfi^ 
arid flie had rid reafbn to be difiatisfietl 
with her preftrit fituation; but that, noti 
WfthftaridiBg, Ihe had a psdlionate deiire-to. 
▼iflt England } - a journey the had been 
matfy- times on the point of executings 
but had never yet aceemplithed. 1 affured 
Her how- happy the Bngliih nation would 
be to fee among them a woman of iucb 
pre-eminent merit, and how generous 
their patronage was to all the performers in 
the fine arts. 1 mentioned Maderinoiielle 
Hciflcl to. her, as a proof of the juftic$ pf 
*ry ttiertion/ and told her- that-the name 
of La* belle: Gabrieli .was already .top well 
known among.us, not to in%$j$» th^ 
<J: P moft 



mod welcome reception. I feined thk 
moment to afk her, if (he had never heard 
of or known a Mr. Brydone, who was at 
Palermo a 'Very few years fince, and had 
given us a defeription of her periba and 
voice, as far as they admitted of it. She 
find, (he' had not the pkafure to, know 
him, nor reoollc&ed to have heard bis 
name j hot mentioned Sir William Ham¬ 
ilton and Lord Cowper, as perfbns with 
whom (he was well acquainted. Our 
coaverfacion was mod agreeably inter¬ 
rupted by her (landing up to hog. I mud 
own I never heard any voice fo perfectly 
fweet, melting, and abfolute in it’s com¬ 
mand over the foul: nor can any thing 
exceed the negligent carelefsneis apparent 
in her whole manner, while employed in 
this occupation, as if Ate defphed the 
appearance of exertion or any labor to 
pleafe. I am affurfcd, however, her pow¬ 
ers. are (omewhat impaired flncfc her arri¬ 
val belt, and that (he does aot peflefc that 

compaf* 
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Cwip^ or extent at ptefept, which && 
1ml two *&)• The charter of ca? 
J*riqe* which &e maintained in thcfpptberd 
pqrtt of Europe; ihe has not bit here* a| 
Ifcfy Ufiivcrfaijy afqtiba thlfi quality fc> hflf 
1st the fcigheft degree* She waa at Milan 
when the cwprefs engaged her to ling in 
h*r ;oo\#t« The pr^p ihe demanded was 
70 »ofi n»hlw (or about 1500I. fterling) a 
pear* heddfs g houfe and carriage; nor 
Would (he relax; the leaft article of this 
fttiqt They remonftrated with her .qp 
. the unrealbnablenefs of fo enormous a &- 
lary* ggd to induce her to dimuulh it, in* 
ftffgMtd hot that a held fnsrOte! had 00 
more. “ If that ho the cafe,” fajd (h?i 
>5 | would afJvife her roaJefty tfl ttv»ke pqo 
pf her warfluds hog.’’ pf r fou* 

ftri< 93 y fionfidered in itfclf, is hy oh me&)f 
Ktah&blft* (ht dues not exceed; if (ho 
tetchc* the middhsfiae; hot features arc 
(mall; *nd her eyes blue i hut h tf Affch >-* 
wqm&wly white; and as her dfcrfi afualfr 

P a difclofes 
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difclofes more than- can ltridfcly be con* 
fined to that • part of the human body* 
it cannot be gazed oil with impunity] 
Her attractions have not^failed to procure 
her many admirers during her flay here, 
and (he has had her favored Mufcovite, 
its well as her Sicilian lOver. though 
her (alary iS io ample, it is only on pecu¬ 
liar occafiohs and great feftivals that (he 
ufually lings, and it is pofiibie I may not 
hear her again while I (lay in this capi¬ 
tal. 

i 

The court broke up between eight and 
nine o’clock in the evening* and I return¬ 
ed to Peterlburgh j though I went down 
to Peterhoff yefterday again, when there 
was a mafquerade and illuminations in 
the gardens. The former of the(e is ra¬ 
ther a bal pari en domino , as there are very 
few or no fancy drefies, nor is any charac¬ 
ter fupported. Every peffon, without 
"diiUnftion, is admitted on this occafion, 

and 



r 213 ] 

and there were not lcfs than 4.or 5000 
perfons prefent. Her majefty was dreifed 
in a blue domino, and played cards mod 
of the night. The illuminations in the 
gardens far furpafs any I ever faw in my 
life. In thefe, as alfo in fire* worses of 
every kind, I am allured the Ruffians exy 
cel any nation of Europe. Two psodi» 
gious arcades of fire extended in. front of 
the palace: the canal, which.reaches to 
the gulf of Finland, was illuminated on 
both fides, and the. view, terminated by 
a rock, lighted in the. iofide,' and which 
had a beautiful effedt. From either fide of 
the canal went off long arched walks illu* 
minated ; and beyond thefe, in the woods, 
were hung feftoons of lamps. difiTerently 
coloured. All the jets d’eaux played. 
Artificial cafcades, where the water tum¬ 
bled from one declivity to another, and 
Under each of which lights were very art¬ 
fully difpofed, amufed and furprifed the 
fpedator at the fame {ime. Be fides thefe 

F '3 # were 
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were fummer-hoUlfes, pyramids, and tem* 
pits bf flame j and beyond ill appeared 
the royal yachts on the Water, in the feme 
brilliant and dazzling ot&meftts. Nothing 
. could be better Calculated to produce that 
-giddy and tumultuous feelihg of ifaingM 
wondered delight. Which, though If ftfS* 
fca neither from the lindcrftandmg or the 
heart, has yet a moft powerftd StfflfceftCfe 
ever both. The fcnfes a}ohe are captlvi- 
ted, and leave neither time nor capacity 
td reafon on the nature of the wweitaih- 
ineht they profler, but whirl 1 ui away % 
i*n impetuofity which is not to be rfcfilled, 
-If We add to all this the pcJWtbs lof ttidfic, 
dancing, and wanton hours, together with 
the presence of a multitude Of both fe&es, 
habited in a drefe which levels ati diflihe- 
tion, pod is defigned for rhat purport^ a 
heart tuuA be uncommonly mhanthropt- 
cal or Unfeeling, which does , not catch 
(ome fpark of . mirth and gaBantsy at fnah 
«n 'altar, This impreffion, however, as it 

■ ' is 
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is violent, tod produced from temporary 
caufes, foon fubfides and expires with the 
oil and the taper which gave it birth. It 
is a- hind of fttorf intoxication, the delir 
rium of a few hours, when reafon refigss 
her fctptre, and leaves us to the guidance 
of any fcnfe which happens to predomi- 
n»tej nor* on a.retrofpedi, 4oes it appear 
any other than a gay vifon, which is paf- 
Jed before we had well contemplated it. 
There is fi» little obfeurity at this feafon 
of the year (fax there is no dackneff) that 
if die night had not been very cloudy, the 
illuminations could not have, produced 
their full edfeffc. . This favorable circum- 
ftance however, fuporadded <o the black 
vapor which rofc from fuch a. jmndtitude 
of lamps, and hung oner the gardens, 
caufed a degree of gloom, which, under 
the fheltcr of the woods, approached near* 
Jy to darknofs for about two hours, from 
eleven ttU one in the morning ; but before 
three the envious'day-Ught burfl; in upon 
P 4 the 
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‘the fplendor of this dazzling fcenc, Which 
required the canopy of night to gfoe-it 
any luftre. That lafiirudc and bodily 
'fatigue which I had not fell before, nd^r 
reminded me of the neceffity afrepofe. 
The lamps were cxpiring on every fide; 
' the company began to‘ difpcrfe, and : quit 
the place; each moment diminished the 
’ magic which had charmed fere while;* add 
the fugitive enchantment was paflfed. 
I was glad to leave it before it totally Rft 
me } and between four and five I got nfto 
my carriage, and in a few minutes "fell 
faft afleep. It was eight ‘O’clock whei f 
arrived in town, and the fun began to 
grow already very warm, I threw myr 
felf on the bed, quite, fpent with the 
. purfuit of pleafure, and glad to retire' to 
filence and requiefcence.-r-As magnificent 
and princely as was this illumination, 
{hey allure me it is not to be compared 
>vith thofe which the emprefs made about 
* two years ago, yrhen the' prince roy«4 of 
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Pruffia was here. . Her majefty went.q 
Confide rable di fiance to meet him, and it 
was fo contrived, that their interview 
'Should take place about the duSk of the 
timing: they then returned, back to the 
* «ty through a toad illuminated in the 
mpft Jplendid. inanner it is .poffible to con- 
eeive. The fire-works and mafqueradea 
wereintha fame tafte, and not,any thing 
was omitted which fovereign power could 
. -produce to pjeafe and aftonifh. If the king 
.#£ Sweden's intended vifit to St. Peterfi- - 
burgh fhould take place, which iscxpe&ed, 

- jhofe fqperb fpe&acles will be renewed. 

, % • * 

- « * \ ' 

There is not oply a magnificence and 

. segal pomp in this court, which far cx- 
. ceeds any I have beheld elfewhere, but 
every thing is on a yaft and coloflal fcale, 
refembling that of the empire itfelf. The 
public buildings, churches, monasteries, 
And private palaces of the nobility, are of 
gp immenfe fiuc { abd feem as if defigned 
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for creatures of-a fuperior heighth and tfi— 
tncnfions to man; to “ a pany infect 
Shivering at the btoeee ! M 

The ftatue and pedeftal which will 
footi be fot up of Peter the Great, are of 
the fame enormous and gigantic propor* 
(Sons, and may almoft rank with the 
i$*hyn&s and pyramids Of Egyptian work- 
inanfhip. At Moffcow, I am told, this 
fijrie is yet ntore oommenand more uni-* 
aerial, - The' paHce which the prefent 
cmprefi has begun, is defighed to be taro 
or tforee Englifli m 3 es in circumference j 
and in the mean time they have ere&ed a 
temporary one of brick, for her reception. 
The city itfelf is an itnmenfe aggregate 
of villages, and the Muscovite lords com* 
-monly go fifty and fixty verfts, which are 
at Jeaft forty of our miles, to make yifttt 
to each other* . There is a fort of favage 
and barbarous grandeur in this tafte, and 
whkh never appears in the edifices or pep* 

! duftions . 
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duftfons of Atheniurfcidptttfo or aflthitee 
tore. I know it may be ikid, that the 
diflerfcnce of extent mod gttktnefs between 
the little republic of Attica, and die wide 
empire of Ruffia, may give rile to a diffe¬ 
rent ftandard of beauty and elegance ; but 
this is not Efficient to alter the original 
and invariable criterion of nature, which 
is the fame in every country. 

\ 

As the feftiyities are now finifhed at 
court, I fhall have time to vifit the prin¬ 
cipal objedts of curiofity and entertain¬ 
ment in this city, and you may expedt in 

i 

my next letter fome account of them. 
My intention of going to Mofcow, I 
have at length, though Very reluctantly, 
laid afide, on account of the advancement 
of the feafon, it being too long and dif- 
agreeable a journey to undertake by land, 
through Livonia, Courland, Pruflia, and 
Germany, after the ift of September, 
when the autumnal rains matte the roads 

W 



in iome of thcfe countries almoft unpay¬ 
able. The weather is at prefent infuffer-. 

i 

ably hot, and far exceeds that which you 
ever experience in England. 

I remain, with attachment. 


Yours, &c. 
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LETTER XI. 


St. Peteriborgh, Fridays 15th July) 1774. 

T HE veneration of the Ruffians for 
their hero and legiflator Peter, ap¬ 
proaches, as yo(U will naturally imagine, 
to idolatry, and increafes as they recede 
from the time in which he perfonally 
flourilhed. The impartial and difeerning 
few, who can diveft themfelves of preju¬ 
dice, and view objeds free from the blaze 
which ufually dazzles and deludes the 
multitude, have, however, regarded his 
character and condud with different eyes, 
and even made thofe adions on which 
his fame is built, the fubjed of criticifin, 
if- not of cenfure. Fifty years which have 
now nearly elapfed fince his death, have 
drawn die veil in fome degree f rom before 
the political fanduary, and experience of 

the 
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the beneficial or pernicious nature of life 
regulations, has affixed to them theftaiqp 
of excellence or error* So imperfect and 
fhort-fighted is man, (6 limited the fpherd 
of human forefight, that thofe cauJfes 
which teem at a firft wew replete with 
blcffiogs, often contain a latent poifon* 
which, when matured by time, nan de> 
ftroy thefc expected confequencea, and 
force us to condemn, on a rctrofpe#* that 
which we at firft applauded* Monfieuf 
Voltaire* who, through all his writings, 
is more commonly led by.goniua and fan** 
cy, than a ftrifi regard to truth and impar* 
tialaty, hds conduced not a little to corn** 
plete the general delation, and to inueft 
bis Hero Peter with a falfe and mlflaketa 
fplendor* There are only three grand 
points of light in which we can regard 
him ; as tkacivijfeer, the foeertign, and 
the law-giver of fils county j and them 
are perfens Who affitrt, that he -only fao 
ededed partially even in the fir#: of tfiefft# 
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tb the completion .of which he Sacrificed 
the ether two, or elSe he evidently raiftooh 
them. Hear their arguments, and decide 
for yourfelf. ’ * The Muscovites were no 

* doubt,' fay they, * at the commence* 

* ment of the prefent century, wrapt in 

* deep and total ignorance; they had no 

* communication with the European na* 

* tions, whom thiey difliked and defpifbd. 
‘ The Czar broke down this barrier; 

* he forced upon diem arts and refine* 
4 ments, of which they never before had 

* a conception $ he obliged them to adopt 

* a different habit, and different manners: 

* -—but all this change was external j and 

* though it has destroyed that rude origi* 

* nahty of character which marked then! 
4 heretofore, has not given them any thing 
4 valuable or ennobling in it's dead. Far 
4 the greater number of the Ruffian boyars 
4 or nobles have newer Seen.the prefent 
'* court or capital, bat live .pn their , own 

* eftates about Mofeow, totally ccgardlpfs 

* of 
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* of the reigning prince, and fettle stfk&ai 

0 

'< by or attcntire to regulations made art 

* the diftance of four or fire hundred 

* miles, and imperfedly carried into cx» 
<001100. But whatever judgment wd 

* form relative to their civilization, it ig 

< tmpoffible not to pronounce Peter’s com* 

< dud as a monarch pernicious, miftakeo, 

< and injudicious. The vaft dominions 

* of Mufcovy, which extend to the. nor- 1 > 

< them frontier of China, Petfia, and 
.... < Turky, render the empire more’a mem-* 

< ber of Alia than of Europe: the metro* 

• * polis of this immenfe trad of country 

f was very wifely eftablifhed at Mofcow, 

< which from it’s fituation in the internal 

* part of it, enablod the government to 

< extend it’s authority over the moft re* 

* mote provinces, and to rcftrain. by it’s 

* prefence and vicinity, die many wan* 
X < dring and ferocious, tribes 1 which com* 

* -pole it, and whom -’nothing except the 

* immediate and viiiblc hand of defpfific ■ 

i * power 
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pefrer can ever rrftrain within allegiance 
end fubjedion. But all thefe important 
confederations were overlooked by the 
Czar> who, inflamed with defile to be* 
cerpe an European fovereign, refigned 
ill his natural importance and weight 
aa an Afiatic one, to poftefs himfelf of 
two or three barren provinces of Swe- - 
den j and wafted his life amid intrigues 
and battles 'to maintain himfelf in his 
acquifitions. His eftablifhment of the 
capital 'in the extreme corner of the 
empire on the banks of the gulf of Fin¬ 
land, in a morafs to which nature has * 
denied every advantage, and in a moft 
inclement latitude, was the effect of 
thefe politics. If he had only made 
commerce the object of his care when 
he founded this city, he would doubtlefs 
haVe aCted wifely, fincehis people might 
then have reaped the advantages of a 
connection with Europe, and yet have 
maintained their rank in die fyftem 

‘of 
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* of Afia.—?As the father of his people, 

* to whom their happpinefs thould hav^ 

* been ever dear, and wfych is the laft 

charader in which we confider hiqi, 

. .1 ’ 

* what can we fay ? The multitudes who 

* fell a facrifice to the eredion of his new 

■ - . * 

* capital, from the unwholefome and nox- 

* ious vapours of the marfhy iilands on 
,* which it is fituate, and the unlimited 

* feverity, perhaps cruelty, pradifed to 

* introduce and enforce his regulations a* 

* mong his fubjeds, rather make a mind 

* of benevolence and humanity, wiflktp 
■' * draw a veil over the unhappy neceffity 

* urged to apologize for this branch o£ 

* his public condud.—Notwithftatoding 

* all thefe diminutions of his glory, it mulj 

* dill be ever avowed that he was a great 

, . i « 

* prince, and that his errors were fucl^ 

* that, if he had enjoyed a longer life, an£ 
‘ of conference a more extenfive expe- 

* rience, he himfelf would have amende^. 

* If Peter could have infured to himfelf im,- 

* mortality. 
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* mortality, fuch was his wirdom and dif- 
Vcernment, that he would have correded 
' his own miftakes, and have rifen upon 

* his very faults j but the reverfe has 

* unhappily been the cafe. His fuc- 

* ccflors, who knew not how to feparate 

* the wife from the. unwife parts of his 

* adminiftration, have profecutcd to their 

* utmoft extent his errors, and blindly ad- 

* hered to all his intentions, from rove- 

V • 

* rence to his memory. The genius .of 

* Peter furvived for a moment under Ca- 

* therine; but her reign was very fhort: 

* and fo far have the Mufcovites been from 

* an advance in real greatnefs fince that 

* time, that the year 1730 may be fixed 

* as the period from which their affairs 

* have returned in a contrary dire&ion. 

* Under the Emprefs Anne, this decay 

* was not fo apparent: fhe governed the 

* Ruffians by terror, and held the knout 
‘ Conftantly in her hand. . Elizabeth, het 
' fucceflor, relaxed the reins of govern- 

Q^a * ment. 
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* meat, and the indulgence which (he 

* allowed herfdf flic extended to her fob- 

* jedts. She made a vow not to ihed any 

* blood by- the executioner’s hand during 

* her reign, and kept- it j but Ihe need- 

* lefly engaged in the late general war, 
and iacrificed thousands during it’s con-; 

* tinuance. The reigning emprefe is mild, 

* humane, arfd palfionately anxious to pro- 
*• mote.the happinefs of her fubjedts; bur 

* the peculiar circumftances which feated 
*■ her in. the throne, fetter her conduct, and 

* deprive her in a great meafureof the pow- 

* er to adfc m conformity with the didbttee 

* of her own judgment.’—I know you will 
be furprifed at fb different a pidiurc from 
the ofually received ones of this great em¬ 
pire,, which we rcgard.ever day as more 
an objedt of political terror andwatchful- 
nefs, and from whofe arms Europe has 
even, been taught to dread another uni* 
verfal monarchy.. But it mull be remem* 
bered, tha{ the lights by which we judge 

are 
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arc very few, and very fallacious; nor are 
W£ acquainted with thofe fecret caufes 
which operate moft powerfully, and which 
will probably ever prevent this nation 
from the attainment of any dangerous fu- 
periority over it’s neighbours.—I'havebeen 
ied much farther than I at firfjt intended 
by thefe reflexions, and tfuli moft gladly 
quit this train of Ipeculation, where | 
may at once delude and be deluded, to 
return to incidents and feelings more a- 
dapted to my comprehcnfion, and more 
interefling to my heart. 

\ 

One of the nobleft monuments of the 
gratitude and veneration univerfally paid 
to Peter the 1ft, is that which, her prefent 
majefty has ordered to be ereded. It is 
an equeftrian ftatue, and has been fome 
years under the hands of Monfleur. Fal- 
connette. 1 was introduced to this great 
ftatuary only a few days ago, and had the 
pleafure to fee the model, which is already 
0^3 . com- 
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com pleated. Ia this production he has 
United the grcatetf fimplicity with the 
-trueft fublknity of conception, J'Jo other 
statue, whether antient or modern, gave * 
-him the defign, which is Angular in it’s 
kind, and is-admirably adapted to exprde 
the chara&er of the man, and the nation 
over which he reigned, Inftead of a pe- 
deftal adornbd with inferiptiens, or fur-» 
rounded by flaves, he appears mounted 
on a rock or itone of a prodigious fize, 
up the afeent of which the horfe labors, 
end appears to have nearly reached it’s 
fummit, This attitude has given, him 
: room to exert great anatomical beauty and 
ikill in the mufcles of the hoFfe's hind 
thighs and. hams, on which the whole 
weight of his body is neceflarily iuftained. 
The Czar’s figure is full of fire and fpirit; 
he fits on a bear's lkin, and is clad in a 
Ample habit not charaCtcriilic of any par-? 
ticular country, but fuch as may be worn, 
without violation of propriety, by an in r 
. habitant 
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habitant of any. His eye is dire&ed to 
tome apparently diftant object, defigned 
to be the citadel, and on his features art 
moil ftrongly imprefled the fentiment of 
** deliberation and public care his left 
hand holds the bridle, and his right is ex¬ 
tended, as the artift himfelf expreficd it, 
en fere & en maitre . Under the figure 
on the rock is this infcription: Petro 
'Primo, Catherina Secunda POStf- 
- IT, 177 . ** I have endeavored,” faid 

Monfieur Falconette, “ while I worked 
** on this model,-to catch, as far as poffi- 
“ ble, the genuine feelings of the Muf- 
“ covite legiflator, and to give him fuch 
“ an expreffion as himfelf would have 
*< owned. I have dot decked his perfon 
“ with emblems of Roman confulage, or 
" put a Marechal's baton into his hand : 
“an an dent drefs would have been nn- 
“ natural; and the Ruffian he wifhed'to 
“ abolifh. The fkin on which he is feat- 
(f ed, is emblematical of the nation he 
• <u refined. 
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*’ refined. Poffibly, (aid ht, the' Czar 
«« would have aflced me, why I did no$ 
rt put*a fabre into his hand; but, perhaps 
** he made too great a ufe of it when 
41 alive, and a fculptor ought only to ex* 
41 hibit thofe parts of a character which 
44 refled honor on it, and rather to draw 
« a yeil acroft the errors and vices which 
** tarnifh it, A labored panegyric would 
4t have been equally injudicious and an- 
f‘ nepeffitry, fince hiftory has already per- 
** formed that office with impartial juftice, 
** and held up his name to univerfal re* 
“ gard j and I muft do her prefent roa- 
** jefty the juftice to fay,, ftie had taftc 
** and difcernment enough perfedly to 
** fee this, and to prefer the prefent fliorj 
** infcription to any other which could 
** be coropofed.”*—-Every thing is now in 
preparation to caft the ftatue itfelf, which 
will, when flniffied, he peihaps incon- 
teftibly the moft matchlefs produ&ion of 
it’s kind in* E«rope.~*Apart from his ge* 

niui 
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a* an atftift, Falconette is a map of 
y i y nmmon talent6, erudition, and expan- 
N Hop of fcptinaent: he is a citizen of 
th* earth, and totally unfettered by the 
little mean diminutions of climate or of 
country, which diminiih the benevolence 
of the heart, and fet bounds tp philanthro¬ 
py. He is, however, faid to poflefs, in a 
high degree, that forentfs , as Pope expref- 
fed it, that impatience of unmerited cen- 
hire and little pecviihnefs, which notes of 
fine parts often difcover, on account of 
the erroneous judgment which the multi¬ 
tude form of their abilities and execution. 
He paid many fine encomiums to the me¬ 
rit ojf our prefent painters in England, 
particularly to Sir Jofhua Reynolds, with 
whom, he faid, be maintained a conftant 
conefpondence, and interchange of their 
refpe&ive compofitions. “ Count Hugo- 
lino in the dungeon,” hung over his 
chimney-piece, which, he faid, the Che¬ 
valier Reynolds bad lately prefented him, 

and 
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and the exquifite exprefiion of which, he 
could not behold without mingled terror 
and 'admiration^ He enquired of me if I 
knew Madem. Angelica, almoft all whofe 
piece's he has, and is a paflionate efteemer 
of them. In a word, I have received pe¬ 
culiar pleafure from his acquaintance, 
Which he has permitted me to cultivate 
daring my ftay here, and from which 1 
derive no lef6 honor than inftru&ion. As 
he has pad the' middle ftage of life, and 
Has been a refident in St. Peteriburgh near 
eight years, I could not help aflring him, 
t few days ago, whether he had not any 
defign to return to France his native coun¬ 
try, particularly when a young prince, 
who Teemed to open his reign with great 
applaufe, might employ him in fome work 
ornamental to his kingdom ? “ Alas! 

** Sir,” faid he, ** I have lived long enough 
— •* to know, that every monarch, more ef- 
“ pecially a youthful one, begins his ca- 
** rcer with honor and approbation, though 

4 ‘ timo 
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time ufually crops thefe early and im« 
u mature trophies. For me, I have imh 
*' thing, when I revifit my native land, 
*.* to afk From it, beddes a few feet of 
** earth to inter my remains, and tbarit 
** cannot refufc have often ohr 

ferved, that all men of fiiperiqr talents 
hold the fame language, and, when the' 
tumultuous feafpn of life is over, where 
ambition or hope may have tendered them 
ideal blefljngs, and deluded their fober 
judgments, they have not any other wi(h, 
than humble fptjueftration, and fay with 
Tibullus, 

Me, mea pauper fas vita traducat inerti, 
Jpum mens ajjiduo iuceat igne focus. 

i 

. hut you will tell me I am running into 
refledion when.you ezped defcription. I 
have, done then, and' will endeavor, if I 
.can, in a day .or two, to give you fomc 
idea, of this capital from my imperfcd 
views of it* 

THIS 
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Su Pctcrflmrgb, Wednesday, foth July, 1774* 

t 

— r J*HIS city is as yet only an immenfe 
outline* which will require future v 
emprefles, and almofl: future ages, to com¬ 
plete. It ftands at prefent on a prodigi¬ 
ous extent of ground ; but as the houfeS 
in many parts are not contiguous, and 
great fpaces are left unbuilt, it is hard to 
afeertain it’s real lize and magnitude. 
Devotion has not been wanting to add her 
magnificence, ■ and to ereft places of wor- 
fhip in almofl every part. Curiofity and 
novelty, have carried me to all of them. 
The external architecture differs very lit¬ 
tle in any : the Greeks feem as fond of 
domes, as the Mahomedane are of mina¬ 
rets in their churches. They ufually en¬ 
circle one large with four fmaller cupo¬ 
las, and cover them with copper gilt, 
which has a fine effe& to the eye when 
the fun fhines upon it. The ornaments 
7 within 
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within are coftly and barbarous : a 
Mexican temple can hardly be more fo. 
They farrourud a daubing of the Virgin 
and Jefos, with gold or filv?r head-dref- 
fes, and fbmetimes complete habits, ahd 
dnly leave exposed the fingers, which the. 
multitude very devoutly kils. Some of 
thcfe ftrange compound' figures of paint 
and metal are very laughable, and the 
poor Madonna feems like a prifoner in 
golden fetters. The papas or priefts are 
drefled in veftments which very mucli 
fefemble the Romilh, and are generaHy* 
com pofed of tiffue and expenfive filks. 
The manner in which they perform the 
fervice rather reminds one of an incanta¬ 
tion, than of a prayer offered to the Deity; 
and they repeat much of it fo incredibly 
fall, that oner is tempted to fuppofe it im- 
poflible the auditory can underftand one 
articulate word that the prieft utters, let 
their attention be ever fo foong. St. 
Nicholas foil holds his rank and venera* 

tion 
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don in the Ruffian calendar, and has al-* 
mod as many altars as the Virgin herfelf. 
By the way, I do not know their reafon 
for it, but I have remarked, that in nine 
out of ten heads of her and the infant 
Jefus, they represent them as black, or 
at lead a deep Indian olive colour, near¬ 
ly ' approaching to it j and in this it is 
not improbable they give a juder idea 
of her perfbn, than Raphael or Guido, 
fince the Syrian women of inferior condi¬ 
tion, who are expofed to the fun in the 
climate of Palsedine, mud necefiarily be 
of a very deep tawny complexion. In 
the church of the citadel rcpofe the bo¬ 
dies of Peter the Id, and the fuccedive 
fovereigns fince his death, who are ranged 
in coders fide by fide, but have not any 
-of them marble monuments eredted to 
their memories; nor is there any other 
motive to induce a traveller to enter this 
church, except the confcioufnefs that he 
beholds the wood which contains the! 

afhes 
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afess of Peter, and that • mingled fentir 
ment of reverence and pleafurc which the 
mind may experience from the contem¬ 
plation of it. Only one monarch is ex¬ 
cluded, as if unworthy to be entombed 
with his progenitors and predeccflors in 
the throne of Ruffia. This is the late 
unhappy Peter the IHd, who, after his 
death,. was expo fed during feme days in ~ 
the Newfski monastery, a few miles out 
of town, to convince the people that he " 
had not feffered any violence, but ended 
his life naturally: he was afterwards pri¬ 
vately interred there.—As I have menti¬ 
oned his name, I am led to make a few 
remarks on his life and chara&er. Though 
under the prefent reign .it may be imagin¬ 
ed, that few perfons either dare or chufe 
tofpeak their fentiments freely with refpett 
to him, yet I am induced to believe, from 
univer fal teflimony>£hat he was very unwor¬ 
thy andunfitto reign, and that whatever pri¬ 
vate condemnation the emprefs, as his wife, 

7 may 
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may undesgo, it was a- mail fahitasy tad 
requifite policy for Ru£ia to depofe hi f^ „ 
He brought to St. Peterfburgh all the il¬ 
liberal and pernicious prejudices of a Ger- : 
man j he avowed his open contempt for 
their religion, their manners, their laws j. 
he was on the point of commencing a , 
war with Denmark for the recovery of 
his Holfteinr dominions, and would have 
began his march acrofs the immense 
trad of country* which feparates thefe > 
kingdoms in a few days; he had perfo- 
nally iH-treated and injured his wife, and ■ 
alienated' by his imprudence and folly 
every heart. The vigor and celerity with . 
which the emprefs aded in efieding the - 
revolution, could only be exceeded by the 
pufillanimity and meannefs with which 
Peter refigned the crown. He was him- 
felf, on the day which preceded this event, 
at the palace of Oranienbaum, and totally 
unprepared for fuch a change, of which 
he entertained no fufpicion. She departed 

• from 
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foam Peterhoff, Where The then Was,tary • 
early m the morning; Prince Orloff con¬ 
cluding her in his coach, and reached 
PfetefAmrgh Before h6r akfence was knowrtj 
She irvftantly took pofleffiori of the palace 
Withobt difficulty or oppofitlofi, and put¬ 
ting herftlf ih a 0 triform at the head of the 
guards, marched towards Peterhoff. As 
foon as the emperor received this in tell h 
gencC* he embarked immediately from 
Oranienbaum, which is fitu&te on the 
ihore of the gulf of Finland; in one of the 
royal yachts, in Hopes to reach Cronftadt* 
Which is nearly oppofite, and in the for-i 
trefs bf which he would'have been fecurc. 
Here; however, he was difappointed; as 
the emprefs had already anticipated his 
intention; and fecured it. When he 
came near the fortrefs; they ordered him 
to keep off; or they would fink him; and 
at the lame time pointed the guns for that 
purpofe: he had a number of women in 
the veflfel with him, and thfcir : terrors ea- 
r R creafing 
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Creafing his own, he hid not the critrrage 
to attempt to land, but ‘returned back'to 
Oranienbaum. It proved a fte r w ards that 
thefe guns were not loaded. The oW 
Felt-Marechal Count Munich, who' had 
been newly recalled from hi* lon(g cotile 
in Siberia^ was with him at this cvitioil 
emergency, and gave him the onlyadviee 
which could poffibly have laved him. He 
implored him to go boldly and meetithe 
emprefs, to charge the guards on'their 
allegiance to obey his orders as theif fovC- 
reign, arid offered to lofe his own life in 
his defence. Peter had not fufficiCut 
magnanimity and greatneis 6f 'mind, ei¬ 
ther to perceive the absolute neceffity of 
this conduct, of to embrace it inftantly. 
On the contrary, confulting only with 
his terrors, he threw himfelf on' the 
ground, burft into all the impotence of 
tears, and only conditioned for his li&^ 
and his paternal dominions of Holftdn. 
They conduded him to die palace' of Pe- 

terhoff. 
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ttchoffc where helped a paper, by which 
he redgaed all ppwpr into the emprefs's 
hftpdf. Mean while covered , waggons 
wer^provided, which took different r<?acjs,,_ 
jthftt it might not be known in which was 
•the depofed prince j and this mighty revo¬ 
lution* which transferred the greateft em¬ 
pire on earth, was effeded in a few hours, 
tlmoft without any confufion or uproar. 
The people accuftomed to defpotifm, and 
indifferent who was the ruler, remained 
iilent and quiet fpedators of it, the guards 
being the only a&ors, and the whole a re¬ 
petition of Princefs Elizabeth's conduct 
forne years before, when young Ivan was 
depofed and {he feized the throne.—Over 
the reft of this mournful ftory we 'muft 
draw a veil. Such a prifoner it is natural 
to fuppofe could not long remain in (hat 
condition. On the ninth day cohfequent 
tohisfeizure it was reported’he had a 
,diforder in his bbwels, and fOonafter his 
death was announced. We know ho 
{ R 2 more. 



more. Hiftory, in. fome future age, ipay 
poffibly elucidate his end; but in this 
century it is not likely fuch a Secret w$ 
be divulged. 

Though I would not, however indi-. 
redtly, appear the apologift of crimes, yet 
juftice requires I fliould fay, that it is uni- 
verfally aHowed the emprefs might plead 

_, felf-defence, if not even felf-prefervation, 

to juftify her conduft, as it is known that 
Peter had concerted and would have car¬ 
ried into execution the rnoft fevere mea¬ 
sures againft her, if he had not been 
prevented by fo vigorous an attack. If 
we add to this, the uniform tenor of her 
. life and reign fince that aera, during which 
humanity and wifdopi fecm fcarce ever to 
have forfaken her, candor will, perhaps, 
be induced to pafs over one fpot, - which 
Hate-policy rendered neceflary, and which 
from the moment of her refinance became 
unavoidable.—^ return to Pcteriburgh. • 



/ • 


[ 2 45 ] 

The public bbildings of different kinds 
are fo prodigioufly numerous in this city, 
that I am inclined to believe they confti- 
tnte a fifth or fixth part of the whole capi¬ 
ta], StQipe of them are of ftone, butthe 
larger part are only brick, or wood plaif- 
tered.. The winter-palace is composed of 
the former paterials, and was created by 
the late Emprcfs Elizabeth; it is very 
large and very heavy: one would have 
typppfed Sir John Vanbrugh was invoked 
ta j^c^his aid in the plan of it, fince no- 
tjiipg can more Rrikingly refemble. hi* 
ftyle.. If is not yet quite, finifhed, likeat- 
every thing ejfe in Ruflia. The 
fitifation is very lovely, on the banks of 
the Neva,,and in the center of the town. 
Contiguous to it is a fmall palace, built by 
{be-prefent emprefs, and. called,,, why I 
Jcqow nof, fbf .It no more 

cefemblep onf idfa pf f hermitage than, it 
does -a temple,;. but when, her majeftyre- 
fides in this part of the building fhe is in 
R 3 retreat, 
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retreat* and there is no drawing-room or 
court. I was admitted a few days ago to 
fee thefe apartments, which are‘very eft- 
gant, and furniflied with gre&t: talft. 
There are two galleries of paintirigs, 
which have been lately purchafed at'in 
immenfe expence in Italy, and anftmg 
which I would willingly, was it permit¬ 
ted, fpend fome hours every day during 
my refidence here. The crown; which f 
faw in the palace itfelf, is perhaps the 
richeft in Europe. It is rtiaped like a 
bonnet, and totally covered with - dia¬ 
monds. In the Iceptre is the Celebrated 
one, purchafed by Prince Orlbff for 
500,000* rubles; and prefented' hy him 
to his fovereign miftrefs only a feW months 
ago. It far exceeds Pitt's - diamond' in 
fize, and is not inferior in water. 1 Lapi¬ 
daries declare it the moil beautfftfl and 
fare ever brought from Gelconda. 

f A coin ralwr dxxjt4s. pd., 

There 
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.. There are two academies here, one of 
{Pt*. and the other of fcienccs ? both of 
which. I have repeatedly vifited. THp 
prelent emprefc has founded the firft, 
whiph will be, when finished, a fuperb 
.edifice: it is furnidted with jailers in 
the different branches of polite letter?, 
^ctd . filled with cads from the moft re- 

npw/ied models.of Creek and Roman 

/ ' 

feulpfrire, }. do n$t, however,, find that as 
yet any eminent; geniufies have appeared, 
though they have not been without artiHs. 

, hfat^re feems to have confined perfedion 
in thefe elegant and exquihte produdions, 
.to certain climates and people, among 
.whom they fprung fpontaneous for centu- 
iffes; and whiph are only imperfedly co¬ 
pied by other nations, wh^re the feeds 
are not fo happily difpofed, or the organs 
j(b jivdlly adapted. 

.i • r'* . ■ : 

1 am more charmed with the river Ne¬ 
va itfelf, than with any thing l fee here. 

. R 4 The 
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beauty, and* as. the-flrejftft? -fets( cbflfttrtlify 
•out of the Lake Ladoga 1 into v the gvriff'Of 
— { Pftflaridi it' Is always 'fftHf- eleatV *#4 
perfectly clean.- Along ic^s baftkstwibo- 
yorid all 'doubt the fliWft W&ifc 3ar>4&e 
'World. 'if is not a quay,’ ^vefiblt oevbr 
come up to this part, bot a parade,- hi&uwng 
>a mile in length; the bidlding^ohwMsh 
-are hardly to be exceeded -in, clegaub^i lt 
"is yet to- be continued ’tb 'double- r the 
length. Over the river in' the fiarrbWttft 
• part is a bridge on pontoons. From this 
noble river, canals are cut toalFparts of 
-the city* nor could any fituation be more 
favorable to the genius of commerce,’ 'if 
the inclemency of the latitude did rtbt 
keep it froze up at lead five months an- 
''dually. As this place is the formation 
of fo few years, it is laid out with grefct 
regularity : there is not any thing which 
'looks old, and much is ftJH imperfect*and 
unfinilhed^- The -buildings, have through¬ 
out 


C *4S J 

0U)C a xerf haad&me. appearance, and.*!*, 
like • ©very.: thing elfe,' pa a larger icaic - 
than,,I hnve ever ieeir elfevfhere. Xhe 
itaet^ere moiMppevdds but; thay-bitvefa 
©aftom hefe of laying in -w*»j&ipteewra 
. gearing of timber on thegreund. ;This, 
l am tbld* was yet more owntndn fortaerly 
in Mafcovr, where, m theifrequ«ftth»s 
ihcy ufed to have, the ftroetitfislf Caught , 
khe-flames,and the conflagration became 1 
terrible, as the houfes like wife arcmpdly 
made of wood even atprefent. •. •»• 

. The police of Peterfburgh is very good, 
and onemay walk with great jfafety at any 
hour. Npw and then a murder happens, 
hut they are npt frequent. 

r 1 - * 

At this fea&n of the year, when , the 
-cjourt are - oqt $f town, there are fcarce 
„ any public fpf#ftqle$, except at the impe- ~ 
, *ial'-palaoe> .where, a Ruffian and French 
pogpedy are? pcrfottmil generally once a 

week. 
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«eek. The feats are adjufted by rank, 
and no money is paid for entrance, as it is 
theemprefs’s own amufement, and limited 
tor people of condition. For my own 
part, I find a much fuperior entertainment 
ia walkiag <v*ry evening fcHI el^n-rer 

nfcidnight-ontheibnnM of the^pra, orin 
the* Summer Gardens, which likevyife be- 
idng to the. crown, and are always open, 
They ins. fituate at one end of the wa% J 
mentioned, and. are foU of./latu*?, jc$s 
d-eau, and.fountahjs. ..The.hwr is now ' 
come when I ufually let out, and the 
hight ii too fine and ferene to. mbs tl^e 
opportunity. So for the prefent, adieu 1 
* • • . * , » 

/ 
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St. PeUtlbarghr, Sttjudaj, 43d Jvljr, 1774. 


^pHE genuine Ruffians • who ire una¬ 
dulterated by a commerce with other 
nations, evidently partake much more df 
Afiatic than of European manners: the 
men artiong the lower clafe univeriaHy 
wear the beard, in defiance of all the rigo- 
rous edfidtS iflued by Peter the Iff to abo- - 
lifli this barbarous cuftom. The yeomen 
jn. general only bind their heads with 
pieces of fllk or linen, very nearljr'refirm- ’ 
bling in appearance the eaftern turband, 
and'accommodate the other parts of their 
drefs pretty nearly to our's. I have, 
however, feen many of them in the old* 
Mulcovite habits of the different provin¬ 
ces, which are curious and grotcSque. in 
the higheff: degree. In iome the head-*- 
jirefs proje&s fix or eight inches from 
3 the 
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the forehead, and is enrich,ed With pearls ; 
in others it is a fort of bonnet laced* and 
fitting clofc round the headj nor is the 
reft of their habit lefs fiugular. 

1 am only juft returned from being * 
fpe&ator of one of their cuftoms, at which 
I could not help, being a little furpri&h 
It was a promifeuous bathing of not lefs 
than two hundred perfons of both fexes, 
I know you will immediately recollect 
JLady Montague’s defcription of the baths 
of Sophia, and expert fomewhat • of the 
fame nature; but nothing can be mor£ 
oppofite or unlike. The vivid colouring 
of her pen has called up a feene more vo¬ 
luptuous and glowing, than any which 
Ovid imagined, or Titian drew: we fee' 
the houris of Mahommed realized, and 
beauty in all it’s naked magnificence: 
but tMs was a fight rather excitive of dif- 
guft than defire, and to which only curio- 
fity could ever have led me. There are' 

fcvcral 
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fevcral of thdlb public bagnios in Pejterf^ 
burgh, and every one pays a few copiques 
(value a halfpenny Englifh each) for ad¬ 
mittance. There are, indeed, fepartte 
fpaces for the men and women; but they 
fcem quite, regardlefs of this diilindlion, 
and fit or bathe in a Hate of abfolute nu- 

i 

dity among eachother. What is equally 
extraordinary, they go firft into a room 
heated to fo intenfe a degree that it » 
fparce poffible to breathe in it; and after 
ha'ving remained there till their bodies are 
in the moil violent ^perfpi ration, they in- 
fiantly either plunge into the cold water 
of the Neva, or elfe throw a quantity of 
it over them from little buckets with 
which they are all provided for. that.pur- 
pofe. This may only harden a Ruffian 
oonftitution, but, I, believe, would -be 
found to have very different effects oman 
Englifh one.,' The greater part of the 
women were the moil hideous figures I 
ever beheld, and reminded me of Horace’s 

Canidia, 
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Canidsa, for tritom they aware-very proper 
companions. I counted half a dozen 
young girls who appeared tolerably pretty* 
and they neVer could have been viewed to 
more advantage than near fuch foils, As 
a ftudier of nature I confefs this is as pros¬ 
per a fchool as can be imagined, fince 
fancy can hardly figure an attitude which 
may not be found here; but.as a volup¬ 
tuary 1 would never vifit it more. ; 

A gentleman with vrhom l happened tp 
be in company fome days finoe, .commu¬ 
nicated to me a remark on the Mufoovi^e 
women, which 1 thought ingenious, and 
may very poflibly be true. Wo wore 
talking of the Indian dancing girls, whom 
I Have feen at Goa, Mangalore, and other 
places oir the coaft of Malabar, who, it is 
known, are capable of cohabitation iit ele¬ 
ven years of ’age, and frequently have 
children at thoft years-1' a ••ripeunaftance 
refulting in a great degree foot* tbdr 

proximity 
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pro&imiiy to the ion, which ripens men 
as well as plants muchearlier in thofc 
tropical latitudes !“Yqu mail not, haw> 
ever,” find he, “ apprehend that the fame. 
rale reverfed holds good among us, and 
that becaufe an Indian is arrived to matu-^ 
rity at eleven, a Ruffian is not lb till 
twenty-two. The females in this coun¬ 
try are all forced, and brought for ward in 
defpfte of nature: during the winter 
months they are conftantly in apartment* 
heated by doves to a vail degree, from 
Which they enter upon a halty, but hqt 
fummer of .two or throe, months... Thp 
confequence of this, fuperadded to their 
Warm baths, of which they are very 
fond, is, that they want,, like every other 
artificial production, the genuine flavor 
which only nature can give. That charm- 
ing finnneft and elaftkity qf flelh, lb in- . 
dirpeofibjy requifite to conilitute beauty, 
fi^dtheious; to the toqch,. aqd fo provok¬ 
ing to;the appetite, exifis nct.apapng t\\e . 

. Ruffian 
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kotfian females,'or in very (efr (jf tfeem.% 
—I muft own this obfervatioa n6t only* 
appears founded in reajfon, but was moil t 
ftrikingly exemplified in the affembly. 
where 1 was prefcnt this afternoon. 

Apart from this concealed and 0&cer>, 
tain defc<3, I cannot fay much in praifp 
of the charms which the ladies difeover t. 
indeed, I am told, the ftile of lovelinefs 
here is not a little different from ours, and 
that to poffefs any pre-eminent degree of / 
it a woman mull; weigh at leaft two hon* 
dred weight. Prior’s criterion won’t do 
here, and they would laugh at his <* Fine 
by degrees , and beautifully lefsf as a falfo 
and vitiated tafte. The late Empress Eli¬ 
zabeth was one of thefe ponderous and 
mafly beauties, and fuch foe appears id 
the portraits 1 have feen of her.—‘They,, 
pretend to lay there is not a court of more.' 
gallantry than this in Europe, and that the. 
ladies whq compofc it. would net b&wr 
,♦ disgraced 
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difgraced 'thlt of Jdah of Naples itlelfj fd 

fabrioUs in it ory. ' Her majeftjr*i conduit, 

hbwever> (A Toon as ihe could with pro-* 

pfciety (hew her refentmeht on the affair 

of a late miniftef, who* if fame fay true, 

was rather feduced by than the feducer of 

a maid of honor,' was very ipirited and 
_ • 

fevere. The lady is lent into retirement* 
to ft ft away her trefpafst 

The climate is prodigioufly altered 
within this laft week. All die violence 
of the heat' is paft, and they fay it will 
return no more this fummer; They have 
no fruits here,^except ftra wherries and raf- 
berries:' wall-fruit is almoft unknown* 
and muft neceflarily be fo in fuch a cli¬ 
mate. They have, however, as I am a£* 
fured, excellent melons, pomegranates, 
and pines, brought to Peterfonrgh from 
Aftracan in twenty-one days, which is hot 
ale A difymce than fifteen hundred miles* 
acrofs all MufcOvy. Indeed,* when one 
- S fcfledto 
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tefie#s 9pi the immep&magmtudc ofihtf 
empire, one is loft in th* idea* Th*y 
count five thoufanft miles from hence to 
Kamptfchatka, the eaftern but uncertain 
termination of their dominion j and oortb 
it runs “ to Greenland, Zembla* or tbe 
Lord knows where.” In this are 'rec¬ 
koned, I think, fix feparate kingdoms 
the diftind crowns of which are all to he 
feen at Mofcow. Thefe are Ruffia, Si¬ 
beria, Cafan, Aftracao, and two otfiees 
whole names I ai!n not acquainted with. 
The foil, climate, and produce, rrmftbe 
infinitely different in fo extenfive a. den 
main. The Ukrain is reprefeated to be 
one of the moft fertile and delicious pro¬ 
vinces of -the earth, by diofe who have 
vifited it. The country round this capi¬ 
tal is a morals overgrown wish birch and 
fir, nor is there a hill within ieveral miles. 
. Th&houies of Peterfbnrgh are all bail ton 
piles,, aa thole of Anofterdamj and 1 am 
often ftnkingly reminded of Holland. - 
. ^'- 3 . Among 
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Among the public inftitutiohs, I was 
tarried laft Sunday to fee one, which eatl 
hardly be exceeded in utility by any in. 
teurope, and is worthy of the prefent em- 
prefs, who may be deemed it’s foundrefs. 
Elizabeth her predeceflor eretted it, and 
defigned it fot a nunnery. It is fituate 
juft out of town* and is a moft princely 
and- magnificent building, though: like 
eyery thing elfe not yet compleated. Her 
prefent majefty, who has preferred wif- 
dom' to fuperftition, converted it into a 
public place of education* where young 
Women of all conditions are compleatly 
to ft rutted in every neceffary and elegant 
accomplishment, at the foie expence of 
the crown. Thofe of noble families arc 
kept quite diftintt from the inferior chil¬ 
dren. I think they informed me, there 
are it this time upwards of two hundred 
and thirty of (he former, and double that 
number of the latter, in this admirable 
feminafy. 

S a 


• Some 
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8oime tranches of the police hare ap¬ 
peared to me Angular* though I m,uft, 
allowthey arc productive of falutary con*- 
fegueneee. I Wasa Jittle indifpofedfooq, 
after my arrival* and fent, my fervaitt to r 
purchafe feme magoefia in the (bops. He 
brought me word, that no apothecary 
would fell him any; and that three or, 
four of them had afiured him they dared, 
not part with a dram if a hundred ducat? t 
was offered for it, unlefs a, regular prc- 
fcription was brought themffgned by a 
phyfician, as the punifbmcnt is. very fe-t 
vere. Efeulapius could not hare made, a^ 
law more beneficial to the.faculty.; but it 
prevents empirics from deffroying num-f ^ 
bers, as they do with impunity, amoijg 
and renders it very eaiy to djibover ppifons, - 
by tracing j to it’s fopree ifag render gf 
them. Another regulation here, though 
not without it’s advantages likewife^i* 
very. troublefome. No. ff ranger can quit 
the capital'tp : pafs the frontiers, without 

having 
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having been firft advertifed in all the pub* 

lie papers for ten days preceding his de* 

part if re, though his bufinefs or affairs 

fhould be ever fo argent. It mail be re* 

% 

ihfcmbered, however, that Peterfburgh is 
riot'a thoroughfare, and that hardly a per* 
fori comes to it merely to ftay a day or 
two; fb that the inconvenience is not fo 
great or universal as at firft one is tempted 
to fujppofe. 

t ’ 

I have made one or two excurfions into 
the country, particularly to Gatchina, a 
palace of Prince Grloff’s, about forty miles 
off, It is fituate in the mod eligible (pot 
of any within a great diftance of the me¬ 
tropolis, and will when finifhed be a fu- 
perb feat. The gardens are laid out in 
the English taftc by a man of great merit, 
who was lent for by the prince on that 
account. The nature of the ground, and 
a fine piece of water near the houfe, gave 
foUli (cope for his genius. Qn my return 
S 3 from 
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from hence I went to the royal palace of 
Zarfco-Zelo: this was built by Elizabeth, 
and i$ the compleateft triumph of a baV- 
barous tide I have feen in thefe northern 
kingdoms. The fituation is low, and 
commands hardly any proved, dor has 
any natural advantages to claim fuch : s 
preference. It is very large, and the 
front extends to a great length, as thetois 
only one ftory befides the ground floors, 
All the capitals of the pillars, the ftatues, 
and many other parts of the external . 
ftru&ure are gilt; nor does the eye mdet 
fcarce any thing elfe, in the apartments 
within. One room is in a very peculiar 
and uncommon ftile of magnificence, the 
fides of it being entirely compoied of am¬ 
ber, on which are difpofed fcftoons and 
other ornaments of the fame. It's tranf- 
parency, and the confcioufnefs of it’s rarity 
have a fine effect. This Was a prefent of 
the reigning king of Pruffia to the late 
ejnprcfs. Her prefent majefty prefers this' 

, palace 


l 
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•palace to any ojF the others j and when 
there, (he i$ in retreat, as in town at the 
heemitage; 

« * • 

* I have never yet faid a word of the 
Grand Doke of Ruflia, and heir apparent 
to the crown. He is juft twenty years of 
age. It is very hard to know what quali¬ 
ties or talents he really poffefles, fince 
under this defpotic and jealods govern¬ 
ment, there is fcarce any material power 
veiled in the fecond, those than the hun¬ 
dredth peribn in the empire. He has not 
•betrayed any (hining parts, or peculiar 
.traits., pf character. Thofc who know 
hint, iay, he is amiable, affable, and Well- 
difpofedbuthow genera! and uncertain 
are thefe ftrokes; and how little may we, 
perhaps, recognize them in the future 
emperor, Paul the Ift f He has been 
married, you know, about eleven months. 
The grand duchcfs, who is a German 
■ princefs of the houfe of Heffe-Darmftadt, 
8 4 is 
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is plain in heciperfon; but yet has a foriio- 
wbat about the lineaments-of her couwn&-'< 
nanct and whole demeanor, which, if C I ; 
inclined to judge from phyfiogndmy,- 
Would give me a very favorable irbpfef^ 1 
fion of- her heart and difpofition. This, 

| amafibred, Ibewell-merits, and that the 

duke is mpoh attached to her T 

% 

4 ' • ‘ 

| faw an account yefterday in our En~ ! 
gUfti papers, which are reflectively and i 
on principle the avowed vehicles of 'fa&h 
hood over all Europe, that -the rebfcl 
Pugerchef yras taken prifoneir, and his 
party at an end. On the contrary, he has 
retired into die fouthem provinces of the 
empire, where he ftill excites firelh com¬ 
motions^ and I am juft Informed four 
ntw regiments are' ordered to march a- 
gainft ham. He has been here, what 
Ah-Bey was In Egypt, and will prbbably 
length meet with the fame deftiqy. ' 
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-rflbc dwtfbpf. the late gotnd- figniot 
icwujo have made wraltemions in the 
YfaT ,between the Forte and Ruffia. Tffft- 
vaft armies under the commandof Priam 
DpJgptqhi and Marihal Romamoff, ace. 
ftiU acting agrinff the Turks j the fkftan 
thfl Crimea* the other on the Danube,'' 
* whofe banks .they have fertilised - with 
human blood. The news of an impor¬ 
tant advantage gained by the empreft’s 
fames* was received here top or twelve 
days, ago, fpe which the gttnrof the ci{a* 
dei>, were but peace is apparently * 
fair .off.. Frcfh Bafhas and frcfh Janiza^i 
ries fupply the. pla(fc of thofe who fall hy 
the fwprd; and the Tprks,, become.cau¬ 
tious by |p many defeats, adopt Fabips's 
maxim* ^nd endeavour to tire out the 
enemy by protra^ing this egpehfive and 
fanguinary war, 4 policy the wifeft and 
m.q^ effcacious they can poffifdy embrace,- 
when it is CQnddprefl at what an jqa^enfc, 
di|lance from the capital of this empire 

the 
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the ibenaaf aftion is fiaiatt! I* i& fom 
die fums-mqaifite to ran fates the military 
tfhtrges, that tbe-unfinifhed and impede® 
appearance-of every thing ifl f 'Fetcft htt tgh 
feflilts, and that itfs advancement in beaur 
ty and magnificence is for a while retarded, 
A lovet of the- arts of- peace cannot hat 
fegwt this dhhappy neacfijty. . * 

• The celebrated globe of Tycho Bribe, 
which Pieter'the Ift procured from Fre¬ 
deric the IVth in Denmark, exifts no 
more: it was confumed by fire in' the 
year 1747/Ifaw the new one this morn¬ 
ing, lately con drafted on the model of the 
other, but Ibmewhat inferior in fisje. 
The exaft dimenfions of the fifft 1 ddfflDt 
know. The prefent globe is eteven feet 
in diameter fro in pole to pole,-and in the 
iftfidC.is a table with-feats found it, Which 
Can admit twelve perfons.*—I’fat down in 
it fome time. On the internal concave 
globe are all the ceieftia! figns arid coh- 

ftellations. 
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AeUatjons, the flars being marked accord* 
jog to their different magnitudes by ffhrer 
ftuds radiated. The external globe is 
painted with, the various countries of the 
-earth} but this part is not yet complected, 
A circular building has been erected in 
she midft of an open fpot, and, detached 
from any other houfe, for the reception 
and prefervation of this noble aftro nomi¬ 
nal machine, which is, I apprehend* the 
Jargeft of it's kind in Europe* 

t 

' I nm- now on. the point of quitting Pc* 
terfburgh, to return to England. . Of the 
genius, manners, and real character of the 
Mufcovites, I neither pretend nor can 
ppftibly know any thing from the ftrart 
ftay I h&ve made here. 1 have only leen 
the refidebce of'the court, not the antient 
capital of the empire. If I-obeyed the 
. jmpulfe of : my own inclinations, I Should 
not content myietf with this partial and 
jgjperfedl view: on the contrary, my 

whhes 
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wifljes would not even ’be gratified by a 
fight of Mofcow.itfclf j I ihould continue 
my rout from thence to Cafint and Aftra- 
can; nor flop even there, unlefs froth aft 
incapacity of paffing by the Cafpian -tea, 
and intermediate provinces of the OWoj. 
man dominion, to Conftantinopfe. Thiy’ 
fmile and give me a look, of iftcre&iBty ■ 
mingled with furprize, when I allure thfcfti 
it is «ny intention, if unfurmottntable ob- 
ftacles do not prevent me, to return-herb 
and attempt this tour; little knowing 
that danger and fatigue hate no terrors; for • 
me, when knowledge is the Seward of my: 
endeavors. 1 am conscious thir&utinvenf' 
is not to be transfufed, nor perhaps in 
general believed. That paffionate enthu* 
fiafin, that infatiable avidity, that divine. 
and jndefcribable delight which I expect* 
cnee while engaged in this occupation, 

I attempt in vain by, language and de* 
feription to kindle in other bofoms, where 
nature ha6 not given a fimilarity of feel*. 

4 
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ing. It is tbalt ideal but irrefiftible 
charm , with which enthufiafm inverts hex 
objects of purfuit, which alone Can roufe 
the foul of man, 2nd make him look down 
oil wealth, or power, .or fplendor# when 
de&kute of wifdom, with contempt. I 
haye, however, found much.entetftafafcneat 
mingled with that improvement-which 
open* and expands the mjnd in this fhort 
re^dence here] neither Copenhagen or 
Stockholm contain, fo much to attrad the) 
notice of 2 traveller#, particularly when'it* 
is remembered that thofe cities have pro¬ 
bably reached their meridian, and that' 
every- month adds to the beauty and mag¬ 
nificence of this new-born metropolis* 
My cent lies, as you know, through Ingria, 
over ground wrerted by the Czar from 
Sweden.—I difpatch this to-night. My 
next will be from Narva. Adieu! 


Youths,' dec* 
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LETTER X& 


Narva, Softdaj, 31ft 1774;. 


L A8T Thurfday hiorning abottt fi# 
o’clock I quitted St. Peferftrurghj 1 
where federal little accidents had concur* 


red to detain me feme days longer than I 
intended. The whole intermediate eoon- 


try from thence to the gates of this city ft 
a vaft plains level) open* and covered in 
many parts with harvefts* which the pea- 
feats are already reaping. It reminded m# 
exceedingly of Salisbury plain, to which, 
it bore a high refemblance. My inten¬ 
tion wot only to have ftaid in Narva d 
few. hours, hut the prefling inftanoerof 
two or three very hofpkablc gentlemen, 
Whom I have met with here, has induced 
me to prolong it. After dinner lafb Fri¬ 
day they carried me out of town, to &ew 


I 


me 


I 
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me the celebrated fpot on which Charles 
the XHth routed 100,000 Mqfcovites, 
With his little Swediih troop rather than 
, army, only feventy years ago. The en¬ 
trenchments of the Ruffian camp are Hill 
diftin&ly vifible, and extend, as they a ffurc 
Die, near eighteen Englifh miles along thp 
fhore of the gulf of Finland. Their head, 
quarters were eftablifhed in a little idand 
fituate at the narrowed part of the river, 
where was a bridge, which finking under 
the crowd of flying .Mufcovites, dedroyed 
aa great.a number as their enemies had 
done. Peter moft feverely revenged the 
dishonour of his arms on that unfortunate 
day, when he' afterwards took Narva, and 
tranfported the wretched inhabitants into 
the rmod remote parts of his dominions. 
They yet fhew the badion where he gave 
the aflault; and it is faid, that on his en¬ 
tering the place, and finding the Swedish 
commandant in his robe de chambre, un- 
spprehenfive of fach an event, he druck 
' ' him 
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him feVeral limes, reproaching'huh fbt 
his retnifnefs-to his fovereign’i intereft* 
and for having been found in a drcft fo 
unworthy of a foldier. 

' A gentleman of condition With whom 
I have formed a fort of intimacy doting 
my little ftay, and who is equally a man of 
letters and of urbanity* has related to me 
an anecdote relpe&ing his own family* 
which I fliall give you as nearly as poffi- 
ble in his exalt words. I thought it very 
interefting, and very lingular. “ My 
“ mother,” faid he, “ and her elder lifter, 
“ were both natives of Livonia* and be- 
“ came captives to the Gzar when this 
“ city was taken. They were Ibid as 
“ fuch to the Ruffians, and carried by 
“ them into the interior parts of the em- 
“ pire fouth of Mofcow. Fortune had 
“ not even allied them in this ftate of ex* 
“ ile; nor did the one know to what maf- 
“ ter the other belonged. In this fitua* 

“ tioo* 
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‘Vtjon, asa flave, my mother reriuioed 
“ two..year*; at> the end of which time 
‘‘ £hefound h.er elder fifter* whofe fate 
** had been much more mild: a boyani 
-“ or noble, captivated with her perfon, 

“ jaacried her* and had raifed her to a 
ftateof affluence and powen This (he* 
*« irpmediately eniployed to rescue her 
** filler, and under her protection my mo*- 
“ ther remained dll the.intercefflon of the 

4 

“ h<rpprefs Catherine, who was originally 
“ a Livonian villager, procured permiffloA 
“ to all the banUhed natives to return, 

“ and even the reftitution of their houfes, 

“ effects, and fortunes. This edict ia- 
** duced my mother, to quit the afylurn 
“ (he had found in Ruffla, and flie re- 
turned again to Narva. I need not re- 
“ mind you, that the great Prince Men- 
** aikofF, whpfe genius and merit raifed' 
“ him from the ftation of a pailry-cook’s 
“ boy, to the higheft employments under 
** Peter the Ift, was afterwards bandhed 
X 


" to 
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♦« to Siberia, and all bis eftates epsfif- 
« cated. The boyar-d who bad married 
*• my aunt, was one of hi&hnmcdiatb de- 
f* pendants, and bad the fiiperafttendanee 
“ of his lands: he was involved in the 
“ rain of the prince, and reduced to a 
. “ ftate of poverty and diftrefs. His wife 
“ fled immediately to her younger fitter 
44 for.refuge, who had now an opportunity 
to retaliate the benefits Ihe bad formerly 
44 received, and to extend that protection 
“ flie once had wanted. My aunt. Whom 
" I well remember, is dead; but my mo- 
“ ther is alive at this prcfcnt time, from 
' 4t wbofe mouth I have a thoofand times 
'“ heard the ftory, and of whofe veracity 
there can be no doubt. There arc,'* 
continued he, ** many old persons yet 
** alive who remember the battle of Nar- 
“ va, and among others is a man whole 
“ life was preferved by a molt uncommon 
** circumftance. He was an infant at 
'" the breaft, and only about a tWelve- 

44 month 
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“iiioirth old. Some MufcoVite foldiers 
•* with a mercilf is barbarity tore him from 
the nurfc’s arms, and throwing him 
** againft a wall left him bleeding, and as 
** they apprehended dead ; the woman, 
'* however* attached to die child, return- 
“ ed* and by her care recovered! him j and 
** he too is ftill alive.” 

I fpent the greater part of yefterday at 
the month of the river, which is about 
eight miles from hence. It was beauti¬ 
ful weather, and tempted us to fail but 
wpon the gtilf of Finland. Ships of any 
burden lie in die road, there being very 
little water on the bar, though the river 
itfelf is deep quite up to die town. It 
•empties itfelf into the great Peipus Lake, 
•about forty miles fouth of Narva. On 
the other fide of this lake is fituate the 
city of Pleflcow in Mufcovy: it fupplies 
Narva with (hr deals and hemp which 
£orm almoft the fide articles of it’s com- 
T z merce. 
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'merce, and are brought here' by the Pei¬ 
pus. On the other fide this river, oppo- 
n Tite the town, is a large fuburb with an 
antient fortrefs called Ivanogorod, built 
by a czar named John Bafiliwitz, who, 
if I recoiled right, was a cotempcrrary of 
our Elizabeth, and made a treaty of com¬ 
merce with the Englifii under her reign. 
Thefe were the frontier towns of the 
Swedish and Ruffian territory for a long 
fferies of years, the river forming the 
boundary. 

1 t 

The fame gentleman whom I have 
already mentioned, has informed me of 
fome particulars relative to the antiquity 
of Narva. It was founded by Waldemar 
the Id, king of Denmark, whofe origi¬ 
nal charter they yet have among the ar¬ 
chives of the city, and guard with great 
care. By the fucceeding fovereigns it 
was fold to the Teutonic knights, from 
whom Sigifinund king of Sweden and 
*: - * Poland 
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Poland. took.it, about the conclufion of 
the fixteenth century. Under. the kings 
of Sweden it afterwards remained* who 
grab ted H peculiar immunities, and.privi¬ 
leges, all of which Peter confirmed when 

it changed mailers. 

% 

I had the pleafure to dine in company 
with four ladies yefterday, who were ha¬ 
bited in the Livonian drefs. Nothing 
could .more aptly realize that barbarous 
fplendor which has been fo frequently de¬ 
pictured, but is now fo rarely to be feen 
ip any parts of Europe. It was expenfive, 
and might have been worn by perfons of 
. the fifft eminence without degradation of 
r their rank. Their heads were covered 
with a complete bonnet of pearls, which 
were not worth lefs than two thoufand 
rubles and round their neck6 were leve- 
r*l firings of the lame. A part of their 

* Value about 4s. 6d. English each. 

T 3 necks 
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necks was left expofed j bat the lower 
part was concealed • by a veft of red fflk 
which fat dole to the breaft, and was 
bordered with a gold lace of a vaft 
breadth which defended to their feet. 
Their arms had no other covering than 
the fleeves of their fhifts, and when they 

walked out they threw over their headf 

* . 

and fhoulders a piece of filk refembling 
a Highland plaid, and which was a fort of' 
fubftitute for our capuchin. As a proof 
of the juft ice of my remark in a former 
letter on the early maturity to which wo¬ 
men attain in thefe northern countries, 
1 cannot forget to mention that one of 
thefe four ladies had been married fix 
months, though (he is now only twelve 
years and a half old ; nor is this an un¬ 
common or unprecedented thing. 

I am now juft going to dine about a 
mile out of town, at a gentleman’s feat 

dole to the falls on the river. In the 

\ . .... ,, 

3 after- 
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afternoon.'I {ball continue my journey, 
and may, it is not improbable* fiailh this 
letter in iome part of Livonia. 


Riga, Monday, 8 A Angoft, 1774. 

jT is a beautiful walk of about a mile 
aiid a half along the banks of the 

river above Narva to the falls. There 

• 

are two, a fmall ifland dividing the ftreana 
juft at. the place: I only faw one of them, 
the eye oOt taking in both at once, as on 
tbe Dahl in Sweden. If I had never leea 
thefe laft cataradts, thole of Narva would 
have plealed me more, as they are in no 
refped to be placed in competition with 
them. The breadth is, indeed, greater i 
judging from my eye, I ihould fuppofe 
them near or quite 130 yards acrofs, but 
the. fall is only eighteen or nineteen feet. 
Yet even. bere the roar of the water when 
quite dole, the mill flying up over it, and 
T 4 tho 
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the furroucrding objeds;which' hre. imy 
pidarcfquc, affed the mini} "with a pht? 
fing aftonifliment, and detain the fpo&fc- 
tor in a voluntary bondage. 

. It was fix in the evening before I re? 
■ turned to the town and purfued my jour? 
ney. The firft itagc lies entirely over the 
plains which the Mufcovites occupied <$n 
t jie famous day when young Charles de¬ 
feated them. From thence the read 
'turns in-land, and on Monday evening I 
found myfelf on the lands at the edge of 
• the Peipus Lake, along whofe borders I 
drove for feveral miles. Night doled in 
as I reached Ninall, a little village waihed 
by its waves ? and very delightfully fitua- 
ted. Frpm hence I had only between 
forty and fifty miles to Derpt, where I 
£ot next morning to breakfkft. This 
place, which is rather a large, ftragglirig, 
ill-built village than a town* was formerly, 
When Livonia belonged toSweden, offcdp- 

fiderable 

». \ . • -V 
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tfiderabfo' importance, having been forti¬ 
fied, and a frontier g&rriion on'the fide of 
■ MufcoVy. It is fituatc in the moft fer¬ 
tile and beautiful part of die province. On 
a fmall river which communicates with 
the. Peipus Lake, and furrounded o& all 
tides with harvefts, which at this feaibn 
of the year are waving in all the pride of 
plenty. Juft above the town, on an emi¬ 
nence, from whence the eye commands 
• all this vale, (land the ruins of an abbey or ! 
cathedral, which the Ruffians are em- j 
ployed in- totally demolifhing. It’s filia¬ 
tion, which is very eligible in a milkiry 
light, has induced them to commit this 
outrage on the venerable remains of piety 
and magnificence which the building ex- ' 
hibits. Pofterity will fee the ftandard 
. wave where the crucifix -has flood, and 
the matin bell will be fucceeded -by the 
trumpet. He who. reveres antiquity can¬ 
not but deplore, this change, and . regret 
jfjie havoc which: war, under every fhape. 


is 
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is continually malting on die production* 
of ekgance and art. The traditions l 
collected relative to this itrudure from, 
the inhabitants of the town, were very 
vague and unfatisfa&ory. ** The Teuton . 
nijC knights, the firft reformers, conque- 
'rors, and Lords of Livonia, were,” they 
faid, “ the reputed founders of it ; the 
Ruffians and Poles, in their different in- 
curfions, had injured and defaced.it j and 
in one of thefe. irruptions the citizens of 
Decpt, who had fled to it fpr fandtuaiy, 
and hoped for protection in it, 4 had all 
been maflacred.” 

I purfued my rout in the afternoon 
through one of the mod; fertile plains 
which can be conceived: this beautiful 
vale terminated about forty miles from 
Derpt. As evening drew on, I entered 
— a thick wood of firs and birch-trees, where 
the fand was aimed up. to the axle-tree of 
' the chaife j the night was extreamly dark, 

and 
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and it Gained and blew very bard. It war 
one o'clock in the morning When I arrived 
9t the poft-houfe, which i9 in the midft oft 
the wood; and as I was determined to wait 
the return of day, I lay down in my cloaths, 
and fell prefently faft afleep the fatigue of 
the two preceding nights, during which 
I had taken no reft, except in the carriage^ 
having made a little repofe very agreeable. 
•—The lame groves continued almoft the 
whole enfuing day. In jthe evening I 
reached Wolmar, a little town which was 
formerly fortified, and where are yet the 
walls of a caftle conftruded by the Swedes. 
From hence I had only about eighty miles 
to the city of Riga j but it was Friday 
morning when I got there, and terminated 
my journey acrofs Livonia. The diftance 
'from Narva exceeds 300 Englifti miles. 
My ftay in this city has been rather regu¬ 
lated by caprice, than ftridtfy proportioned 
to the number of objects it prefents, either 
to elegant amufement or inftrudtion. It 

would 
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would be hard to have fButad alpot more 
deftituteof any natural beauties or advan¬ 
tages'to induce an adventurer to fix in, 
than is that where Riga Hands. Deep, 
barren fands inveft it round on every fide; 
and a traveller who regulated his ideas of 
the province by that part of it he Taw 
here, would accufe thofe authors of grofs 
impofition who have called Livonia the 
granary of the North. It was commerce 
which evidently gave birth to the place, 
and the genius of which ftill praters and 
enriches it. The river Duna is an tnex- 
hauftible fource of plenty, and amply 
makes amends for every other deficiency. 
It runs a vaft length into the interior 
parts of Poland, and conveys down all the 
articles of trade exported from hence. 
Timber is one of the chief; and I am 
allured, that many of the larged trees do 
not arrive in Riga within two years, being 
cut near Bender on the banks of the Niefi- 
ter, from whence they are drawn over the 
3 fnows 
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foews in winter to the Dune, and brought 
down the enfuing fcafon.. . In May and 
June the Poles ufually arrive,' and return 
again before.the end of July: at prefent 
there are very fpw. The bridge over the 
river, is one of the moil fingular and fur-r 
prifing in Europe: it is 900 paces long, 
and far exceeds in length that at Rouen, 
or any I have ever feen. I api fo imper¬ 
fect a judge of every thing whiph. depends, 
however remotely, on principles of mecha r 
nifm, that I (han’t attempt minutely to 
defcribe it’s coaft ruCtion to you. It con- 
fifts of tranfverfe beams of timber joined 
together, and rifes or falls with the tide. 
In fpring, as foon as the Duna is quite free 
from ice they build it, and it is removed 
before the froft fets in, which happens < 
commonly in November. It is only 
about nine or ten Engliih miles to the 
mouth of the river, where it empties it- 
felf into the Baltic \ and on the fouthern 
.fide, three miles belqw the town, is the 

place. 
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place where Charles the XIIth (totted the 
Saxons, as he had firfl done the Ruffians 
befor# Narva. A high bank of fand » 
now collected, add poflSfles the ground 
where the aft ion happened, under which 
'are ftill frequently found fkulls and hit¬ 
man bones. The city of Riga itfelf, is a 
mod difagreeable one: it is crowded toge¬ 
ther, and furrounded by fortifications 
which prevent a poflibility of it’s being 
altered or amended in this refpedfc. The 
houfes are all high, and the ftreets vety 
narrow, very ill-paved, and very dirty. 
The fuburbs are as large as the place itfelf, 
and are chiefly poflefTed by Ruffians, the 
municipal privileges excluding them from 
the capacity of exercifing any trade with¬ 
in it’s walls. There are about 8000 in¬ 
habitants in the city, and as many more 
in the Fauxbourgs. The commerce mud 
necefiarily be prodigious from .this port, 
fince they ufually reckon the number of 
fhips which come annually to load, as 

great 


great as there are houfes in Riga, which 
is about 800} and in the year 177 a they 
had 1030 veffcls from various part* of 
Europe. It’s pretences to. antiquity-are 
pretty high: it is faid, that when the 
Teutonic knights, about they far 1300, 
came to conquer and reform the pagan in¬ 
habitants of the province, they found 
fome merchants from Bremen, who had 
already fettled on the bank of the Duna, 
and created Riga, induced by the advan¬ 
tages it tendered to commerce. I believe 
this tradition is well founded. 

As I have now feen every thing which 
merits attention here, I purpofe to leave it 
early to-morrow morning in my way to 
Mittau, the refidence of the duke of 
Courland, and capital of that dutchy, 
which is only at an inconfiderable didance 
from hence. 

A letter is this moment arrived, written 
with the emprefs’s hand to the governor, 

informing 



informing him, that a moft honorable and 
advantageous peace is concluded with the 
Turks. You may imagine what an uni- 
verfal joy this news diffufes, as it may be 
fully credited. Adieu, my deareft Sir 1 . 

I remain. 


Your’s, &c. 
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Mittaw, Thnrfday, nth Apguft, 1774. • 

I t is a very plcalW and agreeable driir6 
1 6f fbur hours from- Riga to thfe pi act, 
til* di fiance 'being' about thirty miles»the 
dominion* OfRuflia -divide from thofe of 
•Ceurland nearly at the mid-way. I a t* 
rivqd' here Tafcfday nrtforniftg. At the en¬ 
trance of the town 1 tnet his highnefs the 
duke, who Was on horfehstck With a fmall 
train, and had juft returned from hun ting. 
Damn Klopman, the marfhat of his court*, 
ptefented me to him yefterdiy. He 
treated me with great politenefs, placed 
mo on his left hand at dinner, the old 
dttcheft, his mother, fitting on his right, 
thd did me the honor to fill eW hie in per- 
fort the apartments of the palace, and fe- 
U veral 
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veral curiofides he has coUe#cd> ip theaf- 
temoon. Our diicourie at table ranpn 
the happy .news (juft received) of jtjje 
peace concluded with the Turks, all the a$~ 
tides of which he recounted to me, as he 
had juft received a letter from his 
the princefs of Courland, who is marj^, 
and redder at St. Peteriburgh, on tl#t jujp 
ied. It feems as if Roff^nzoff 
a&ly reyerfed the campaign oa the. hanks 
,pf the, Pruth, where Peter the-firft itfss 
jnecefliated to Submit to the Visicr’s.tePlte, 
and to make, an inglorious peace,: to, pc4- 
fervehis army from to$al deftrpdiQOi jI 
remarked this to the duke* vyho iperieftly 
agreed in, feptiment with me., His high- 
nefs exprefled many times the high eftettn 
he entertained for the Engliih nation: 
“ and as a proof,” laid he, “ of the anti- 
- “ ept alliance between :us, I have .now 
“ among the archives of the dutchjv fc- 
v “ vcral treaties!, of _{rjepdftvp not only 
.• “from ypwr .kin^ but even feom .the 
, ■ “ famous 
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" fstmous pfote&or Cromwell'.* He w& 
peflbnally acquainted with idle lattrL^rtti 
Baltimore-, who forile ddyim Mid¬ 
taw during his father's reign j and affordd 
thd,' Ait Be ti 4 d ! often intended, drid f yet 
hbped to vfflt England. He Was good 
feiVdagh to invite me to one of his cabritry 
palaces at Ruhendahl, about twenty'miles 
frbm hchct, and fituate, as he Hud, in >a 
JWely 5 pfert of Courland j but as my time 
did hd< permit, I Wat obliged to decline 
tfcfo fitvflr. Wheti taking leave, P told 
-him) -1 <hoped to have next the honor of 
paying my reipeds to him in England j 
bat if not, that I fliould never pafs through 
j^itxiw, without acknowledging the Ob¬ 
ligations his goodncfe had laid me under 
on this vifit.—As this little fovereignty 
and it‘s hiftory are not much known in 
■your part of Europe, 1 make no doubt 
'.but it will be very entertaining to you, 
\ to hear fotne account of it; particularly 
-as I hive received my information from 
U a .Baron 
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Jkron Klopman* « •-■OftHR .and'* 
je&lept .of ithi? dptieby*. and* «*!<» 
jWtfqi^s firon* $q 4 p^ c *¥9**# . j ft: 

• ' . . . . . *. ■ *, A \ . „• i : .*# 

. Cpbt 4 p 4 » V'WeH a? Uvptftf, Wlieaftp 
iMongpd tq the Tronic knights ; j$ 
fhe jetf 1461 tlpegrvid.WtPP ,cif. ( t^ 
Atfef. became U>c firil duk* :• fc$ w , ^ 
t .Rodman of tfc* qf Jfet)tf*.Jilj 

j» Ju£ family it fqajjpuefl ,filj 
saffifc Wp# in tfc?,.j*rfbp ftf fct&ffap&i 
SPbuL-W the fa«f wfho fbugl*,&jftk 
ia^tly- agaiftft. Chacfe*. tfc* 3£IItJv ( at ,y$ 
tettfe* °f t|»P Pw * gt^totn 

m to a &p4. p£ fn>a) tie 
-and dafwiye^ of bis natural. iphj^atenfft* 
•Hj*.p*4cf?flpr, thfi yqjwg 
n*> hftd #aff*|d 49- Appfr. dftHghftft 
; flf ivap, pldSt hro*for qf fhp > 

^wfc^hpftnj c£ <jftt W d^afqendfid 
the Rpffiw jfcniqf. . He qnJji.U^Jfc 
««#J» after his 4apM* hew*?cajcn«i^r 
-to thf ,W<w jtf Hfft fey a. 

.. k -5 . * His 
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Hfo wJdbw tetairtca pofleffion' of the' g£ 
vferorftoof, to Vhe exdufionbf Ferdinand* 
till the death dr Peter the Htf/When ftfe 
was called to the empire by a fa&ion. 
Though this event' obliged her to leave 
Mitt&vv, and 'return to Peterffrurgh, yet 
hefpower continued; and on the death 
bf the duke Withdut iffue, the plated her 
favorite Biroa in the dutchy, though 
Count Sake had been previoufly ele&ed 
by the* riobUity, and-endeavored to make 
fOttae Mfiftante. I need ‘ not! Remind ybh 
thstt this Biron was for many years htef 
faitiider, and porfiefTed the mo(V unbound* 
«d power over both his miftrefs and her 
fnbjeds. He was not of noble extraction, 
hn father having only been in a-very 
mean- ftation nrnder the Keflers ; but his 
genius and the favor of the emprefs raifed 
Mm to the higheft dignities. She left 
hitxrregent-at her death, under the infant 
Emperor Ivan'; an office which he held 
only fifteen- day*, ind from the poffeffioa 
U 3 , of 
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of which’tie was fent- btfhTdrment* 
firft into Siberia, and afterwards to JdHrfi 
1 dif; ne^r : 300 miles’Ubybrid- MbfeoWi 
‘There “he remained till the late Empr^tl 
Elizabeth's death, when “Peter the HIE 

once more recalled him, and rciriftaWd 

- \ , 

Tiim in his honors and dominions. • Du* 
ring his diigtace, Courland was goverhed 
for feveral years by the four great officers 
of ftate, who prefide over the different 
departments, till Prince Charles of Saxony 
got footing in the dutchy, by the influ¬ 
ence of his'father the king of Poland, if/d 
held it three years, when the change' of 

* the fovereign in Ruffia, obliged him igaln 

• to evacuate it. The late duke died only 
two years ago, upwards of eighty years 
of age, and tranfmitted the inheritance to 
his fon the reigning prince. His high* 

' nefs is at this time about fifty years old: 
he Was divorced from his firft wife; a 
’ German princefs of the houfe of Wal- 
dcck, and is lately married to a Ruffian 
" ' ’ ' lady.— 
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lsdy^Th* w oply th^firid nobler 
man of tbe.ftsiitey.lu8 power not extending 
many degree over the other nobility: 
they pay hiip no taxes or duties of what* 
eypr nature, and are abfolute. lords on 
their own eftates, having power of life and 
4 ff*h over, their vaflals.—Courland is a 
fief. <4 Poland, and as fuch his prefent 
fiighnefc did homage in his father's,name, 
and his own, to Stanillaus the reigning 
Jang, on his acceflionat Warfaw. The 
.dfUchy is fixtyr three German miles in 
length, and .twenty-fix in breadth: it is 
•exceedingly fertile, particularly, in grain, 
. from, the duties on which, and his own 
- patrimonial. eftates, the revenue chiefly 
5-antes. This. fddom falls fliort of 

• 400,00a* dollars, and amounts fooje- 
•times to almoft double the Aim, as the 
price of grain- determines it in a great 
,• meafiirci . The .duke has 500 guards, 

1 • - _ .* , , , ■, 

* A coin value about 3s. 6d. English. 

. U 4 chiefly 
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cjikdfy ftr-, parade) thwtgjfc vbontvtmm 
y&r* ’ a 8**' d*> confaiecttt* bf Bchuxi miA 
yawed witbina^ngfc'<#eW£nv rnfh»,of 
Jtafcendablwufh 4900. men* butre{Mr§cl.«* 
the preparations he made far- defence, 
lie told roe that the antidn$ refidence-eftha 
duke&of Couclai»d ) wasatQcddinge^ K atcnya> 
Bear fifty* JEngliih miles from hence, - 'ami 
where are dill the ruins, of a pqlace yibifh 
belonged to them.—The prefent palace 
at M it taw ms begun by die late duhqhc* 
fore his batulhment, and continued oo h^ 
return. It is not yet quite finished in.the 
iofidg. Tho pha is, too jnagm&ent and 
princely for fo. Kttlea fovereagst*: .though* 
9«he maintains neither a mditecyar Havel 
armament, he.is a rich: naan with meopo*- 
,my. I<* fitugtaoij in v.qqy agrees^ on a 
fi&aU, epiiqfn^e juft, wi&ftlfi *bs town, 
.end, waffced by. 4 &e «jygr A 4 r which is 
.peetty broad* and winds deUgbtfn^y 
through thq i&eadoyrs. which, farcoond.it 
pn all fidesr . Th^comfiffy.k tnoftJy fi#> 

finely 
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ftmdfMrits^&tgtotf ;*^The H*er is* na-» 
Vigable-tt> Riga'ffer final! boats j and aj 
there arc always a number of thefe vcffcti 
going* and returning, the crew Of the faifi 
apparently moving-over the fields is vaftty 
pHfturefque. I have not feen a more ele- 
gftnt landscape than prefeats itfelf from 
the different 1 balconies of the palace. v 

• * i 

Tbe to^rn of Mittaw is not Very an- 
•fiirft-a pfitarte gentleman of Courlknd 
funded -itj in*the year 1426. It oticu* 
*pi <36 at leaft de touch* ground as Riga, but 
eg; itfatt'Arcets- are- move Ipockma and the 
hmldingentere Mattered, fteanflOtprd- 
petty borCgaeded as equal-in fizer; fcheim- 
habitants an only between 3 and' 4000. 
Moftofthe hokifes aie of wood, and - very 
mean xb thdk appearance; It is horridly 
patted» and which isl ftift ; more fingshr, 
• the Kolieflk have oppofed 1 arid prevented 
1 the (hike'k iatentian tso repair this defedt, 
\ ■ from 
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n&dtTves- oft'capricttuuid obftbacyi 
tJr.irobliged/tQ furnmon tcdic^cosapofod 
tmhely of their body, once; in two^yearaj 
winch ienadh laws and redrefies grieyank 
cos: he.praffides over, bat has little influx 
ence or authority in it. 

.This dwbchy is an exalt refemblanoe of 
Poland in miniature y the fame ariftocra* 
cy, she fame turbulence, the fame poli¬ 
tical evils, cxifi in both. If die dtrke 
thouldirave raale iffue by his preieot n?sav 
jiage, it. is probable Raffia will preferve 
’die inheritance in the - fiiron family# as 
they are the creatures of it’soam prod no¬ 
tion, and entirely dependent on it $ but 
.on a contrary event the fate of Courland 
.«*. very precarious. Poland is already dif- 
'tneolbcrcd and divided j Pruffia inveils it 
ron. one fide, and between that kingdom 
.and the empire of Mufcovy, this little' 
i. province, m ay have the fete of it’s feudal 
- parwd,J&om;jdje^mbkioa and avidity of 
1 


one 
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ont .oc Jhe .other monarch. The tight* 
ti£ humanity, of jufticc, and of liberty 
bav« ^ecn fo trampled on, and defpiicd, iA 
the parcitioft of Poland, that no fututeaci- 
tion of a fimilar nature can furprife in the 
prefent age. 

« > The duke is a lover of letters, and baa 
lately begun an academy in Mittttifc 
which is alraoft compleated, and where 
ppofeflors will be entertained at his own 
expence, for the inftru&ionof tbe yoong 
nobility and perfons of condition in tbe 
dutchy. This is a very laudable found** 
tion, and does him great honor. 

I am vaftly pleafed with the environs 
of this city, as well as with my reception, 
which would tempt me to make a longer 
ftay if my time permitted.—-The duke 
hunts frequently, particularly wolves, and 
kill* often fix' or feven in a morning* . I 
' could wife to hove the honor to accom¬ 
pany 
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pmyhihvon this di^crfion, which, maft, 

I Imagine, -be a. very gallant one.—*The 
pod-horn founds this mpmpnt, and I mad 
conclude my letter. In two boars I {ball 
fef 6nf foe Memelj but at rty day vritR 
not exceed a-day, you won’t hw# again 
before my arrival at the capital of PrulfiaJ 
Ftom * KOfiingAerg I {hall Write you. 11 
PfcrtW&r 

r 

I ». - * 'I 

XW«. .fe*03 
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Koning&erg, Tharfday, 


• t /1 U J */• t ** 

i 8 th Augutt, 1774 . 


I I^ef^Mittaw this day fcven^ig^t ^b^uti 
noon, and leached Frawembprg^ a 
village fifgr (piles diftant, before tqi^gh^, 
Nothing could e*cpcd the beautypf. the 
country through, which I paired 


extended plains, which a,w*eefc.og ttye*be-- 

- • • 

fyre h#4 been covered tyith jh^vefc, 

On which, the fheayetofeorn ^$-*,$£ 1 . 
Handing, imprefled the traveller a w.ith, 
ideas of plenty and happinef?,, Thp#p-> 
pgarance of every thing feezed fo ju/feiy 
and corroborate 9 rep^ the dpfce bad 


' m*d c to «®c, Ipeaking Qf.Courland^ that 
neither ip the archives, of* the duchy, fthr 
ip tb4 oJde fttradiudne, is there even man* 
tififlL made of a famine. Nature haa been 
uncommonly bounteous to theavabdtbsft 

epithet 
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epithet of the Sicily of the notth,’ ufoafty 
atm bated eo Livonia, helots with ntofid 
joftice to this province, .the product of 
which being' awtieatly all expotted frorti 

Riga, gav© birth to thereeeived opinion; ' ■ 

’ ■ • * * • 4 - / 

: i I Continued thy journey very eafrly'iii 
^beihorhing, having lain down more f?bih 
a defir^ 'hot to lofe any part of the prof- 
pefts which prefented themfelves, than 
frhfn' fatigue or want of reft. I was am¬ 
ply repiid for this little delay, by-a con¬ 
tinuation of the fame elegant fcenC.’! 
pafled- trough feveral woods, but there 
was nothing lavage or fombre in them. 
Oaks, afpins, oficrs, larch, and nut (fees 
Compared them; and under the Yhelter of 
this variegated lhade, I dined on fome 
Cold provifions I bad brought with me, 
whllethcftrvaht procured me a dcfert Of 
ltuts from the boughs over my head, 
which were leaden With thorn.' GihBtas 
oe^er dined mordtohie fathfattion in the 
5 groves 
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groves pf Lep&fbriC^ttte; thaiH didiaa 
lho 6 of - Qo$rfood. Iih»pf>ed again dtt« 
ting:'tha middle of thrpighti at adibrie 
few&lof, where the vpofc-iwwfc.'Wfti frtwatw 
As n I apprfpchfid thfc ^ 

population and the fertility of the foil di- 
^ninifl^cd: very deep and glq^y ^voods, of 
twenty Jinghfe miles in length* W&eh 
q^ly afford Reiter to wolycs. ; ^pd bears, 
jfprmed a .ftriWog .contraft 4 $ the. rich 
vales I.hjjd juft left, and fct off by opgo-* 
j^ion. thofe jfgrts in ^wbwh^uGbfl #!«l 
agriculture. hpd improved, the- Qffigjgftl 
-hpfjnty pf hsjky W-4'-reached' &onr 

^x pf 4 ,he dntchy on ;§a$pfday ipprnipg, 
eroding a, rivulet over- ft( 
bridge entered.Poland; it poly a qo^fter 
of jLitbjuania, twelve pr< thirteen tpi 1^1.49 
breadth# which divides. Pruffia from Cq^iv 
ilaod, 1 was. ftopped at Pojangcp, a mlfe* 
rable tpwn 4ft-this province, ead had the 
. honor-to be. ftarchod at ftikUtdiof coftooi- 
hovde in the napac 

The 
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The place itfiblf J» fttuato a£*n -infcon&itth 
»fcl« didtaceifromthe foot* *t the BtWttf 
and is ranseafcable .for thcq^mmeai «f;i 
noher ooHedoi near H»wliiiybaDsiiMi * 
only branch of cmameretv dfc.amBa< • 
glUh mHeafrom hence ftamfsthe black : 
Eagle of Prtfffia, and in theafternodol - 
got tt> Meuaeh the firft tovrn inhis.Pruf* t 
fian majcfty’s dominions, where I ^ vrai 
obliged orice more to undergo The cere*- ; 
t nfany of afeaixh, which was ctmddfod'•* 
lifeewife with greater fcvOrfty than it had / 
been in Poland, mod; rigorous peoalritr. 
being annexed to 7 theintrodd&ion of any * 
prohibited articles, howorer find! ra rjoani *i 
into the kingdom. As I intended to : 
makeadmit ft ay in Merhel, I tia&ptfeM - 
tided myietf with letters to' apHntfipnl— 
commercial 'holder the hofpitaJity I’had 
found at Nanra, and the pdhteneis (hewn, 
me at Rig£, 'had prepofleflfed me with 4 - 
favorable idea of my reception in tkfe 
place;aBd^bmeindheements-ofxnothtt •• 

nature. 
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nature, whfchlwiil mention hereafttr, 
adding weight to the firft.' Iidft not a 
mfatuce on naf arrival, in preparing myfelf ■ 
tourniit on die perfons to whom my re- 
coauhcndatidns were addreffed. I took ra- 
that greater cirethan common in thelittle . 
a dju Aments neceflary on thefo occafiont : 

I pat on a fait of clottths which wJs more ) 
thon.dacent: a pair of worked ruffles, and 
foot powder in -my hair, made me, 1. 
thought, very fraarfc as a traveller; and 
tbao ( . habited Iifaflied oat.—It was near 
fevtn in the* evening, and had been a very 
rainy day: I.took the opportunity of a 
fhort iufpenfion of the dorms, and tripped 
nimbly along' the ftreets, preceded by a 
girl, widwprfboetor'dockings, who was 
fcht to, fhew me the way. When we. 
came to the hpofe, my ragged condu&rcfs 
opened the drees door without ceremony, 
and running up a pair of dairs, threw 
open another door into-an apartment, 
where die -loft me, and retired with a* 
X much 
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ipg^.^igUatipA aft foe M. ^^.',4 
jf ftegp$ id; If foe dp&s an<j bppk-ffl&fr. 
,vhich fyfrp^ed. J?e»f force fide^ offof, 
*o$nfc foclafefoilj tp be $ e^ltt 

. i. *fc°»W «Wfo J?c?t»flJl3r AlW» 
jpiftjfoeo.ft&r a epckf-Jqft: fopft&ftfa* 
TO* f? comply poxcfpd 
$j*fce matter* foal pp pfce§* ftfirotd#* 
tin^ly vjfode through fopm j, aj&rthft 
W.O'f.^^crF Y c ^rfo\Ber&%*ad«&- 

ijffd at a^ tfo}?, bm ffppq parttPUkrJM^ 
af fochqur whea l, iB?dfiW app6a**tf»- 

T vp btaffo *4-h>qtipg Ggpffih ^JlP bfctH^k 1 

coupteaanpes might, h*v* for 1&r 

^ujpc defcendapts. of 4ttf<foa*& fo. fright 
line, footed up at fop f^ aa^at^lfle 
automatons a&uatcd by firings, andifatt- 
ed by their regards tp demand fopcaufe&f 
fo abrupt an, eatmp^ft: focy,appe«red<fe> 
bcahoat.fo\y ytmoZegc, w&wtfv both 
4reffed in 4$ep. u>fwrr-;pgi a^d weeper* 
I muftowjD the q^nrwjt JDf my entrance 
intp this featgge rafoer ,$C* 

; concerted 
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^fcofiecrted die t taking, hoiVeVer, iny cre¬ 
dentials out of lily pocket, I preftnted 
Hittti tO Ifith who flood tteit me. ** I 
have' riot the hotior, gentlemen,* faid 1 , 
bekneidrril® yad: thefe leftersferve 
'16 introduce me to your acquaintance, and 
tfe'recommend met6 your g6od officer: 
they' ire, as you will find, froth Rigi, 
#hi4h I left onfy a few days fince." This 
dori fpeech p tod need a low bow from 
%o*i and WhfTe one pertifed them, the 
Othif dhfired me to be feated on a ftool, 
Which had once been covered with lea¬ 
ther $• but time having eat it all away, 
the hotfe-hfut which compofed thefluf- 
fiag fopplied it's place: it wh$ a piece of 
furniture perfectly in tafte with every 
thing elfe in' the room. I complied with 
thc hivitation, and amufed rhyfelf by look¬ 
ing' round me, while the two brothers 
wetc engaged with the letters. w tfi die 
betr em KauffrhitnnV* faid the fecond* 
fbttching out his head with a look of 
X 2 ignorance 
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iguoraaceand curiqfi^ : “ Ick s'&ift 
nicbty" anfwpred the, other* IhakiagiB* 
in tarn,, “ Gentlemen,” laid I, “ though 
l nm npt fo happy jas .to £pcak.German* 
I, underftandfomewhat ofthc languages 
.the motive? which induce me totraseh 
are thole of knowledge and improvement; 
I have made almofl the tour of the north 
of Europe this fummer, and my flay her** 
as in every other place I vifit, is chiedy 
determined by the objects it prefentfe.tff 
inftru<5tion and liberal entertainments? 
5‘ We apprehended,” anfwered thefirftl 
“ you might be come to opr fair* whieh 
will begin, Monday ; you have heard iftf 
Memel fair to be iure; if you want any 
goods, our clerks (hall ihew you the way, 
pnd get them for you." ** I am hap* 
pily,” laid I, ** not in want of any good*, 
except a few amber toys Xf> give away in 
^England; and I am told this is the. pro* 
jpereft place. in the world to pfO€#ff( 
them*”. “ I don't know,” replied 
' ' .‘ “if 
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*if indeed you onty want a few toys, the 
landlord: of the inn where you lodge can 
fepply yOu as well a 9 any one ; but if you 
would pur chafe amber in the grofs, the 
town Of Polangen, which yon came thro*, 
was the properer place j it belongs to the 
crowri of'Poland at this time; but we are 
in great hopes that our king will ere long 
get hold of it, as foon as matters are fet¬ 
tled at Warfaw $ and then, you know, we 
Stall have aH the amber trade in our own 
bands'.” Unhappy Stanifkus ! thought 
2 $ how little do the cbnfiderations of 
equity and honor weigh againft thofe of 
ititereft; and how unfeelingly would thefe 
avaricious tradefmen fee the poor remains 
of thy difmember&d kingdom fequeftered 
into other hands! “ The trade of'Memel 
is notwithilanding,” refumed I, “ pretty 
large at this time; is’ it not ?” “ Indif¬ 
ferent,” faid he: *« there are only four 
honfes who divide it; we export a great 
deal of timber, which is brought down 
X 3 the 
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the fir6m tbcinleripr padi*ta£- # 

Lithuania; ami conveyed hue. in bdanfljl 

,<fcal-too pretty largely in h«t»p,- flaajy 
vd linfeed t five hundred &ipa we&ibtfc 
hue.htft fw wdtfe tfce£*rticlst»)*i»4- 

• many marc might have been laden thifc 
feafon, if the water on the bar was. nutjfia 
nupch dccreafed lately. There were c£gh& 
teea feat, and now there are only fifteen 
melancholy circntnftance for us 1”. V'Aaliji 
why," laid I, u have you not rentonfliUttflJ* 
fo bis taajefty of Pruffia 1 A fovcrcigti^ 
Wife, fb attentive to every branch of' tjftf 
tfevcnofy ddj® mfpods hhnfelf into all t$k> 
departments of policy, and is' his own nlfw 
pa&er, would no doubt iutertft. Idmfetf 
warmly in the removal of every ebftaclo 
firhlch injured: br dkrifaifhed yoor trade;*' 

& W$ bsveitet found that," replied he; 
f* remotfftrancefc 'have been prtfented tcf 
0te king, aridordere given in confequbhce; 
hut they* are not executed ; bis majefty is 
t^great mail } bat Berlin is very diftant t 



I J«» 1 

*Wd thia liU frbtitiBfof tfa< kingdom;** '.I* 
diked IF thefe Wer6 My obj e&s of edriofityi 
at Mcimt. ** There is not any thing' 
ibat I know of,” Aid the fetond brother, 
^■except a pot-afe rtianufattoty, and you* 
may fee a better otic at Dantztc: the ihips 
art the quay are bar firveft fight.” I aimed* 
the difeourfe, id the intention of prolong*, 
lag the time* on thefiege of Mecnel in the: 
Idie war, bf which they gave me fome a©* 
count, hating refided there at the timt« 
Only 6qo invalids held ft out four day% 
ag&inft an ar piy of 50,000 Ruffians, and 
&en Obtained a capitulation, add marched 
opt with all the honors of war.-*"! had 
now exhausted every topic of converfa- 
tion j it was become fo very dark^-that.! 
eoi^ld diftinguiffi hardly any parts of nay 
ceajkpdhions except their poles .and their 
Weepers: they had not given me. any invi¬ 
tation either to flipper, or tat dinner next 
day; the gloom increafed. every moment, 
an 4 darfttieft and. filen^c. Were drawing 

• k . * ' * * * \ '*V 

X 4 ' theft 

+t : • • 1 
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tHcir mantle over us.—In awott!* ^footed 
I miift go, lo riling up f made my bofev, 
and wifhed them a good night.- 1 —I netapp¬ 
ed home half mortified at my’unfucceftftil 
vifit. You will fuppole there was finhe 
concealed motive which influenced me-fo 
warmly td attempt, and fo long to perfe- 
vere in the defign of cultivating the ac¬ 
quaintance of two fuch men. There 
was: I avow it. I had been informed :be- 
fore my arrival, that one of th<m had a 
lady, whofe perfon and manners ifcerc 
eminently attradtive-j and the hope of be¬ 
ing introduced to her prefence, had alone 
prompted my behaviour, and regulated 
my conduct during this interview. I 
ihould have efieemed the company of fuch 
a woman more than an adequate compen- 
fation for the previous penance. As I was 
not' lucky enough to enjoy this, however, 
I made the bed of my condition, and 
drank Mademoifelle de Treiden’s health, 
in a glafs of Rhenidi, which wastolera- 

5 % 
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jWy.igpod* Who Madeqioifelle dc Trei- 
den is, 1 never yet tqld you: ihe is v^y 
young, very pretty, and very good-na- 
:_turcdj if you would know more of her,' 
fee . lives at .Mittaw, and is a maid of 
. honor to the duchefs of Courland. 

t . 1 : ordered poft-horfes for Koningiberg 
at noon. next day, and walked out in the 
.morning to look at the town. The ladies 
Wflre picking out their way through the 
dirtieft.v&fft Greets it is potfible to cpn- 
; ceive, in negligees and white fattin fhoes j 
and the gentlemen were gallanting them 
to church (for it was Sunday) in blue 
velvet-coats, and vail Kevenhuller hats. 
There were fome exquiiite figures among 
.them. Leonardo da Vinci would have fell 
.tp work vyith his pencil in a minute, if 
he had been there. It was a moil laugh¬ 
able fcene. . There is not^ indeed, any 
;thing ip ttys place to detain a man of 
•curiofity. two hours :• the buildings are 

very 
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Wrttcfeed 3 as my , 

tfcft comptiog-houfe, I think “ thf -gup* 
tit the (jusynrt theiineft fight in Metoehv. . 

' ' vU-i 

..Jfrtm hcrttc to Koningfberg,, the toad r , 
lips over a fpit of fend about eighty-thrive 
miles in length, and not more than a fi%< t 
glc one in breadth in many places r 

* 

ftone does it exceed three. This extraor¬ 
dinary bank-of fand terminates a little ^ 
the northward of the town, froth which 
H Iff feparatcd by a haven of wear half-a 
thile id breadth, When the weather fe{. 
fine,- and die fca fmOoth, one inay drivo . 
along it with great pleafufe,, aS the fends^ 
tfofe to the margin of the: water art hard- 
and firm. Unhappily for tne, it hot only, 
fefew very hard, ba£ the wrftd being weft, 
terly drove the waves a long way higher. 
on 1 ' the beach than oibal. ' I landed on 
the fend abodt tVvo in the afternoon, and. 
reach od the -fifft pofi-hmife as night clorfed: 
in; A mort -teTribte one I diari&y ert&r; 
rt':~ i femember; 
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i tmfentbtf t h tfot only raided Whiktyt 
ihwrittMBort, h$% thfc Wind, whidh hflf 
incrtaftd the whole |ay, blew a- hortl- 
pane. The lea being driven by it’s fery 
p- long wiy beyond the tribal bound's, ne- 
cdCtated the poflHljbnsoft to drive through 
the vfcrjr furf, Which many times coni'* 
jdeatly covered thd fofe-wheels df ! tfid 
parriagc, and roared like thunder itftlf in 
fOf ears! In fuch a fituation Icotfld hoe 
fake much repofe; and more tWhbWd 
apprehended l£bo\iTd have been inevfta-' 
My evefttirrietf into 'the friary tftd fide :, d# : 
fhe little find-hills' Which bound the fWWr' 
being fo {helving and fteep, that it Wad 
With the uttnoft precaution and catd thd 
carriage was prevented from turning offer. 
Morning cdme tiMfr welcome after Afdl 
a nighty and ebotft eight o'olo^t I get to ' 
amilferabk) rtaftyhevtoh csAtf on inn# 
where I town 4 the* poor inhafctfluJf* «e* 
ployed cn boding pumpkins, wfck&ap* 
peared to bc one chief ettiele ef their 
3 food. 
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The women looked more' like 
. wishes than human creatoress without 
any fortiof head-dnefs except their hair, 
and fcarce covered to the knees. Here 
among Houbybnms (who appeared more 
ftvago than Yoboosy in a large ftable) % 
cat pny brpakfaft, and drank my codfee> 
very oompofedly.—I reached, the fotuihetti? 
termination of the fand, where it joins; 
the continent, about noon j and gladly 
found myfelf poce more cm firm ground, 
after havipg drove two-ami-twenty bourn; 
along thp (horc of the Baltic, and •often' 
amid it’« very waves.—It is about twenty 
miles to Koningiberg from hence, thmA 
a,fiat hut inclofed and cultivated country^' - 
I pafled almoft under the very wheels 
where-the bodies of four makfadors late* 
ly executed are ftiH remaining. I turned 
my eyfes with horror from this fpeftacle, 
equally humiliatiug and mournful to a 
breaft .of companion. They are orfiy a 
quarter.' of a mile. ftom.the city, at the 

gate 
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gate of whiah I was flopped. After did 
officer on guard had infpeCtedmypafs, ft 
fcddier with bis bayonet fixed mounted the 
co^ah - box, ami the poftilion blowing 
his bom, I was conduced like a pnfoner 
of ftate through a number of ftreets to the 
cufltom-hou£e. There I underwent ano¬ 
ther Search a la Prufflerme, and was then 
permitted to drive to an inn. 

I fhall not quit this place before to¬ 
morrow evening, and even theft it will be' 
with reluctance. Fortune/ who ufually ; 
difpenfes her favors with caprice, has 
made me here a rich amends for my dis¬ 
appointment at Memel. A gentleman of 
rank* with whom I became acquainted the 
day, of my arrival, did me the honor to 
invite me to a ball the enfuing evening at 
his own houfe. I went about fix o'clock ? 
it was a beautiful day, and the ladies were' 
feated under an arbour in the garden, 
while a band of mufic played. Hepre*i 

fented 


/ 
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tetoj nit to them silt 'wdost difftdC&jiif) 
leading to my own feefiugv where 
the pfdSereoce. I» thb : fitustion, S #JS 
not her beauty which dt^o# me to aj&iM 
ttealar ofte, though perhaps m *t$af'eri£ 
dowment nature had given her the fop&S 

*1*. 

riOrityv Shell I lay it was chance tatMfjf 
then > ft fortuitous contingency, ih wWoH 
no higher and better indoenee mingled 
itfdf ? Or are there not, my dear Sft$ 
fame fc cat and unknown caufes, fofiafC 
•xquifite and fympathetic qualities,- e&* 
ther mental or corporeal* which ama# 
by a Cnbtle and irrcfiftibte energy certaift 
peribos, whom a congeniality of'fout hat 
formed to give and receive a mutualpfoa-* 
hue? Let this be as it may^: heweved 
ft ocftnfcafl the caufe, I felt the effect. 
The paflkws of the heart depend not ctf 
. the dedudsena of the tfnderftanding, a nS 
adtmratioa. may be -experienced without 
dadoing it. Her perfon.was flendei*, and • 
domed wlth dytnra et r yr a^deHcacy min* 

gled 
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gle4 twit’s «J*W cW<w* 

. Tphj^ quality was not cpnfintdi** 
ip# jprtiW^t^ti^dc, fe^tUF^ op lpek » 
it.ftfas diSu&d aU over. her,, ufcf might be 
^fffORptihiy difeefned in, themoverocn* 
hw hand* as in thp change o £ her eye.. 
TJifltte had.not taken anything from dm 
qs^r^l lovcl^nd# of her conptpnance but 
4j$kp<;{f had tinged her eheejc -with a pah* 
nqfy ,. without iiminif&flg it’a charms* 
§foe w*s >©ft* at BflrUn,. feute£ Tread* 
<$fra& 4 ei ? , H<;t knowledge, of this, Wfr 
fc^guage vrj» only- equalled by bar m* 
q^a i ntfu yx with thp Italic Sp read 
Tfaflp and Boilea^whh equal eafeu Got* 
QM flight have Ufkncd with oe much 
tpptmt w I did* while*, in a tone oft oka 
mod exquhitofr amfieal* £ho repeated hm 
ft. Prirfemrai Qaeviniu del Anno* Her- 
hm)th did not pmsojit her to dance ; but 
ihe rcfpmnwadftd .to me her friend* % 
yquog lady my amiable,, if my hear* 
cftdtt have frxiod wjt; thmg fe betted . 

herfelf. 
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herfelf. Mufic had no attra< 9 hons for me r 
anlcfs of a £tcondarjr nature, and , wincb- 
k derived from her; nor could dancing* 
animate my bbfom r though it might mj\ 
body. I returned from this gay thraldom* 
to the happineis of fitting befide her, of’ 
regarding every alteration in her face, and 
attending to the accents of her tongue*- 
She was not infenfible to this fpecies of 
homage, more truly flattering than a<vo¬ 
lume of compliments, and was one of lie* 
few women 1 have met with*, who know 
that love has no alliance with loquacity. 
She invited me to teach her Engtifl), and' 
promifcd in return to be my preceptrefa 
in German. ** Now and then,” added* 
(he, “ we may recur, for a fupcrior enter¬ 
tainment, to the Paft or Fide, or the Gie~ 
rvfalemme. Why cannot 1 accept this 
invitation ? why not profit of filch a tu— 
torqfs i Can. 1 have a better one, if I. 
wander through every circle of the em-. 
pit:e? The very genius of the language* 

would 
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vodM appear dtffaent,when Ole deigned 
to inftruit me to it, end all it's afperitie* 
vowkl-bc foftened in pafling through fuch 
- a'medium. What may come, I know 
not* '* Hope fprings eternal-in the hu¬ 
man breaft':” but at this time, infu per able 
obfticles preclude the poffibility of my 
ftay in Koningfberg. , 

-This is a raft city: I do not believe it 
frlefs than Copenhagen ; and it contains 
50^,000 inhabitants, exclufive of 8000 
fokKers j it is a great collection of houfes 
and ftreets without elegance, beauty, or 
order: the. buildings are in a vile tafte, 
and moftly aid. Here is an academy, 
founded by one of the firft dukes of Pruflia; 
but our 'grammar-fchools in England are 
in general much fuperior to them. A 
profcflbr (hewed me the library, and 
other apartments : there is nothing worth 
looking at, except the original fafe-con- 
duCt given by Charles die Vth to Martin 
Y Luther, 
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when he -aUf^dc4,.the. 
d WpffB&iq MV* ,*P$i tyfctbe^-* 

.^efor’s.!^ ; thi^ 

JConingfafg.ha* 3 .oqiiftje^Wp tp^flvj* 1 
., hep)£ 31^-flax* but it.isfeven/Qepgfn 
, milqs*.^ ^Jrirty-five Ei^glift,, from fWJgp, 
: ,the ,fc3rf>9ft : ^ the enUpnufhure^^e 
, rivqr Pregel; fo that pply very fjtnqU,^- 
. lels can cptne up to.the town.. Thegfip- 
fept kipgpf Pruffia haa netXhewjt^jDy^- 
tachment or fondpcfs for thjs partp^is 
dominions ; nor has he viHted the city 
lince the .year 17^3, though he comes an¬ 
nually to make a general review of the 
troops near Marienwerder on the Viftula, 
not far removed from hence. The river 
is narrow here, but there are fome very 
pleafant. gardens on it’s banks. I am 
told, a king of Bohemia founded Ko- 
ningfbcrg In 1255, this part of Pruilia 
being at that time dependant on his king¬ 
dom.—The lady whom I have already 
mentioned, has not formed the foie in- 

■ ducement 
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' dutttment td protTaft my flay : the cordial 
and genicfous polrtenefs I have met with 
~frdtti ] anEnglifh merchant tmfhis lady, 
‘Whole 'names are Collins, have made me 
’ftfrjgfeV'Memel: flie is a Pruflian but few 
Engllfh wonien poflefs half her powers pf 
,f pllekfing. 1 am juft going to -Tapper at 
; lier ‘htiufe j : To farewel J-^-In a few days I 
hope to write yott from Dantzic, where 
J my colirfe wiH be directed next* Mean 
While, believe me ever 

■J ■ . 

Year own. 
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LPT T. E B. ,Xy. .. 

Elbing, Monday z'ad Augioft* ^4. 

I Quitte^ KomngfbBrg -Saturday thfc'Ai- 
ing> and purfued tny jpurijey alotig Ate 
banks of the river Pregel, through ti fer¬ 
tile plain. It was one of the fined; days 
of the feafon, the rays of the' fun being 
moderated and attempered by a bpetae 
from the water, and all nature gay. I 
flopped the carriage on a rifing ground at 
a little difiance from the town, and look* 
ed back on it's numerous towers, which 
were gilded by the eafiern fun, and dwelt 
in reverie with anxious fondnefs on the 
object which had excited my temporary 
affections. I then drove on, and folding 
my arms, gave full fcope to thofe vifions 
of future and ideal happtnefs, thofq 

fchemes of reunion, to which the mind 

- • * * - “ 

of man always has recourfe when op- 

prefied 
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preffed by forrow, and which, though our 
undemanding is confcious of their futility 
and unfubftantial nature. 

Yet with a pleating forcery can charm 
“ Pain for a while, or anguilh, and excite 
“ Fallacious hope.”——* 

The axle-tree of the chaife broke dowo 
in the afternoon; and as feveral hours 

f 

were requifite to make a new one, I was 
qecefliated to remain in the village where 
it happened during the reft of the. day. 
1 lay down at night on a bed, and in an 
apartment which might well have ferved 
for the original of that where Pope de- 
fcribes Villiers expiring, and than which 
imagination can hardly conceive any more 
miferable and gloomy. In the morning 
early, I proceeded and got to Frawem- 
burg to breakfaft. This is a little town 
lituate in a fandy plain on the fea-fhore. I 
flopped to fee the church, which has been 
very renowned in pail ages'. It Hands on 
Y 3 a hill. 
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ahill, commanding an'eittenrfi've peo 6 p*dfy 
and beloved antletiriy to the bifhepaofl 
Ermeland. 1 ThefewerebOth iccJeAafticjd 
and temporal princes, rcfemblingtbe dhfcn 
total archbhhops of the Oerman empire;; 
they were appointed by the kings of Pof 
land, and were vaffals bf that kingdom. 
Their revenues were not Ida than 
ducats per annum, and thhtr territorial 
pretty confderable. This fief has, kfflf 
confideced by the king of. Pruflia, ;gs- h?r 
longing .to him, and in cqnfeqyence^ 
queftered to his ufe; the prefeot bi(hqp 
is a young Polifli nobleman, and was in¬ 
verted in the fee fome f?w years fincp by 
Staniflaus. He is laid to potfeis the pow-r 
ers of infinuation in ji great degree, and 
by his raillery and fa?etioufpefs, to have 
' ingratiated himfelf exceedingly with his 
new fowteign, who hps rnpft bountcoufly 
allowed him an annual penfion of about 
6,000 ducats. * from the revenues, on 
< A pj$cf:vak« about gs. to 91: 3d. EogUih. 

which' 
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wbkhbe bow reikies, at Cracow--r-I re* 
turn to tbechiuch, of ErawpqQL,twurg-. It 
fenf Gatholic foundation, and thfy were 
eolrib rating theniatia ferviee ; when, I cq 7 
ternMt, As (hey: had, iofoffWPdt .nw atf 
Kohlhg&crg* that 4 he iimnprpai Coperoi* 
<*Ht was; interred here,. I waited nyitbno 
ttJdoimpatience iftthe expedition of 
inghis tomb; but in thtaiiwas difap- 
pointed. :Ohe of; the priefts afiured mp, 
thAt though ho had’ been a caaonof the 
cathedral^ hit remains were--buried at 
'Thom, the place" of hitf nativity. They, 
however, ftill fhew the apartment which 
belonged'to him'; and the cahons are at 
diis time fupplied with water, by a ma¬ 
chine of his invention, which raifes it to 
a great heighth from the Vale below, 
Whence It is dtfhibutedtoevery part of 
their refidence. ThiS efitgioe l taw; and 
though I am the mod incompetent judge 
onearth of any thing,' which depends 
off principles of hydroftatics, oyet I was 
Y 4 ftruck 
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{track with it's great fkmplicity. iXbru 
J celebrated machine of Marti was <oan^" 
ftrudted from the plan of it by order o£ 
Louis the XlV.th. 

It is not more than twenty mites fnmr 
Frawemborg to this place* which rf 
reached yefterday morning* and fhali quit 
again this evening. Elbing was founded 
by a colony from Lubeck* the Tyre of 
the Baltic* about tbe year 1234. It;it 
fituate on a little river* which falls auto 
tbe fea near five milts off, but admits 004 
Jy very fmatl vefiels* Pillaw fernng -c* 
qaally as the port to Koningfberg abd 
Elbing: The Teutonic knights were 
lords of it for a confiderahle number.of 
years; but in 1450 the inhabitants ultif 
mately {hook off their yoke. * From this 
era* we may date the fplendor of it’s an¬ 
nals i they became rich* powerful* and 
commercial; they were refpedled through¬ 
out all 'the north, and even made war 00 

the 
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the kings of Denmark and Sweden, with' 
fuecefs. Guftavus Adolphus took it, but 
his premature death, and the peace Of 
Weftphalia which followed in 164S, re- 
ftored them again to their liberties. 
Charles the XHth entered it by afiault in 
the beginning of the prefent century, 
as it adhered to Auguftus his enemy ; and 
the entrenchments of his camp are iHfl 
tifible at an inconsiderable diftance front 
the walls. It remained free face that 
time under the pfole&ion of Poland, td 
the diet of which kingdom it lent two 
members,- till the 13th of September* 
1772, when his Pruffian majcfty’s general 
took pofleflion of it in the name of his 
mafter, and drove out the Polifli garrifon 
of 200 men, who attempted to make 
4 bine defence. The black eagle has now 
ibpplanted the crofs, their aiitient arms, 

<and appears over every gate of the city. 

/ / 

They already feel the rigor and rapacity 
of this new government, which threatens 

to 
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ti} fwallow ftp all Polilh-Pruffia, and i<y 
cxSingulfh freedom and commerce irr-iowii 
general ruin.—-The. city Jtfelf contain# 
about fifteen thoufand inhabitants* The- 
architecture of the hon(es is the- mod gfO*> 
tefqde and lingular I have feen in Europe;' 
They terminate in a point, and afmoft aH 
the upper ftories are untenantable, being 
defigned for granaries, and not forrefi-i 
dence. It was formerly fortified in the 
Gothic tafte, and furrounded by a trench* 
but even thefe. feeble rampart* ape in a 
great meafure demolilhed fince it has bei 
come futjedt to it's new mailer, / 

» b ' * < - ■ J • i 

I was permitted by particular requeft 
to lee the treafures lately difcov.ered here, 
and about which fo much has been faid 
in the public prints all over Europe. 
They are Contained in three large coffers, 
in a vaulted' apartment of the town hall, 
where they had Iain untouched a number 
of years. ; There is not any fpccie/thc 

whole 
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whole being plate,. or ornaments. worn by 
the pricfts in the celebration of: divine £or- 
viee. The- wcquifite delicacy of the work- 
marjihip, co«ftitut«B tbeirchief valqe, tb«? 
intrude , worth not . exceeding. 25,09$ 
ecus. or. $OQ©l.;fterling«. -The real hifipry 
of tbefc trea&res I can inform you. as 1 
received it from the gentleman who keeps 
them. When the city was taken by Quf- 
UVus! Adolphus, he put the Lutherans io«t 
to pofleflion of the cathedral, which prc* 
views to that event belonged to the catho¬ 
lics. Uladiflaus king of Poland.rcftored 
it to them fonae years after; but the pi¬ 
ous followers of Luther found means to 
fpcs$tc moft of the riches belonging to the 
original proprietors, which they con¬ 
cealed effectually in this obfcure re;- 
treat. The /ecret was a dangerous one, 
known to few, and very well kept. They 
wait, at prpfent to know his, majefty’s 
,j^cafure.refp«<aiDg.the difpofyion of them; 
-and,as he is a.prince not bigotted to any 

particular 
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particular religion or fuperftition, he 
may perhaps make much the fame ufe of 
thC plate, as Bellhazzar formerly did of 
theveffels m die Jewifti temple, by co¬ 
vering his fide-board with them :~but 
the catholics hope for better things from 
his piety.. In the fiune dumber where 
thefe holy redics have befen difeovef^d. 
were likewife fcveral fwords which be* 
longed to the Teutonic kbighfc. I exa¬ 
mined them with grefct attention, and am 
almoft induced to believe they are merely 
weapons of oftentation, defigned, like, 
Alexander’s mangers and armor in India,; 
to imprefs pofterity with falfe ideas of 
their perfonal ftrength and prowefs. 
Their weight and dimenfions are fo enor¬ 
mous, that, though I meafured one of. 
them, I am afraid to tell you it’s exa& 
length. Nothing can be more rude and 
barbarous than their conftrudtion : two 
pieces of iron form the garde, and round 
the gripe is » bandage of ftraps of leather 
* crofted. 
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crofted. They arc really phjqfts of itfpq- 
der and curioftty.—- I am now, juft re^dy 
to fet out for Marienbourg, which.is.Dnjy, 
twenty, miles , off. Frpm thence I ihaU ; 
finish this letter. 

\ . • • . • 

• Marknbeurg', Wednefday, 2^(h Augaft, 1^74; 

J Have received fo high a delight from 
the view of one of the nobleft monu¬ 
ments of antient magnificence now re¬ 
maining in Europe*, that I ihall lofe no 

* 

time in defcribing it, while my imagina¬ 
tion is yet warmly imprefted with the fen- 
fations excited by the view of it. To the 
inftitution of chivalry we owe this pro¬ 
duction, the Teutonic knights having, 

* v 

been the founders of it. As I have fo 
frequently made mention of this order in. 
my late letters, it may fave you the trou¬ 
ble of recurring- to dufty folios, to give 
you a little epitome of their origin, their 
greatnefs, and their extinction.—Folly 
and a religious rage firft gave them birth, 

5 


in 



t 334 1 
in the ages of dafknefsr Europe engaged 
in the frantic -defign df refcuing the holt 
tomb frdm the hands Of the SaracfehSi tb 
whom it belonged* -and ftal' thefe ftjdi 1 - 
dcoflt of military feints one after the.other 
on the fame errand. They were called 
Knights Templars, Knights of St. John of 
Jerufalem, Knights Teutonic: they bore 
to thefc ware the badge of peace and codt- 
,cord, the crofs, which they wore either Sn 
the ihoulder or dbe bread:. It was in (he 
year u 91, at the time when oor Richard 
was oppofing Saladine under the watis df 
Jerufalem, that the reigning Pope Celef- 
tine inftituted this new re-inforcement 
to the Chriftian arms. They were only 
forty in number, and a German lord, by 
name Henry Valpot, was appointed grand 
mafter of the order: their prowets did • 
. hot, however, maintain them long in Pa- 
ledine, from whence they were driven 
out pretty early ir* the thirteenth century* 
Conrade, dulfe of Mafoyifl, was at that 
7 time 
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time thjelr.^df.—What #npuU theydo ? 
pightiqg was f^eir oulyprqfpfiien, and 
qncaiie& qf fonjc hind were absolutely s$- 
qp$te. Happily the north of Europe 
wffts.yet qiuch of it unfubdued jbo the holy 
■cjaurch,aqd wrapt in-ipagaatfink It was 
-% m<4 meritorious aftioq tacitf thtfoia- * 
fidela tq pieces* and Pope. Gregory the 
IXth gave his fan&ion to the cauft. 
Thus authorifed, Conrade led them on, 
and entered Pruffia. They either dreOe 
. out the inhabitants or baptized them, and 
eftahliihed them&lves firmly, in their new 
-conquers: On the banks of the river 
Nogat,. in « beautiful plain, they fixed 
thf-r, grand refidcoce, and began to-con- 
.ftrudl the caftle of Marienbourg in it8*. 
The firft mafter of the order came here 
i in the year 12369, when we may reafon- 
ably .prefiime it wad fintdied. They be- 
came afterwards very poWerfol, and con¬ 
quered all Ssrinogitia, Courland, Livonia, 
and otherprovinces j they made war with 
* •' Poland, 
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Poland, and in 1461 Marienbourg was 
bcfieged and taken, by the Foies, but re* 
ftored again. From this time their fptarf^ 
dordiminiihed: they grew licentious and 
debauched in their manners, tyrannical 
and oppreffive in their gorernthcnt. In 
1*524 they were totally driven out cif 
Fruffia, under Albert, Marquis of Bnm- 
denbeurg, the thirty-fourth grand mailer 
of their order, and their power ultimately 
abeikbed. 

* a * * 

The caftie of ^Marienbourg confided of 
three detached afldfeparate ftruSures ; the 
firft and moft anjtient was defigned appa¬ 
rently far defence. It was fquare in it's 
figure, iiirrourided by a tcench of prodi¬ 
gious magnitude, The icing of Pruifia has 
fo mutilated and altered this part, by 
converting it into caiernsfor hie foldiery 
iince he took pofiefiion of the town, that 
dll it’s original beauty is loft, and the 
antiquarian fearches in vain for the ge¬ 
nuine 


t JJ7 1 

mane traces of- the Teutonic magnifi¬ 
cence* amid modern bricks and mortar. 
The chapel he has fpaped. There ore 
-two* one beneath the other. I vifited 
-both* conducted by the catholic prieft, a 
man of letters aod polftenefs, to whom I 
am indebted for the greater part of die 
information I gained relative to the feruc- 
ture. Ih the fubterfanean chapel, feveral 
grand maters of the order have been inter¬ 
red, and he (hewed me the (tones undrir 
which repofe their remains. Round themare 
inferiptiona, but the character thro’ thneii 
illegible. The upper one is built in a very 
elegant (tilepf Gothic architenure. At th6 
cafe end, on the outfideof theedifice, inti 
deep nich of the wall, (lands a wooden fta* 
tueof the Virgin twelve feet high, lidding 
the infant Jefus in her arms: it is not 
badly executed, and has fufiered very lit-* 
tie, in the lapfe of fo many centuries, from* 
the injuries of time. One of the grand 
mafecss cre$ed this iougS (bon after tho 
2 com* 
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con^tfiop o£ the c»%, sad $e V#gW 

being the prote&fefc a£ U?uc cnjdfr,.,*^ 

gav$ the name of Maricnboufg 

town and fbrtrefs. It wou^ fcem Jb§t 

svh^n they increafed, in pw*qr> and ptuft*- 

bep of kflighstfr thc fecoipd pftrt q£ t&p 

.caftlevya^, cpnfttu&pcj* It is,qnly divided 

by the trench from the iirft,. 

jplainly built on a different pl$p i mag^f* 

' licence is the charadieriftic, and it.cpq&f^s 

entirelyof apartments,,, public ahdpta^at^. 

The, whole is as yet in great prefervatjp^, 

and unaltered by mbderp motives of con,- 

.Vfnience or policy* The council-ch^tn^ 

her, or fala of conference, is a grand rooq^j 

it is. fquape, being twenty paces tvay 

way. Ip the midfr is a column of anoc- 

tagon form, copipofrd of chip .piece of 
< * 4 
brown granatc,. Ip reading in radii like a 

fap at top, and fupporting the roof, which 

like every other in the building is vaulted. 

There is a double row of windows in it, 

and round, tbrpfddes is a very high franc 

^ bench. 
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bench, whert this khights fait,' On tfiefe 
occafiohs: the rtfc&oire is ftill more fd- 
perb : it is forty paces In length, by 
twfenty In breadth. Three fimifth- pillars 
of an ate fuppott die roof, ,tfie capitals 
■of whiifr are curioufl^ adorned with fi¬ 
gures in sdto-reiievo, reprefenting, as I 
Apprehend, fome of the hiftories in holy 
writ. There are many chambers of a 
fmaller fisse j but tfeefe two merit the mr- 
nuteft Airvey, as they give the moft per- 
'l^icttOtre idea of die architecture o£ form¬ 
er ages, where a fatage fpiendor, and a 
barbarous magnificence, form the predo-, 
trimant character. Round the whole of 
’this ftcond dtaifion of the Cattle is ano¬ 
ther moat, but neither lb broad or deep 
as the firlt. The laft divifion covers a 
longer fpace of ground than either of the 
others, and was doubtleis intended for 
their horfes, domeltics, and interior at¬ 
tendants. ' It is furrounded with a narrow 

■» . A, \ % 

ditch, beyond which is a high wall, 
* ; ' Z 2 flanked 
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flanged wf^ji tower* at fmalt diftiBfle*, 
whiph iprms the qutcr&iqft farrier, . T^c 

Jk 

./^rcutpferepce of the .wjiole. 
does not* 1 imagine, tall frorf of *n,E{>- 
; gii(h mile. Several gentlemen of- the 
town have allured me- chat. the fubtcn&- 
jncan works of this caftleere- no&Jeftrfujf- 
,prifing andvaft, than the ftrcuStufc wh#h • 
.appears above the earth. . They fay, that 
.beneath the firft of the thr<ee edjficesd 
; have enumerated, are three rangescjf Y 9 #i)fr> 
pd cellars one voder the other, i^tq^he 
loweft of which they have defended rfonae 
years ago. I fttould have had both curio- 
j&ty and retaliation enough to have; done 
4he fame, if they had been tcndeepij-.-bnt 
at thit time it is not practicable, the frohqs 
in tame places being fallen in, or o^- 
dlruCted by earth, and the air, being jWP 
noxious apd unwholefome to permit, ifep 
attempt, . Over..the chapel is a very high 
tower, to the, top of which I a&encl^ 
though by. a hcjrrid ftair-rcafc. ahtabftcly 
a. . ^ d«rk» 
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tftrk/and the fteps of* which in many 
pahs arc broken and decayed/ The prof- 
pied from the ifummit richly fepaid my 
' trcfufafe. It extends eaft to-Elblng-, and 
-weft to Dantzic j and below lies (he rich 
"tale watered by the Viftula and the Nogat, 
ttftxfinated to the north by the Baltic.—d 
flatter thyfelf you Will not thihk my ac¬ 
count of this proud refidence df the Teu¬ 
tonic knights either too prolix 6r too mi- 
riut*; as it if, perhaps, the fineft proof 
tifey have left of' their former extenfive. 
tfOnqUefts, • 

V' * • ■ * ■’ * • - 

. •••• The city of Marienbourg itfetf contains 
nothing very extraordinary, ; It was for¬ 
merly the head of a league which com¬ 
prehended twenty-feven fmall towns; ah 
flfuate fn Polifh FfUffia, and #hieh held 
dietihes for the regulation of their police, 
-municipal 1 privileges, fed* This 'little 
confederacy has been long extinft, and the 
tdtvn itfclf fhafed the fame fate as Elbing 
'•• A Z 3 o» 


1 
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06 theftme>d«y, th* Fmfijan < 

irig marched in without refiftancb. TbWtf* 
are at this time 1600 of them here, 
equals the number of inhabitants ia tiki *’ 
piece. ••• 

v - : . v My* 

. Iwfeflt ye&erdayafternoon,.iitcottjjxktsjh 
with twq; very, agreeable young- wrooto*- 
and a gentleman, to fee the Jon&om tofi 
the two great river? of Polish Pmflk/ 
the ViftuU and the Nogat. It> ie mjtf «6 
the moft pidutffque ?nd bewri&l-faiiiP 
ibapes which nature prefeats. I^foodoat 
remind you that the firfV of thefe ftreaotsj 
after having pahod by-the citicAdC Thom 
and Culm* divides into two greet branch* 
<s•:• the vrntfern, which retain? itVegiur 
giual name, 1 fempties itklf -late thofcahfc 
hqyohd Danttic; the eafterft*« caltadtbt 
Nogat, on which Marienbotffgri# ftnuwi 
Ifc'j* peac thirteen mile? from hence tfrlfafe 
ip>9f wherethisdiuifion takes place-vaboufc 
themidway c^^etbotkayera, and the 
. _ k road 
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mad titottoaugh a.dnep y?ood -of etffcstity 
within aoo yards of the point.: Here the 
teem gfe cleared away, and emerging front 
the gfeom canned by them* thf whole 
beautiful fcene burfts at once upon the 
.fight: language, however glowing, can 
dp tittle to paiat it’a beauties j the eye, 
and not die undcrftanding, it captivate!*. 
I .fiood ibfpe animates on thfc extretnd 
ytrge, when die rivers unite, in filont 
domoaplatiofi of this lovely, .psofpefo 
Cfo my. left, was the Nqgaft. ^ho&.ceurfo 
jr vifiUe for Jeveral miles to' tkfc north* 
ttil at is left between the high bank* 
whidh bound k on either fide. The 
Viftelait on the right, and forms a ftrihr, 
fog contract, it’s. hanks being even with 
the water, end the river ittclf is only fn 
he feen ah inoonfiderable .way, on account 
of it's ferpentioe progreft*. A little jfiand 
exaftly at :the junction, covered with 
hnrih-wood, amid which peeps out ah 
nxtibnt decayed bach, forms a finte break 
- - Z 4 in 
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jn,the . Beyoft&ifcappeafs *htp&in 
ftream of the Viftpla undivided# which 
foils along in fijent tranquil maj efty, tm*- 
d#r hanging .woods, which extend >cq t$h 
fouth as far as the horizon. - XhefaiUdf 
Several fiflaing-boats feen on different parts 
of the rivers, leave fcarce any . thing for 
imagination herfelf to add. We drank 
coffee in this delightful recefs, under co¬ 
ver of. the, trees, on an eminence,, from 
whence all thefe objedts were diftin&ly 
obferved. The peafants (for there is a 
hamlet here) brought us bread, butter, 
and cream* I fhould not forget to re¬ 
mark, that the Teutonic knights had fix¬ 
ed on this place as. very eligible, and had 
even confthnfled a finall fort pn the very 
fpot, called Zantir j but it being demo- 
lifhed foon after, they built that of Marien- 
bourg fome miles higher up on the Nogat. 
It was almoft night before we returned to 
town.*—-1 have now only about five-and- 
thirty miles to Dantzic, and as 1 leave 

5 lhi * 
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•tlarpfooe msbeaftcmoori, HmH cbubdeft 
Arrive there early to-morrovr* bat as tbit 
latter is already very long, I difpatch ft 
by jpoft from hence. Mean while, m f 
dear Sir, adieu! 

.•> i 

Your’s, &c. 


i 
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Dantxic, WednelHay, 51ft Aogoft, 1774. 

■ . >.1 

I T is is gardes the whole way from Ma-; 

tieobourg to the gates of this city. 
eroded the Viftula at Dirfchaw* a. httlf 
town moA beautifully fituate oa it’s bankfe.> 
and commanding a view of all this fqrtjjfe, 
country. About an EnglHh mile and,*| 
half before 1 got to the town of Dannie,-, 
I came to the laft Pruffian guard, ■ and; 
entered the territory of the republic* which • 
is at-prefeat dimiaiihedon every fide. -and: 
inverted by buffers and grenadieie of, a# 
abfolute prince. Freedom* it is true, yet; 
reigns within thefe limits* though narrows 
and waves her facred banner on the ram* 
gifts! bpt how long this may continue,*# 
certainly matter of uncertainty anddoubu, 

9 

If the melancholy: fate of Blbicg or Man 

rienbourg. 
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rienbourg can form a prefagej if the un¬ 
feeling rapacity fliewn in the divifion of 
Poland, it’s feudal parent,- and once it’a 
'protestor j if the general tftuit of policy, 

I fhpttld rather fay of qnreftrained avidity, 
exercifed by the court of Berlin in Polifh 
Profits, enables one to determine, it’s £aa| 
extinction is not far off. To what happy* 
otr valuable purpofes, indeed, call the pof- 
feffibn of perfonal independence ferve, 
when the vital ijrittt which-Moe Hup* 
ptidd it is •fled ? Thai# commerce, their 
revenues, theft* tithe*, ftr6. already either 
Ctfztd on, or burdened with- impoftr aad> 
duties which mud eventually' deftmy. 
them*-u»The city icfelftwhiah^noiriagaf 
Poland evdr dared to cnilimrj Which hast 
for centuries known Ac fmeets of me ’■ 
equal * government and • public: liberty ? 
now awaits id trembling expectation the 
hour of it** cMtouffion, and implenr^ 
pferhaps in vain, the powers <ef Europe to 
feve' her irtttn a new -enemy* a icyaaeigd 

. whofe 
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whofe- 'claims ate equally hhexpc&eif at 
Unbounded, itfad who, though apparently 
feftrained from open violence by political 
rooeivp*, watched only the favorable moU 
meat whewtneachery or intrigue ntay jrat 
l»irti into pofifeffiom As 4 member-df 
k-nmaa race, and more peculiarly ar'4hU 
joyi n g in;any own perfon thebleffirtgs Of 
liberty, i feel for an unhappy city, whidi 
hurt once been great and powerful, Bidt 
whole glories will probably foon .be ex* 
dnguiflwd.—Moft or all the firbtttbi, 
which are very populous and attentive, 
araakcady occupied by Fruffian, feldieryt 
wboioh one fide are clofe to the yery fot*^ 
tificatiobs, a'pali£u|o only feparatibg thetoli 
frdn the Dantetc guards. Public ifivUr- 
dona of every nature are prohibited 'by 
dito mag^lhrates, and tbe German comedy 
ktfn one of thofe fuburbswhicb has been 

b 

taken from them-—1 have beeh at fomer 
pains to know-if they are capable'of, mile** 
ing any defence in cafe of- a fiege.- Apd 
i • • pearances. 
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peanpcfcl* op a fijpcifipial viow, - in* 

gUus-one to apprehend they could htoid 

Hut. a very confiderablo lime. They 

taft ft**© dftcipKncd troops, andcpfiopsr 

nogioeers. A«iflery, fhn&amw,, and aunt 

gpuoittop,. an? ia much greater quantity 

tfeau cau hfliwaivtod to their arfeaaisr tfau 

hppghera, capable of bearing ams amount 

(0 6000; their trenches and ramparts 

jrCi very, ifcopg by nature and. art a they 

can lay the furrounding, country under 

tya^r* and the. fiege of r7j4is.net fetch 

old ns to he forgotten, If to all thc& dee 

f^d the ecthufiafm of liberty, whioh is 

alofte. equal to the mod arduous, atchieve* 

fUeuf&s, one is., fully. perfuaded it is not 

the .wprjk: of a day, or of a ( month, tq.bet 
• 

^omp rp after q£ it 1 yet, in contradiiftionta 
%11 this fpeoious difplay of ftrength, I am 
fh% of, opinion, that (hould it ever.Jp 
ipyefted and bombarded by his Pruffiaq 
fty49%, it would, .hold outvery. fiber* 
liqtf.—|t i* potjneceffary.to examine thq 

uniform, 

. % i > . 9 
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uniform, tp made die difference betWee* 
tike ttoopaoftkre king and die ftpublfh^ 
ndcfa is too evident in eviry innneetiWd 
Tile roagiftrates - ha** hot ti*eWll>3i theft- 
part coodu& any paifioBSie-^aKtftfc'liM 1 
the prefewatiw* of theirrighte, and S*4I 
probable ioteftiae confufion would 
•neck s f rom wkfaoot : mop can the-' lll'ihtti 
tdh of the Ruffians in the laft fiege form 
any piefiltnpVioh of a fimflar nature in i 
Rrture one, flnee it is weft known fobS 
fecret political lpriiigs retarded and pt 4 r 
' Vfehlod the rigor of their progreft.'- Theie£ 
however, are merely my furtnifcS, od 
Which no reliance can be made; aVrtf l 
«m inclined to hope and believe* it I? an 
event, which, though juftly dreaded, will 
never actually take place. ‘ A languor add 
k decay is however vifible, at this. tim£> 
ffikough every department; and die V^P 
tula, which, they lay, at the preftnt feaU 
fon of the year, ufed to be covered wftft 
little vcfieh and' boats; is ito longed 

crowded. 
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ftmdid' fo this ©faoxwly 

and difinay, they have notfaUodnto ittf 
«&#*mce from every power «»&*>• 
j$pe which €$9o poffibly ettfcae them > hitt 
from (he ceucti of Ruifia and EagUodt 
they principally hope fear .auk . -Tile 
maxims, the coadutf, the nunifeftoe.of 

the.flrft# have been hitherto fo'tmptss|iti* 

\ 

pus- and' unfavourable to them, that very 
little could be expected' from thenca 
They now flatter themfclvea that the 
peace fo happily concluded, may Change 
the policy of the cabinet of Sh Peterfr 
burgh i and fay, that in the pail be ha rkmf 
Count Panin and not the etaprefs fpoke*. 
*.» *.Bot mi the miniftty of Britain they 
fepofe their grand reliance, and fondly 
prefume to hope, that a nation, the avow¬ 
ed patrons of freedom, who hare purchafed 
and-cemented their own with blood, add 
deemed it cheaply won, will intereft them a 
ftftcs in the fate of a city, which has no 
other pfote&ar. It. it not hurafaaity alonej 
S'* they 
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theyfiy, which (herald induce them to 
it Is not the immortal honor of exteneftfig 
their care to the oppreffod throughout .the 
tsrftb, and of faying to tyranny and do* 
fpotifm, « Thus far (halt thou go :** poll* 
cy and commerce require their interpO* 
fition, and they will find too late, if they 
remain indifferent (pe&ators of our falh 
that England has been' the dupe of Pruf- 
fian artifice and dexterity. 

4 ♦ 

. You will naturally imagine, that fo en- 
thufiaftic a lover of antiquities as I am, 
has-not forgotten to enquire after thole of 
this place. . I am indebted principally for 
my information to two gentlemen, to 
whom I have been introduced fince my 
arrival, Monfieur le Baron Zorn and Dr. 
Wolf, whofe names I ought not to men¬ 
tion without adding the obligations their 
politenefs and readinefs to communicate 
knowledge, ha 9 laid me under. The laft 
of them is animated with a fpirit of inde¬ 
pendence 
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£eadeace worthy Hampden or Sidney 
He refidcd Copxc years fince at War (aw, 
bat quitted it on account of the troubles 
sad anarchy which foreign ambition has 
introduced into that capital. He retired 
to Dirfchaw, about twenty miles from 
hence, built himfelf an obvervatory for 
his agronomical itudies, and remain¬ 
ed there till the king of Pruffia feized 
on the town and furrounding territory. 
Unable to bear a yoke lo galling, he 
kft Dirjfchaw* and removed to this city i 
and he now declares, that when it is no 
longer free, he will eqibark for England, 
where he has already been, and where 
every fugitive may find an aiylum. Hap¬ 
py* glorious country, which can thus ex¬ 
tend its parental protection to perfecoted 
merit of every kind, and whicre freedom, 
ahnoft unknown, from the pole to the 
equator, holds her peaceful and gentle 
feign. 

As 


The 
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• The origin of Dantzic, like that of ah 
snort every other kingdom or city, is 
wrapped in tradition, and fable* fThe 
monks. Who flourished under the Tebto- 
nic knights,.are the oldeft waiters cdmaK^ 
jng* and. curwfity. miift oonteat 
with their accounts, however doubtful, 
as there ire mo.other to.be procured. <A 
colony of Danes, is faid to have founded 
it about the middle of the twelfth century* 
and the name, it now £>ear$ is only A cor¬ 
ruption, of thie wordDanike, which fighi- 
fies Dane. Previous to this ara, it is peer- 
tended the kings of Poland had a fort aod 

^gqvernpr on a hill, at prefent paft of the 
.fortifications, and called from him Hogab- 
. berg; or.Hogal’s hil^ to this day: , The 
-Danes requefted of him as huge a portion 
of ground for their rpfidence as they could 
: circ\jpi(<;rijbe; by .extending their. arms: 

• this jeihiofed axinjle of near two mile*, 
and was the firft or old city. Little is 
known of importance from this time till 

«• * & -* the 


> 
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the year 1312, when a certain Pole, by 
namCPotcammeiv being governor, plotted 
with the Margraves of Brandenburg to de¬ 
liver it up to them/ .The deputy-gover¬ 
nor, aware of this treachery, informed La- 
diflaus the Hid, king of Poland, and they 
jointly called in the Teutonic knights, 
who kept pofleffion of the place, and 
were too powerful to be expelled. Under 
them the new city was built, which com¬ 
prehended nearly the limits, of Dantzic, 
ds it exifts now, In 1456 the inhabitants 
threw off their fubjeCtion to. the knights, 
in concert with theother cities of Polifh 
Pruffia, and became independent under the 
protection of Poland. On the flight and 
abdication of Henry of Valois in 1574, 
that kingdom was divided, one party hav¬ 
ing elected Stephen Baton, duke of Tran- 
fylvania, the other declaring for the Em¬ 
peror Maximilian the lid. Dantzic ad- 
hdring to the latter* was hefieged by Ste¬ 
phen the Conqueror for a whale year, and 
.. A a 2 • was 
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was then reduced to purchafc. a peaee?hy 
a fun-coder of every tog. valuable m*b$ 
pUfe, die plate iethe chuteh&atf 

Hud to have, beeotakco by thetPofc$£ft 
th& eccaben, and the people were. red,ac«f 
tp thccjureaqjeft .indigence. Yc$.jij 
twenty yeaj-s after. So great wcretbe.adp 
vantages of their commerce, they were be¬ 
come wealthy enough to couftru<2 ,q?j£ 
fortifications in the modern manner* ahigf| 
wall: Hanked with fqaare; tqiyer»4nj&? 
Gothic ftile having been till then thqirj^p 
defence. The fiege of 1734 by theJR.1^ 
fiansis yet remembered by mimbers^ec^ 
when Stanifiaus Lefzinfki made hiscfca^y 
through fo many enemies y and they ihovy 
the Ijjpot, without one of t|ac baftion^ 
were 5000 Mufcovites are interred* why 
periihed in an attempt to ilorm tj^y 
town. 


- jr 


Dantzic, though much fuperior either 
to Riga or .Koningfburg* is vef neither 
■; r 5 t elegant 
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eligaotor handfomq. The heufteare k» 
general lofty, And in a® antique tafte. In 
rtofcof the ftreett are trees, Which at this 
foafon of the year- afford an agreeable 
ffitede; but hi the'winter muft be very in* 
t&nVement, • and ought to be remo/vedt 
^Tiebufltfing ufed at prefehf at an ex¬ 
change, merits attention from it’s anti- 
quity t it is a fqtsare chamber vaulted: lit 
the middle is a marble ftatue erefbed to 
Atiguftus the Hid, the late king of Poland: 
Ydu : know hit character, which did not 
merit • many*- eulogiums $ yet gratitude 
could not have conferred higher panegy¬ 
rics bn a Trajan, or a Henry the IVth, 
than flattery has done on him. I vifited 
the arfenal lome days ago, and mufl own 
I was furprifed at the prodigious military 
&orcs contained in it, and the order in 
which they are kept. The man fhewed 
me a fort of mufquetoon weighing thirty- 
fix pounds, 1 which Auguftus the lid is 
laid to have 'difeharged with one hand. 

A a 3 • This 
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This T can well Relieve, as the ptoofo h« 
gave of uncommon /tfen'gth are too nu¬ 
merous and Well atteftfed, ro adfnitftof any 
queftion. In a fmall apartment' of the 
arfenal, Isa very beautiful hoflorary totafc, 
eredted by Sigifmimd, king of Sweden and 
Poland, to the memory of his farther John 
the Hid ; the fame whom you may re- 
mefnbe'r I mentioned in a letter from 
Abo, as having confined his - brother Eric 
in the Ifle of Aland Tit is of Italian Wofk^ 
mariflaipi and firiely executed. SigifnhJrnd 
is faid to have presented this piece to the 
city of Dantzic.—The other public blfltftl- 
ingfe art" not vcxf remarkable. In the 
great'church is a vaft pillar holloWed, 
which, it is pretended, was ahtiently tried 
to immure ecclefiaftics guilty of heinous 
‘crimes. I cannot> indeed, r£adSy con¬ 
ceive any other ufe fo which it.codldhiwj 
been putj and it is well known that fpe* 
cie6 of yuniihment was common in many 
•parts of Etwope, I looked jdown.into it 
; • from 
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£rqgi-4^ove, two iron bars which croft the 
qg/etyng ft t|ie top eafily permitting it. 
Tfrfi ffcptb i$» I imagine, fcrty feet, and 
the ^ttjtre.fjjmenfipnf .within about feyen, 
Thwre is fompfbiog. vfyte Scattered qn the 
ground, which they fay is bop??, but I 
hid ppt /faith eopvgh t<? believeij:. -Oqa 
tnight eafily fatifify oaefejf, at npthiog 
ewd& bp more qtfy thftn tOj iet a man 
down by a rope, fpd draw hin^up again. 
It .would UQt h« <qw$ fq adventurous ? 
defiant, as that of t^e gi?n. at Plymouth 
>n Mr. flake’s yeflel $ an affair which is 
much talked of : here. As liberty of re* 
ijgicyi is publick/y allowed in Dantzic, 
-thtre are churd^s of all kipds, Luthe¬ 
ran, Calviniit, and Catholic: there are 
.hehdfS CpnvetUjs for religion? of both 
Jfcge?,. It is qompute 4 thaf the inhabi¬ 
tants, including, ali the fuburbs, are nQt 
Jkfs dtan .'8o,ooo, Tfc environs are un- 

i 

.poBWnodJy bfaufcfpl, . 

. n ' A a 4 I drove 
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'f drove- Cut laft Sunday toiee tf§e*abxt 
Bey dfORva, 4> celebrated for the peace* 
conducted in ft. The foondatiott of; thd 
convent- is very anient. ‘ dubiflaurf, w 
duke of Pbtoerania, whoerabracedChftf- 
tfahlty, erefted it in 1 17a, dedicating- ft 
to 1 ** thcrhcilj and undivided Trinltyi th$ 
indft Hefled- Virgih, and c St . 1 ‘ E’er Asad ft 
Tft&eindufory dedicationSwefecbmraoak 
'in mdft countries, and wctffoally find 
churches divided between the DehjiotHl 
Ibme favtorite--faint, male oe feaoale^it 
belonged to the Ciftertian order of monk*. 
JThe convent and chureh were deftrcyefcl 
•Sar»3 rebuilt no lefs than eight times s the 
"Teutonic knights, the Poles, andthohe- 
"retic ttuffites, all ravaged it ; the-Dantoic 
■foldiery, laftly, tazed k to the ground ;in 
" 1 577* arid-Were obliged by Stephen'Ba- 
“tori to-ereft it anew as ifiraviftaads. ^n 
£ & black marble- men ament - in the ■ cioyf- 
'ters, is cemfiselftoratcd the padfioqtiowjaf 
r i 'Ofofcu' I- tftffifcttbedtht whole, hat flftll 
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nottroobieyou with it. I neecLool/ fe- 
aund you thfot it was made between tho 
Emperor'Leopold and John Ca&mr king 
of Poland o& one fide, and Charle&Gufta-'i 
v’oa king of Swpdea on the qtb«V who 
died during theratificatiaii of it,. All th^ 
great conquers made bp the latter were rq T 
Hoped bp the‘articles to the crown ofPo,- 
fand. The Monk who attended us, flhewod 
bne the bread. which was converted intp 
ifhsnectheftcry is written in Latin, G Ca¬ 
talan, and Pob&i inthe church;it happen¬ 
ed in 16 ip. Some.of Gnftavus Adolphuses 
‘Lutheran fcldi ery facrilegioufly prefuming 
'to lay-hands on this confecrated loaf, with 
iatentioir to devour it, found it converted 
into ftboo: before their eyes—no doubt to 
their-great aftonhhmcnt. I examined it 
very minutely) and muft allow there.Is 
-■great merit in the choice of the- fuhjedfrr 
this deception. >lt is about the fifee of a 
otwowpedny .rails tod' s e iembla a one,in 
flftpcv .Gntdide is iodeftfftLvrith -a deep 
: v» hole 



i ^ 

bole apparently natural, but, winch was. 
made by. the thumb of this- Swedish fol* 
dicr, ifl the a# pf laying hold pf it, They 
preferye it with great care in a. ftlvcrpafe* 
fud, lifted, I. t^inh it is on?pf t^e heft 
Ktrofcs lever (m> and *s enough tp f cV 
ypnt- ^ut 4 cr a n RiiP future from daring to 
J$«fce fi> freewith. holy bread, 

I I • » • 

a • • ti ,4N • i <• 

x. The abbot’s palac^and gardens adjoin* 
jpg,- ar4 yffyjejegwt s hot fc^rpyenw*, 
jf?bich [amounted ouly tjw y^ars ago to 
; io>ooo ducats(cu-oeVSP^O.pe^DW^ 
•and the land3 the.cppventj which he en- 

t • * » , 

{jg^fd'^nfiiU fovereignty, are npjp all fazed 
fhy-rf¥?ikinfcof(Prjdfia, who allow9nly 
olW docats (abP«t 5591.) fs a penfiqn 
3fl«Wg.iife> pnd.ahoHt ppe that 

if«W,#> keep the garden jn qrder.-J ihe is 
ity-birih.a noWPioan* amiable and bene- 
aVoJent .i^bis «h&H$?r, paft the middle 
r*ge.;©f .life, and uoiver&lly -reipetffcd, 
qWu manky'feels for fuch a .mao# aijd ex?- 
?. : Crates 
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crates the rapacity which has thus reduced 
him 1—But this is nothing—this is even 
generality and mercy, compared with 
other fhories inconteftably authentic. Which 
I have heard here,- re(J»e£ing the Folifh 
nobles, whofe eftates- have been confifca-, 
ted, and their famfftes reduced fr6m k «£• 
venue of 100,000 -ducats* to afefoktfe-lht 
digence, by that monarch. One of thefe, 
■which refpedts a nobleman of 'die higheft 
Tank, is fo truly melancholy, and difplays 
•fuch inhumanity on one fide, and inch 
•virtue and magnanimity -on tbc-other, that 
’ 4 t carindt be heard without tears of ■pity 
and indignation. ’ I could recount it to 
you, as evdry perfon here is acquainted 
with the exalted fufferer; but as the parti.* 

' culirs are already dent to "England for pub¬ 
lication, it would only anticipate-die more 
minute ari.d accurate relation, which a 
few ‘months will probably-prefeM to the 
whole world. • • 1 • 

* r 

I 

• * A Pi«ce Vklue ibdut 99. 3J, of mOreZnglifh. * 

This 
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«' This city has been crowded with Pbflffif 
Mobility> who abandoned their torn ahif 
bleeding country, to take refuge ifr’ifjf 
but' the king of Pruflia having 
threatened to feize into his own hand^ 
aHiheir fcftates, if they do not retain tO 
them, the greater number have-, frotn ifc- 
£&&ty,' complied with his'orders. Th£ 
primate of the kfirgdoih, Count 1 Podotflfcfj 
sttchbifhcJp of • Gnefna, is ftillhirei 4h4 
wiB profeablyremain, as hfc kinds nbfbe^ 
ing fecular,caonot be fequeftercd fofcafiyj 
All the accumulated evils which have UU& 
wafte this miferable country, are only 
natural conferences of it's constitution 
and government, in which almoft every 
political fault and error is mingled; and 
one is only Airprifed how fuch a barba¬ 
rous anarchy has fubhfted fo long. 

I purpofe to remain only a day or two 
longer here, and lhall then continue my 
rout } but as there is not any thing worthy 

i - curiofity 
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curiofity by the common road through 
the province of Pomerania ,tp Stettin, | 
haye determined to take, another, though ' 
attended with fonts difficulties* 7Jiiii.il 
to yifit Culm and Thorp on.the,ViftnJg # 
fu>d.pals through Poihania io Creat,Po¬ 
land to Poina*. where I mpy perhaps Thppr 
a fqw days. Frqm thence I «u$ copfidt 
how to proceed, as the pofl^ are at p**, 
fenjt in, filch confufion, it is not pofflble 
bene; to ftttl# my farther progrefe. . E» 
peflk to; hew 1 from me again mafew 
days. r. t • ,Y:.A 

V ' Tour's, &c. '* 




LETTER XV 1 L 

Stargard in Pomerania, Tuefday, 6th Sept. 1774. 

HOUGH not a little fatigued with 
four days and nights continual tra¬ 
velling, during which I have had no deep 
except in the carriage, I fit down to give 
you the particulars of my journey, and to 
inform you how it comes to pafs that I 
write-from hence, inftead of Thorn, as 
my laft gave you reafon to apprehend.—* 
I quitted Dantzic Friday morning, taking 
the road to Culm through Dirfchaw, 
where I only ft aid to change horfes. A* 
bout ten miles to the fouthward of this 
town, 'I palled clofe to a prodigious en¬ 
campment, and alighted from my chaife 
to examine it. The poftilion told me, it 
was one of Charles the Xllth’s, a name 
- I (till 
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ftill redowtable through all this f>art of 
Europe,; as'much as that Df Marlborough 
is in Flanders. Probably it was made* im 
• 1703 , when he Oterrah and conquered aH 
Polifh Pruffia with aftpnidung rapidityi 
The trenches are of enprmous depths and 
it’s fituatidh is equally advantageous and 
delightful, commanding a view of all the 
plains Watered by the Viilula, and the river 
itfelf. . The fun* fet as I entered the little, 
town of Mewa* where ! croflfcd the rivet 
in. a ferry,, and arrived at Marien warden, 
through the worft roads J ever remember 
about midnight. The centinek at the 
gates* permitted tne co pafe, after having 
denvanded my name, and I drove to an 
•inn, the only one in the city, at which I 
purpofed to remain till next mornings it 
was aboniiderable tithe before my ftrvtttft, 
could Taife any ohe&t this late hoar y and 
when 1 she landlord eathei *he tatd me hj= 
Was ferry* for It, bu(> bed 
hottfe -wafr *Ulteady occupied-: ‘••thUt-i#*? 
' ‘ S brought 
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brought my own be could gtvemeaooeat 
to place it in j but if not, he bad not Cop 
tiling better than dean flaw* to effiritn 
M I muft then, faid I, be contact to pms« 
ceedirnmedistaly, andfhall begUd to bare 
berks as foon n pofibte to the nest pb$ 
in my way to Thom,” “ May I take 
the liberty/’ replied he, *' to afk if Mon* 
fieur intends to return again, or ifhegoea 
farther into Poland ?” “ I purpofc,” «a» 
fwered I, “ to continue my rout to Gna£ 
mt and Pofna j bat as to my farther pro¬ 
gress, it is not yet fixed, as I am uaa*f 
qoainted with the roads and accommodati¬ 
ons : perhaps you can inftrud me.” “ If,* 
find he, “ you are only induced from plea- 
fore and curiofity to vifit thefe cities, I 
would advife you to defer your intention 
till another opportunity. To Gnefn* 
there is at this time no poft; and though 
you may, as I believe, procure hoefet to 
Pofna, yet not only the roads and accom¬ 
modations ace of the moft miserable bind; 

but 
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Wit at this -unhappy jundtare, whet the 
province belongs needier to Pohuid on 
Fruffia, when die Fauxbourgs of Pofrm 
kfclf ore feized by his Pruffian majefty's 
Jbldiery, and Auftmns, Ruffians, or con¬ 
federates, ravage the country in turn, it is 
not, perhaps, in point of fefety, by any 
means advifeable.” “ But how aft?** 
** feidd: there is not any great road to 
Stettin, unlefs I. return to Dantsic, and 
that 1.4m determined , never to dp;” 
" You have only,” replied he, “ to go 
hick ten miles, and repaffing the Viftula at 
. Mewa, turn off immediately for Konita» 
a town in the province of Pomerelfig, 
from whence you will procure poft-horfet 
to Stargard veryeafily, the Prtfffiaos being 
compleatly poffeiTed of the whole interme- 
diate trad of country, and regular relays 
being provided by the crown.. Whatever 
inconvemendes you may find, they ate 
not to compare with thafe you muff in¬ 
evitably undergo on the way through Ppf- 
Bb aapia" 
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aa'nia.” 'I hcfitatcd • ltttlb which: partji 
*0 embrace: I well knew tbit difiwiiltiem 
are almost ever exaggerated,, and can. with 
j alike fay, that. pufiUaoitnMy bt fear ytfnt 
not ao^ong the motives which influenced 
nay deitrmmaskMis* The ftafoo of <hfc 
yeajy which wus.advancing fall-, andwhcb 
the autumnal mins might be • exposed, 
fuperadded to the fcncertainty of paociu** 
Ing even borfcs for Gnefna, made oM 
comply wkh the landlord's advice. I loft 
not a moment therefore in the dx*cbtit& 
of it, but turning about, and tendering him 
thy acknowledgments for his InfprtAfe- 
tion, I made the heft of my Way hack tb 

the town of Mewa, which I reached by 

\ 

break of day. It is fituate bh the badfc 
bf the Viftula, which at 'this part is high 
and rocky, and oppelltd to it, on the eas¬ 
tern fide, are the fields, where Chaik! the 
Xflth routed and cut to pieces abbufr^do 
Poles, who vainly oppofed hispaflige.-^lt 
is twelve tniles from hence to the abbey 
*’ - . * of 
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of Piplaen,' which is accounted ofie of . 
the fincft Gothic religious edifices in theft 
parts. It was founded by a duke of Po* 
tnerania, whole name I have forgotten, in 
the year 1250$ and as it has never been 
demoUlhed and rebuilt, like that of Oliva, 
the architecture itfelf merits attention* 
■This pious duke endowed it very richly 9 
but his present majefty of Prufiia, who 
has no fuch pa&onate attachment as his 
ancestors had for ntonks and monafteness 
has lately ftqueftered four-fifths of their 
revenue, and leaves them, to fing diages 
and chant requiems upon the remainder* 
One of the brothers, a Pole by birth, who 
djpake tolerable French, attended me over 
the building. The altars are decorated 
with a barbarous dplendor, and glitter with 
gold and filver* the.king not having as yet 
laid.hu hands on theft fiicred utenfils.-*» 
Ptook the liberty of alking my conductor, 
to whom belonged a vaft number of bones 
(arms> legs, and thighs) which werepre- 
... B b 2 . ferved 
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ferved within cafes of glafs on ejthpr .fidf 
the high altar. “They, are,” anfwered 
he, “ precious remains of the 1 1,000 yir- 
gins, who perifhed for their adherence to 
our holy religion j we had many more pnc$, 
end. among them two complete fkullsy 
hat the facrilegious Swcdifh foldicry,. an 
ehe beginning of this century, carried 
them away.” Pray do you recoiled, for 
i;mud own I do not, where this marvel¬ 
lous dory of the virgins is to be found, f 
J Twa$ certainly the mod terrjhle dcdruq- 
tion det pucelages , which is to be found in 
“all the hoary regiders of timc,*’. ; aq^ 
mud have done more mifehief in a 
than our modern debauchees can do, with 
all the pains they take, in half a centuqr. 
Nature too, it feems to me, mud hav^ 
been uncommonly exuberant of this deli¬ 
cate plant, in the century and country 
where this L inhuman madaefe was per¬ 
formed | $nce at prefent, though (he gives 
it liberally jo $he whole fq^ yet f<? jdiffy- 
5 ;j cult 
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cult and tender if it to rear to maturity, 
and fo many blighting, winds are there 
which may Mow on it from the four cor¬ 
ners at heaven; that it is great 'odds if 
feme one of them does not nip it's honors. 
I am almbit inclined, for my own part, tb 
<jucfti©n, if my unbounded veneration for 
the ladies did not prevent'me, whether 
under the prefent reign, fo large a number 
cbuM 'be found within die -liberties of 
London andWeftnrinfter.--But to return: 
The monk very politely apologized to me, 
in the abbot's name, for not inviting mb 
to dine in the refedioire, according to 
their ufual enftom with'ft rangers bf every 
rank, on account of it’s being a moft ri¬ 
gorous faft, which permitted them not to 
touch any thing before fun-fet,' and then 
only bread, and eggs: lb I tendered him 
my humbleft thanksj for as to any pecu¬ 
niary ones, he was above thofe j and bid¬ 
ding him adieu, continued my journey'. 
i eat my cold chicken'under the (hade of 
® b 3 
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?a oak* and-as I picked ibobones,:partt$u* 
l#rly thcfe of: the, kg and thigh*. I could 
net help-dunking <o£ the virgins, aad do* 
ploring' the unnatural barbarity whidtafe* 
ilroyed eleven thoufand at once in fnch a 
tmnaeg, .. - » 

. t . i 

' It was ten o'clock;at night when j ar« 
sivbd iat a little village, about thirty mates 
from <thei abbey, rituate doie to o VfrbltS 
of water ina valley, andfo<mucb rrism* 
bling Bibttiy in Qjflbedttnre, ns ibappearoi 
to me by.ftaMight, that l was dJao&na* 
dy to order fopae eels for Tappers The 
Ipndfofd endeavored .tor .periuadtt tne- ta 
ftay fill sno ming, as I h add ve-an d*t minty 
miks to-Kniuta, through eoptirtued fo* 
redis Of hr,, and deep lands, I Would have 
accepted his .’advice; as, to fay 'the’truth, 
I was not totally without apprehenfions 
la thefe woods by night; in an ugfM4 
quented.part of Pblhh Rruffia fbut dfr 
hordkhdbhc&anri ptittfentiai ftfell^e* 

fulting 
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fttfing- done cabins, for they 

tttfio&t bC'cailccb honfts, at every village 
Where I topped, 'made it inapaffiMeiO 
lie-down or farcatbe la them. it therefore 
proceeded, as foon as horfes could be 
proem sad, and about nine Sunday morning 
I got to Konitz. to I entered the. gate, 
mp.carrngc wa» topped by no-lofr;»:peri- 
to»#gft than die ht$, which yvm parading 
throughthe to«©to:h«W up by duAuguir 
tans brier,- and followed by a ranbitede irf 
ibadoltoded Peledi men* women. add obit 
dreniid^l cbyntiagt the ipaf6. I got not of 
ih$ dhaifo *fldr**ltog off nay h#> ordered 
fetfaal to. get bce^fefaft ready at 
4he(ion, wbUelAiudeil among the crowd* 
•and' accompanied them to the gre# 
<tbwrch, where tfcf 4jpe$ad« ^nded.rT-Thb 
is a pretty country -town, tad has been fd&- 
iiuerly fortified with turrets* battiemenfs 
•and trenches* al) whicboreia «*ip. J* is 
-at present better guarded by a complete 
regiment of ftatfoa engineers* who base 
B b 4 been 
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been flhticnetl herefince^it'i feauifi twb 
pears agev -and who would pfuudfe c tbt 
ivJaoLe order of Teutonic knights, if tbep 
fwre alivfc, to difpoflfcfe thaaof itagdiflii 

^ '• *• * "'ll 

i- X hft Konit? before noon, and 
About three miles out of the'read; ft? ft* 
the ruins ofthccaftle of Scblekaw. TM* 
It only inferior to that of Marie ribbtrfgi 
and'was built by the fame perfons. It Id 
furrtmnded on three fides by Ac waters Of 
& fifne lake, acrofs a finaU part of wfrich ii 
a wooden bridge, of near 300 yards'll! 
kngth, entering the grand court. It hrai 
been of great extent, but time has hud 
much of it low. The chapel, the fubtet* 
raftCan apartments, and one very lofty dc- 
tagon tower, are yet in great preftrvtftlonr, 
and may remain entire #6f centUffes. I 
Went into the cellars,- which are all 
vaulted, and Of wondrous magnitude, rtufr 
rang beneath the- whole xraftlc. Olfb 
fpiendid rangt cdf^pattaaeins; repaired dy 

the 
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tbe> Princes Radssnl, to nfaon this fm* 
•refs lately, belonged, iervo to flacw what 
•be magnificence of foitmcr - ages could 
produce-, though th»& are now.fcUmring 
the other parts of the edifice* and are no 
logger. habifabJ*.—After- having: vifited 
every- aocefiiWe corner in the building* ( 
waited on. the catholic pried of thn 
joining vijlage, to procure feme account 
of it's origin and hiftory. He was a vejy 
agreeable ingenious mao* and.rmd% gevft 
mo, all the information in.bis power. Wg 
cpnverfed in- Latin, a language of whic^t 
jhe Poles make, more ufc in converfiitioi^ 
fjian all the other nations of Europe. 
miiefable p ripple in the ftrpets at Konitg 
requeued charity, of me in very pure Latin, 
ip my no fipa)! iurjnize; and 1 found the 
;nn>kecpers frequently ppfiefled of it, 
from this pried I drew feveral particulars 
stot incurious, The Teutonic knights 
btfiit the. csdle of Schlokaw in the year 
£$52* and fu&cefisic grand-ptaddri were 
v lords 
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hftdh of itritt thefrnlddlg ofsdwo dft q en ds 
Jenttny* when the kings'of PolandfitktcH 
odnt, the order-beginning about thatarta 
todoriine in power end greatnais. wna 
Conferred by-them on noble fuqjhoK j -and 
F faw an original charter of Sigiftaewd 
Atignfias, dated in 1*507* which grants <ft 
«$a royal-ft arofty to-Andreas Geefley* on 
fiiKM condition-of ctm^ng-aimed* with u 
many-va{Ttl8 as are. there menriohtd* into 
Ate field* when fi*mtnoaedhya-mandajis 
from the crown. • This, you knotoi vraa 
the antient feudal tenure ovcr‘aff Europe. 
It pafled afterward* into other great fan»~* 
lies* ahd laftly in 166 a -to rile Radxivik* 
whofe defendants pOffeffed it tifl within 
thelbtwo laft years, when-only twelve' 
Praffian Huf&rs drove out fifty of the 
prince 1 s Poliih foldiery, and erected the 
black eagle over the gates.—*Icannot quit 
Ait caftle without one remark on the 
prodigious conqueft*, and exteafive- 4 ©<* 
tnioion of the Teutonic knights? w%b 
«. - - com* 



comprehended the- whole country from 
the frontier of Ingria to the borders «f 
Brandenburgh. When we-'refie&ontbc 
extraordinary afibdation.afa numher> of 
wandering chieftains expelled from Syrian 
coming to found a new empire on. the 
banks of the Viftula, retaining it fdragoa 
undiminifhed, and. equalling: fbverrigaa 
in luftre, it affords ample fubjeft of afto* 
oiihmtnt and refle&ion to a thoughtful 
mind. 

i . » ■ i 

I (lopped to dine at Fredhnt, a ftnall 
town about ten miles from Schlokaw, and 
then proceeded'. If you confult the maps 
of this part <of Europe, you will find a 
large tradt of country between Ffedlant 
and Tempelbourg in Pomerania,' whiefi 
is thus marked, ** Waldow ‘defertum.** 
My road fay'precirely aerdfs this defertj 
which 1 is dt lead forty Engftth’ ihilea id 
length; and is in general barren and hide-i 
•t?s enough.' About One o’clock'Monday 
5 morning 
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morning I' reached Gadrow> a little toWn' 
in Great Poland, where I was fortunate* 

* ,4 

enough to procure horfes immediately^ 
ind got at feven to a village calledTreid- 
nitz, where 1 would mod willingly have 
breakfaded: there was hot any thing to 
be had: the poor man, at whole hut f 
dopped to refrefli the horfes, faid, he had 

* V 

ieen no coffee for fifteen years pad, nor was 
any fuch thing to be had in the village ;* 
but at Tempelbourg, to which I had only 
twelve miles, I might find if. There was 1 
ho alternative; I therefore proceeded fof 
the town he mentioned, and arrived there 1 
about ten, not a little tired. Here begin 
his Prufiian majedy’s rightful and heredi-’ 
tary dominions:—but what an immenle 
addition has he made to theie, by the lei¬ 
sure of all Polifh Prulfia, the bidiopric of 
Ermeland, the free cities~of Culm, El- 
bihg, and Marienbourg, the province of 
Cujavia in Poland, and other inferior ac- 
^uifitions ? Thorn, Dantzic, and Pofiia,' 

mud 
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muft inevitably fall into his hands, unlefa 
fome power interpofes •? and what limit £p 
able, and ambitious a monarch may affix; 
to hispretenfions, is very uncertain., | 
leave it to.fuperior heads to determine 
how far the general fyftem of power i^ 
^ffe<5ted by thefe alterations, of which, 
and the importance of them, you have 
very imperfedt and erroneous ideas in En¬ 
gland. The divifion of Poland, a king-.. 
dpm little, known, though larger than the, 
nine circles of the German empire, will 
coyer pofterity with aftonilhment, though 
the prefent age regards it with indiffe¬ 
rence and tranquillity. This juftifies Car¬ 
dinal de Retz’s remark, that the events of 
our own times, however extraordinary^ 
affeft us faintly, and require time to give 
diem their juft weight and magnitude, 
which are loft by too near a view. 

- * . i 

• • ^ id 

I palled ; through three or T four little^ 

towns yefterday between .^emgelboufj^ 

and 
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this place, which is a diftanoe 0fifty 
mike. Famine and mifery was in euetjt 
one: it was with entreaty and difficulty:!; 
could procure a bit of {ranked goofe and 
fotne potatoes in one of them, and L vf** 
almoft afraid of being ftarved in this 
wretched country. I travelled all laft 
' night, and to nay no fmallcomfort entered 
Stargard this -morning. 1 have been more 
minute in the detail of my journeys 4 ** 
caufe it :laythrough a part of the Pniffim 

dominions very little known of feen. 2 

1 

purpofe to leave this place, to-morrow 
early, my inducement to remain in it tot 
day being more for refrefhmdnt, than 
from curiofity,—The town is pretty large* 
)>ut the bed thing 1 have feen is a good 
dinner and a clean, apartment, which, af¬ 
ter my late adventures in Poliih hovels* 
have a thesihnd charms. The dreets am 
crowded with foldiery, and nothing is feen 
but regimentals. . The paftflions -who 
jirovo mc, the fri&urs, the veiy, peaknfe 
; are 
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* 

a tt all military under this govarmnont* A# 
I-have only five-and-twenty miles to Steo» 
tfny yoti may .expeft from thence the 
deaclufion of this letter. I (hall.perhaps 
" flay there two or three 'days. 


I i * % % 

Stettin, Saturday, 10th September, 1774.* 

npHE rbad from Stargard to this city/ 
lids through the taoft hideous WlK 
dernefs of firs I ever traverfed. • Sweden 
tan prodhee nothing more defolate, mdfd 
unpeopled, of unfertile. The deep ftndd 
render travelling very tedious, and, though 
§ ftt out at four in the morning, 1 did 
not gfet here till one in the afternoon. I 
paid toy compliments next day to hli 
highnefs the duke of Bfevernc he is hi 
tom brand of the troops, and 1 is already pidt 
the antunlit of life*; but a vigorous con* 
*ftitutk>n, and 4 rObtft frame of body, al* 
inoft HcreblfcaU, would deceive ; and con 4 
9 ceal 
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real hi* years, if his hair, grey with age, 
did not betray the fecret. He has worn 
an uniform and boots fo conftantly from 
,his early, youth, that they conftitute at 
prefent almoft a part of his e {fence. I had 
the honor to dine with him yefterday: 
there was a large company, all men, and 
all military.. Every, thing around him is 

* ‘ - • . 4 

in a martial ftile* and his very doors are 
painted with helmets^ batons, and fwords* 
The apartment where we dined wa6 co¬ 
vered with portraits of the officers of his 
own regiment; but war had lopped off 
* moft of them: one fell at Cunerfdorf, 
another in Silefia, a third before Prague. 
Of at leall flatty* Icarce ten are ftill 
alive. He ihewed me what he called 
his arfcnal; a chamber filled with models 
of petards^ mortars, pontoons, and other 
apparatus of war: I ahnoft expected to fee 
the foup ferved up in a flueld: but our 
repaft was not a Spartan one, and lhewed 
that his highnefs did not think the plea* 

furet 
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lures of the table incompatible with tac¬ 
tics and encampments. ' 

, / 

If I have profited during my fhort ftay 
by the honor of this nobleman’s ac¬ 
quaintance, 1 have much more fo of the 
young prince of .Anhalt Deflau’s. His 
generous and-unbounded politenefs to me, 
has deeply affected my heart: I muft give 
you a little outline of him * it m a y poffi* 
bly ftrike the more from opposition to the 
laft I have described. His habit it military, 
for he is likewife in the Pruffian fervice; 
but nature formed him equally for the 
foft arts of peace, and gave him a refined 
tafte in Sculpture, in painting, and in ma¬ 
fic. The furniture and decorations of his, 
houfe forcibly mark this turn of mind. 
His rooms are ornamented with antique 
bulls, and the Venus Calais fronts she 
Egyptian Venus, Cleopatra. He has tra~ 
veiled in England, in France, id Italy, 
C c and 
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t and made a 'campaign 1 fome years ago 
tlagaifcft the Turks on the batiks bT'thp 
Danube. » u If to thefe accompiiflirri 4 lts, 
ate. addedofoanhers the mo$ gehtleByndi 
: elegant*'-ode may readily corrctive^h&ni 
•; •. to-be. a very amiable prince. t Wc Cupped 
.. left night Mte k ttte, ljefng foitfttfdf'J&iy 
...attendant: he gave me a partridge'SrfA a. 
•bottle of : 'Hungary wine; it was' on<^of 
-Horace’s NoSles, canaquc Deum, Wldliut 
ceremony, without that oftentation ( Sid 
; parade, which, commonly rerghs in Hi^jker 
; Jife, add is io deftrudfcive to'gen tithe fejp- 
.piatfe* “I fhould have continued 1; iiy 
jw»rney this morning, had ndt his preffibg 
Solicitations .detained me the day, and I 
come thi$ moment from bidding fifth T a- 

dieu with equal gratitude afid regfet. / 

- « There is ftiU another pie attire, iflPtsa 
^ beicaHcd fa, for which I am ihdefefctPto 
: tjys.cjty | l mean, the. fight of tho fkir 

. - ;VJ*: A i- v captite. 
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. captive, the princefs royal of PrufiU. lit 
. this, thc.flye only pin he gratified it lc- 
; ring moil ftriftly forbidden to approach of 
t ; ipeak to her. I need not relate, or fc- 
: mind you of bet hiftory t it is fufficiently 
known oyer all Europe. She is at this 
time eighf-and-twenty years of age, and 
. has now been a prifoner thefe five years* 
. Her perfort is agreeable, not beautiful* 
i She is of a middle heighth,. finely pro* 
... portioned in her limbs, and very active in 
„.,aU the cxercifes of the.body: her Com-* 
plexion is fair, and her features all hand* 
. iome, with the exception of her nofe* 
\ which is too large, and pointed like the 
.family of Bruaiwic, from which die is 
■ fprung. There is* hoWever* fortiewhat 
trifle in her countenance, when atten* 
fiyely regarded, hot difficult to be ac- 
. counted for. The manner iii which (he 
•j llves is mournful* enough; And may Well 
-.Wipe out the ertole fhe has committed* 
Jn the bloom of her age, fhe is immured 
C e a in 
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in a frightful old c a file-, built in & me-bar¬ 
barous century by a barbarous duke of 
Pomerapia, where fhe has- three--or four 
apartments, which, if fame fays true* fli 
befit her rank and dignity. H$r appoint¬ 
ment amounts only to 7600 dollars of 
Pruflia, which does not make 1200]. a 
year, with which fhe t6 obliged (o provide 
herfelf every thing. Two valets, and 
two fiiles de chanabre, conftitute hec 
houfhold. She ha9 never been permitted 
to go without the gates of Stettin till 
within a month pafi, when this liberty 
was accorded. One or two ladies always 
accompany her, and every female is al¬ 
lowed free accefs; but there are only two 
men in the place who- dare ipeak to oc 
accoft her. Tbefe are the duke of Be- 
yern, and the governor, an officer yet 
more advanced in years. The prince of 
Deffau, though well acquainted with her 
previous to this difgrace, and though h* 
fees her eveiy day, aflures. me, he jhasnef 
5 


ver 
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ver held the flighted' difcoosfe with her. 
I muft own this iff a trial to which my 
fortitude and virtue would be quite un J 
4 qual, and if placed fo near fuch a dange¬ 
rous precipice, 1 fhould inevitably fall. 
The ftory of Araxes has. ever appeared to 
me at more touching' and natural one, than 
Scipto and ins Celtiberian virgin, which^ 
if true. Was probably more the coldnefeof 
te m pe r ament, than any godlike effort of 
magnanimity and felf-reftraint. I had 
yefterday the pleafure to fee her highnefs 
Oft, hotfebaek: (he was habited eri Ama¬ 
zon, and (hewed the greateft addrefs hr 
managing the horfe (he rode. She fat 
aftride according to the cuftom in Ger¬ 
many, and made a very gallant figure. 
1?his whole afternoon I have been looking 
at her from the windows of the room 
where we dined at the prince of Deflau’s, 
OppOfite. to which (he walked for feveral 
hours. Her drefs was by no means 
princely. A jonquil filk night-gown, and 
Cc 3 her 
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her hair veryfimply adorned gayeiyi 
ropm toguefs her quality; hut het { fpQj> 
was remarkahly even t^attrafta^ j 

miration, You will laugh at mefor, t^i, 
minute description, and. thcfc j jeetyrny^, 
the princeis every moment; bpt ; £ 5 anq ; 
touched with her fituatian, apdife^fpr,^ , 
yoMPg. woman, u*ofe futufe <^y?. 
probably be.jlpent in feclufion apd peg^no^, ? 
for a crime, which, from circumftauqp^. 
hardly merited fq lev?re a punishment. 

. I have been fo engaged in fpeaking and 
thinking qf this unfortunate princefs, that 
1 have not yet mentioned a wqrd of Stet¬ 
tin. Indeed, to fay the truth, I know very 
little about it, Therp are a great many 
-houfes, and a great many dreets, two very 
large churches, a river, a quay, and, a$ 
they tell me, a very extenfive commerce, 
The inhabitants are about i6,oop. This 
is th? funi total of rpy knowledge re|pec-? 
ting the place. 

7 I Waf 
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t was on the parade this morning when ' 
the duke- of Severn reviewed the Second 
battalion of the garrifon. They are, in¬ 
deed, maitchfeFs foldiets, and perform their 
various manoeuvres with furpridrig celerity ' 
and addrtfs: and it is with reafon ; we 
fpeak of the Prttfiian exerfcife sis fuperior' 
to any in Europe. I fhiall fet oUt to-mor- } 
row For Strelitz. In the iriean' tide, i 
adieut ’’ 

V 

1 . « • ^ 

♦ « ^ 4 

Tour’s, &c. &c, 
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LETTER XVIIT. 

Yerden. Thurfdaj, a»d $«pte«bqr A 173^* 

I fitted Pomerania about fifteen mifed 
from Stettin, and entering Branded 
burgh, arrived before night at Prcrtflowi, 
'Phis is a hrge town, fituate-ona lakei 
and, like atmoib every otherin Prufiht, 
fall of foldiery. I had only fix miles (Gen- 
tnan ones I mean,), from thence to-Sire* 
litz; bat fo bad were the roads, that! 
did not get there till almoft noon next 
day, though I travelled the whole nightv 
The inaccuracy of their meafurement It 
indeed fuch every where in thefe coun-i 
tries, that it is impofiible • to afeertain, 
with any prdcifion or certainty, what a 
mile is. They have two divifions; the 
clein (or fmall) mile, and the ftark (or 
long) mile. The former of thefe con¬ 
tains generally between four and five En- 
glifh , but as to the latter, I never pre* 
, tended 
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tended to determine how long it Was, fince 
I have found.it now. five, now fix, and 
not unfrequently feven. The duchy of 
Mecklenburg Strelite begins only five or 
fix Epgikh males from the town, which 
i$ fo Surrounded by woods of fir and oaft, 
as not t6 be fcen till one is very near it. 

1 it aid there three days, itoduced by»tftc 
gracious reception I met with from the 
duke. Ho was at a little palace of re¬ 
tirement, which he has-built about four 
miles: front Strelitz, and called Adolph’s 
Picafure. It is fifuate on the bank of 

2 final! lake, but the country, except 
an inconfidfcraWe traft immediately round 
the houfe, is covered with groves of pro¬ 
digious thicknefs. During winter he re- 
fides at New Strelitz, where' he haS a 
much larger palate, and a court, as a Sove¬ 
reign prince. I had not the honor to lee 
the princefs of Mecklenburg, a very levere 
fit of illncfs having confined her highnefs 
to her apartment for fifteen ditys before' 

my 



my arrival. The town of (Mi! 
fmdll, and as the dukes have not fiad^afiy J£t . 
palace there for many years ?r eon- 1 
tains nothing, at this timd;“tb dravir i 3 '’ 
ftranger -to Vifit it. I left it this dky 1 
vennight, and took the road of 
acrofs Brandenburg. I (topped at Mi- 15 
row, a little town near the frontier of 
the. duchy, to lee a palace, where,' His ’* 
highnefs had informed me, her majefty 1 
the queen of England, and all the ducal ! 
family were born. ; It is a handfome 
(trafture, hat unfumi(hed af this tHnrii * 
and very rarely vifited by the reigning 1 
duke. Continuing my journey all that 
day, and the cnfuing one, through th6 
Prytfian territories, I arrived on the bank 
of the' Elbe in the afternoon. It is a no¬ 
ble river, though here at a vaft diftance - 
from the fea, and divides the marquifate '* 
of Brandenburg,' from the duchy of Lu¬ 
nenburg. I eroded it in a ferry, knd 
landing oq the oppofite fid? in the domi-» 

bioqs 
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01909 pf toy pafivc fpvercigff, got to Dap# - 
ceberg* a little town, the fan?* night# 
The moon Atone very bright* ,, and asl had, 
yet between fifty and fixty miles tp Zdl, ) 
J was detcrnpned not to.loje- a moment* . 
The landlord^ who fpoke French* *xp*~ 
.tiatqd with, great eloquence on, the bad-;. 
pels of the, road, and length,of the mile*. - 
to Ultjjen, the next place on my way* 
There is ootj faid he* a village between 
■ pjmneberg and it; anjl - fuperadded i; t$ 
thif. You qauA not expert tp be there ban 
fore, fix o'clock to-morrow, motning. nil 
account of the fapds, which are the deep n 
e^ and heavieil you ever paffed, I thercs 
forf ordered horfes at five nejet day* in thn 
certainty* as I apprehended* of reaching ' 
Zell. the fame night * but I was difap- * 
pointed* aqd again obliged to lie at a 
wretched hpufe* where however the hoft* 
to comfort toe* Aid the preieat king.of 
0Wfd?n . (frpm a fiuulaF.OcpelSty, I pnjr. 

, &“«>) : 
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ft me,.} hadtaken op his lodgirigfame*fc# 
years age« • • * ’ • * 

. I : 

I entered Zell kfl Sunday morning, and 
did. not quit it till yefterday. I had the 
honor, after being prefented, to dine witk 
her majefty the queen of Denmark on Mon¬ 
day. Thcprincefs of Brunfvtic hag bfen 
hero above a fortnight on a vifit, the dtfr 
lance from Bruniwie to Zell being tery in-- 
oonfiderable. I own l had a high cation 
fity to fee this yatrag forereign, whOfe- 
hifeory tod misfortunes have already ft 
much intcrefted all Europe, who W 
been driven in she bloom of life from 1 
throne and kingdom, which were wot 
worthy of her, and whom, I doubt not,' 
future time will fee recalled again to it; 
with univerfal confent. You remember 
the fete of Mdry of Medieis: her power, 
her exile, her return ; they conftitute the 
ftbjedt of Rubens’s immortal gallery in 

the 
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tbe .Luxembourg. The reunion-of ChriP 
tian the Vllth with his queen, tmy fofat 
as nohle a ftory for the pencil of genius, 
as that of Louis the XIIIth with his mo¬ 
ther : but where, in this century, (hall 
we find a Rubens to execute it? 

The Caftle of Zell, where her majefty 
refides, is detached from the city, and fur- 
rounded, in the antient Rile of defence, 
with a very bread moat full of water. It 
is large, of a fquare form, and was built 
by one of the dukes of Zell, before the 
duchy was loft in the Houfe of Hanover. 
The country on every fide is barren/ 
(body, and unpkafant. It is forty miles - 
to this places and as dreary a ride as can 
be. imagined. At a little more than' half 
way, <?n the.fouthcm fide of the river Al- 
ler, is the little palate of Aldeh, celebra- 
tffd’for the imprisonment of tbe cledtrefe’ 
Sophia, wife of George tbeJKL Here (he- 
didd, a (hort time before the accefiion of 

her 




i 39® J . 

Tier fbn, the lite king, to the crowd* 
It is faid, that he once made an attempt 
fo fee her, while under confinement, and 
, ’having feparated himfelf from his atten- 

,, ■ ' ? '5 1 J 

" oants in hunting, came unexpectedly,to 
the houfe: but the nobleman to whom 
v fhe care of her perfon was confided, re¬ 
fund him admittance, and prevented the 
' meeting of the prince and his mother. 

‘ . A 

’ I always apprehended Yerden was a 

• •, • j > p 

much larger and more important city 

than I find it to be. The cathedral is ail 
* * • 1 
ofejeft of curiofity, from the remote anti-* 

. . •/ 

quity to which it’s foundation afcends. 
It is faid to have been firft ereCted in the 
year 786 by Charlemagne, after his con¬ 
quers over the Saxons. The portraits of 
all the bifhops, from that aira to 1566, 
when the Lutheran religion fbpplanteii 
the Catholic, are pointed on the walls of 
the choir. -1 could not"help fmiling' at 
the fit lb Ofrthfcm, who was, as it appears 

by 
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by the inscription over his head, a feipt, 

a count, and all abbot; but who, notwitb- 

» « ^ 

landing all his titles fecular and occlefiaf- 
tical, was murdered foon after his inveftj- 
ture by the pagan Saxons, who paid do 

fort of deference either to his coronet-or 

. . .. ' 

‘ crofier. The prefent cathedral is by nd 
means, however, as old as Charlemagne: 
St was built about the middle of the.four¬ 
teenth century, the former one having 
been reduced to allies in 1313. An anti¬ 
quarian might find ample food for inveftj- 
gation in it, the whole internal furface pf 
the ground being paved with tombs, on 
which are effigies $id infcriptions, the 
firft mutilated by the tread of frequent 
feet, and the latter almpffi now illegible. 
Before the high altar, is a marble monu¬ 
ment of cofely workmanship, ere&ed to a 
Philip Sigiftnund, born in 1568, and who 
, waa both duke of Lunenburg, and bifiiop 
.of Verden, At prefent there are no 
bilhops, the foe being totally extindh .. • ‘ 
- I need 
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1 need not remind yora tfkt the city of 
Verdeh was purchafed by George the HI, 
froto Frederic the IVth, king of Den* 
mark, who had rendered himfeif matter of 
it, during Charles the Xllth’s refidcnca 
in Turky, to whom it previoufly be¬ 
longed. It is ftill fubjedt to the crown of 
England. The town contains only about 
500 inhabitants, exclufive of a battalion 
of Hanoverian foldiery. It lies along the 
bank of the AJler, hot has not any trade, 
and the buildings fufficiently evince it’s 
poverty, being veiy mean. I have only 
twenty miles from hence to Bremen, 
where I hope to arrive this evening. The 
carriage is at the door. Expett the con* 
clufion from thence. 


Bremen, Sunday, - 25thSeptember, 1774* 

• * 

'JpHIS is a great city, a rich city, and 
a commercial one; but I cannot fay 
I think it very agreeable, or contains 

much 
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much* to gain a traveller's atteotiob: - Was 
human life of double the limits nature has 
affigne d to it, one. ihould not be tempted 
to vifit it more than once. It muft be 
allowed, indeed, that commerce is not 
my genius, and that I likewife faw it to 
fame difad vantage, not being provided 
with letters of introduction, as 1 had not 
intended to have included it in the plan 
of Day tour. By the help, however, of my 
landlord, to whole good offices neceffity 
has made me a debtpr, I have feen every 
thing deferring attention here, and fhall 
leavd it this afternbon perfectly ft defied 
with my ft ay. One .of thefe has' appeared 
to me lo extraordinary, and is in i tic If, 1 
-apprehend, lb very Angular, that if I 
had not been an eye-witnefs of it, no tef- 
timony would have convinced me of it's 
reality ; and if it was Hot of fuch a nature 
as to be univerftllyekamtned, I Ihould 
fear you would doubt my Ver&ity. -1 al¬ 
ways apprehended that human 'bodies af¬ 
ter death, if interred, or expofed to the air 
withodt any preparation to defend them 
P d from 
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.from the attacks of it, would-of necefij# 
corrupt,..become offenfive^-OJid petrify. 
The. art of ,erab(aUning. is. very .antjpnt, 
And was invented to preierVe them from 
.this inevitable consequence of death ; h. ut 
that they may remain unputrified for cen<- 
turics without any fort pf. artificial ^id, -I 
.have Seen fo inconteftably proved JG nee ray 
.arrival, that I imagine not the (hadow of 
.doubt can remaip about it.—Under. ttye 
cathedral church is. a vaulted. apartment. 
Supported on pillars; it is near Sixty paces 
lpng, and. .half as many broad. , The 
light and air are constantly admitted into 
it by three, windows, though it |afevestl 
ftpt beneath the. level of the ground.: H tat 
vare five large oak coffers, rather thaiwjqf- 
.fips, each containing a corpfc. I examined 
jtheat IcyctaJly-for near two hours; ..The 
t fpo|l cptioijif and peffefh is that of a wa- 
,lh.ao? iT{aditiofl.%*,.,ff»e was an Engiifli 
.fpqntef^. jy|m ^yjng here, at -Bremen; .ap- 
hp^y. to,jbfc pJapod in thifr-vaplt 
tb^ap^ehsntfpn that, hor 
.f4ffwnfe*y«pukl caufR. it .to ho. bought 
*7 • , - 9Y«f 
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4Vif t6 Her native country.* ' THiy fay ft 
h&skdnfceres^pytari. Though the 
'tauifcolar 'filin’it totally dfifed in evefy 
part, yet ib little are the features of the 
fate funk or changed, that nothing is more 
certain than that the was young, 1 -and even 
beautiful. It is a fmall countenance, ' 
rouhd in it's Contour*: the cartilage of the 
ndft and the noftrils have undergone no 
alteration': Her teeth are all firm, in the 
foCkeis, but the irs sore drawn away from 
over thedi. The cheeks are fhftink in, 
but yet lefs than t ever remember to have - 
'fetti id embalmed bodies^ The ! hair of 
her head is at this time more than eigh¬ 
teen inches long, very thick, and fo fail, 
that I heaved the corpfe Out of the coffer 
by it: the colour is a light brdtvn, and I 
out off a fmall lock) Which is as freih tod 
glofly as that of a living petfon. That this 
lady was of high rank feems evident from 
the ext rem e hnfenefs Of the linen whids 
covers her body j but I have in- vain en¬ 
deavoured to procure any lights into her 
hiftbry, her title, or any other particulars, 
D d z though 
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though I have. tak«a 
that pvcpofe T4t 

whq with me, kid the remembered it 
fat ftfty yw* pftft.dWg i which titW 
there h oat the k«ft perceptible staemtfciit 
ia it-r^ha, smother coffer it thebpdy of# 
^whtBBn,, wbo.is ftd.ta.bayjp tmftfckdrtflf 
the chwch* and vu kWed hjt lthtiaiia 
H»s.ieat«rea,eit«we. thfct moA Sarciblyte 
pjttaeme agony ia marfaed in them r Ut 
mouth i*j»ddft.qp8t» and his ejBcWtJthft 
fame; .the eyes are dfiod up. Hwbmft 
t& unnaturally difopded, and his wh*M 
frame bttrsys a viojentj death.—A Uttk 
child who died <*£; the ftaaU^ox is ftiil • 
moreeetnftrkabk. The marks of the pu& 
tutes* wbkb hase.hmhoR the Arm acthU 
Jisuwfc. and- head, are aery dhbernibfei 
sad ?D£ flwu&Uyppekthat a body which 

died: of fuch a di&emper,. waft eoateifri* 
a.bigh.dsgree the fqpds-afi pvtf^aSioq^rr 
.The two, o.th^.eofpk? : are aot Whewirar 
ordinary. There* ara ip this vault Jrkfc- 
wife turkeys, hawks, weafeis, -and other 
animals*. which have hc?a hung up bftrew 

iome 
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i mw Very fctbly* 

•ad arete dieted! complete pMitikt^M t 
the-'fcub fe»te; feSth*?*} ttll’uftihdred' 
The owrii <tf Ateiphftfcdtaehdft i» doubt* 
toft the dryneftofthe place where they are 
laitfc Ifteih rtitl -to itek m MfZther. 
Thr UiigtArms-tib hbt pd^lWt tft*eitf$ 
ft*(h hckito8 he bfought hert, and there Is 
fltbwrraiwea chamber fthtoh ha 
die feme property. It wouW haVt matft 
Mi^dteeltoirt bHrihie two or tlttcte bdntu* 
tfeoego ih proper htrtfdi,;’ bOt froW •mah«- 
khhl^rt growh'Wd'wffe. ' ; 1 • 

,;» . . 'i . .•*" * * 

■ '‘This city, y*ott know, h cdeb/Sfteti for 
tttabld hock, The Witte israfl brought 
from the banks df tfftTUlitfe By farid car¬ 
riage!, and depdfitecHn the publte ceHate. 
Theft are WondrcAiily capacious; tiihnlrtg 
heneaththe Tdwn-JSotffefdnd ; Exchange; 
btlr’atie not ctmipaf&Ble in hVa^rirficeftcfe 
fcTthiHe I hare feed* afCTyras in PWtu^W, 
Ttftbttgfiig to the*Marqil3i dei fo tribal, 6 *r 
dttife'df Conftanfft aftfibCape- of Gootf- 
‘Hbjft. •• There«Is 1 -ofib* parfKfilat 1 foottt, 
' * D d 3 called 
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called the JtofiV'wheaeittep«Mep-wxue»;A 
tkey r%, *af *7Q jreare ©y**fl» 4 ; fcro which 
they 4&;;feyten doHifi (ar\2;^s.) i ^j|x)tAf'j 
betfiris nothtat thifc-timfttodr^ will 

i. .*• *» • .*. • •{•• -i{j ;o *:« * Ini-'-H'J 

Bcemee 4S.£^iatcr,^:iJ»etiftm© $iv$n;is. 
’Vsrdwf# bgfebej-edtris k 99 wnby,tho wto/t 
Wfc tfe6 Wc^l* Ve&bi -of iburdemltyt , 
kmchc - w -fifteen; -nfcdes^jpelqw . ihtfei^r, 
there being ftdjkieot depth of .w^r 
higher ; up. Jt, cop tains- 45,009. inhaler 
.tftnts, and, U is. faid*, vy»aid e»pe cxg#*i 
Hamburgh in con^e^cj}, if,the tlye^jfsp 
apt an impediment. It is a free city, under 
f^e :protedUoo of the.eppige, apdfi^jes<ji|- 
ielf a republic on the money ftrvqh h$rp. 
The king of England* a* eie^orjjf.Hag- 
over, has, however, fome important rights 
within,the,place; and apt onjy the cathe¬ 
dral belongs r; to him>. .Iput a con£$era^p 
number.of buildingf, pubjip- and^priv^p. 
He poflefle^ huswife, q fppqiep offqpjffjp 
jadicatoriai power, as, though thq n ffl jjjr 
grates taj^e cognizanfe pfi aU Crimea vip^jp 
the tczrjitqrj of. Bremen, his delegitp^r 
‘ 1 * ' bailiff 
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ha&flf ttbafckri. 

4ificaeioat*.<thhegh kept in vary good.oo 
der,.at# of mo xonfeqaehcc, m\ ftrepgilie- 
the ibofigefbknnyiin the6eidiis eveftnufi* 
ter; andiduringthc laft war,, French oc 
EoglUh-weas alternately neceiped duta the 
: as. < «hey\«ppearbd behux; it^-.j^he. 
Aile ©ffcufidingchere is horrid ; I thought 
Hyfetf :at EUbiogagain, ail the wppcrdcHi 
■fits beipg at this time, or having; been: 
granaries*/ add; totally uninhabitable; It 
•hat a mad gmtefquc appearance to* (the 
tfa ' though fcmroy of tfaokixtre aowttkt 
fttiiedegtee modernized; 1 lUiedteets are 
tU narrow: rthe quay is thte ohly plcs&faot 
ftitit ofthecky, as it- is broad, and coot* 
maadeaview of the water. ■ ■ ■ 

■■■ * •• • • • . . . . 

' By thtmunitfpal laws, 4U thhracfcof 
Abraham is excluded from the capacity 
Of trading and refitting here; of- at lead 
there is lb tfigh a duty laid* oh their per¬ 
ils, that a-tAari may remain here a cen- 
Wry, ffoppofe, aim'd not fte tkit, it amount¬ 
ing to no led than a ducat (or near res:) 
• a day. 
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arityr* Thw^adaftenbwogiptodfe t&& 
Ipcaftic rcnnrin&rtbe Jobatekaocs' thetas) 
fairor Whkfc,.iwh*dierj^^ aot^i pur 
bo judge. Hamburgh has adopted a contt 
trary policy,, and. admits iadiicrihrinately* 
tfcefo people** with EttrOpdan mriooSL tn 
aftscratiseiwenr, t koow ^e<*hieh nifi^ 
ba Jtbe wifeft.meafixre; bBrcestflfeUythfci 
htttr.il the maSt generous* < dad Tbr catfa d a 
xgreater philanthropy; . ;ffl arery<gotfeptft> 
ntent barr’di.it’s gates to thtfa 
of Paleftine,, ah’cadyilaboactn^ttnder dx^ 
enffrofdtfpeaisav witbwst taictass*. ,witb«* 
oat political ilrength, w h crp rt mft they dip 
for afylvm 2 Thor cbamSbetri^a he &ttv sup 
sum&od* is .net-m neb in the® fartr, aiwMP 
am not at all. fur prized at (their ..atttuat* 
paffion for idolatry, fince there are very 
few of tbeiT^<l imagine, at thiathne, Who' 
would nolhpvy down hefore>agoideft o4lf ; 
fet up in .London or Atn^egdani, &s thefe' 
anccftors did- before that in* * The • 
principle, indeed* might he fcmowbatdift^ 
fewnt, though k has always feCpied -to 
me, i as if the inlrinfic ; udh*e of the. fit# 
3 calf 
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oalft ednifctotni' the; maftraioafcfc port in 
the. .opinion «f> to* woriiuppefis: i*lf«y 
why didinot Aaron makfc him^cf bcaft jw 
«Kri ■;<'■•••«' « J : -- 

■ v[; :; :r i 5■ > . - ''’l 

• f Fktlufcflad 

tipsn mtrawd in thhraty, antLJi^c^ho 
fitpate.ifc Tiberius's urns* theytiwill at* 
adqiife:th*'god* o£ibangeta.. Plcafimb 
under, e^ory fbape, of dance, .aS ronwriy,» 
of mafque, leans peculiarly hateful. She 
Ins*. indent^: Jasdyillalo in, ».«agr!kid-.‘ 
lord feclWme^ enctaa mcntkduring'rtfcB- 
TOfittm^ih^th&ibun c£i anttst^ tx tbe. 
oabMfai tea^,cd > Jh*<bu*gpinafles^; who 
hiare endeavored to. pnafaiibc r4fcis.uo§ttsa* 
cedented refinement. The molt polite 
mafifftJr of fpeoding an evening known for 
feveral centuries pail in Bremen, has been 
that of meeting in fmall boxes about 
twenty-feet long and fix wide, in the 
public cellar, where they drink hock un¬ 
der a cloud of fmoke railed from their 
own pipes. One may fwear thefc are 
the genuine defendants of the antient 1 

Saxons, 


Spoons, who imagined thejoys < 5 f heaved 
to confift in drinking ale out of die fkulls 
of their enemies ! Women, die only ve* 
nial objeft of idolatry* feem not here to 
hold any rank in fociety, or to form the 
conne&ing charm which binds the jarring 
principles of. human nature together. 
Man, Solitary man, meets to doze, tp 
drink,, and to difpute. The very idea is 
odious landdiigufHng; , 

• . 1 **-»•* 
- 1 hope to reach .Hamburgh TodHaJr 
morning ind fhall .probably write yon 
once more from thence, before X emtark* 
as I purpofe, on the Elbe for EngiamL 
Mean while, I remain 

Your devoted. See* 
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LETTER’ XIX. 

. - ; 

• * 

Hamburgh, 30th September, 1774, 

f T is a defolate and dreary ride frcrtl 
. Bremen to this place, acrofs the fandy 
and unpeopled heaths of Lunenburg. I 
got to the fouthern bank of the Elbe 
Monday afternoon, and from thence en¬ 
joyed a beantiful profpedt of Hamburgh 
at the diftancecf two leagues. It makes 
a noble figure, and, as the fpace which fe- 
parates it from the Daniih town of Alter 
na is vtry inconfiderable, the two places 
appear to' form only one magnificent city, 
which covers the fide of the river for three 
pr four miles in length. I lay at Har- 
burg, which belongs to his Britannic ma- 
jefty, and crofTed over Tuefday morning. 
The fliort ftay I (hall make here, prevents 
me from giving you, as 1 intended, a de¬ 
scription of Hamburgh. 

I have 
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I have now compleated my propofed 
tour round the Baltic, and after a journey 
of near 3000 miles, (hall gladly revifit my 
native country, and repofe myfelf a few 
months. The wind is fair, and I am 
promifed, or rather flattered with a favo¬ 
rable palftge to Hull; though, as the ri¬ 
ver itfelf is eighteen German miles to the 
embouchure, it may be very, tedious. In 
the expectation of a perfpnal interview, 
j eemaia, , • 

My dear Sif, 

Your's, See. 

% 

\ 

Wraxali., Jun, 
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ERRATA. 

Page 79, Line 10. for il y en afTez, road il y en a aJTez 
100, —— 18. for palace, road place 
102, —— 13. for value about iad. rood value 
about gd 

143, — 15. for their defe&, road that defeft 
155, — 1. for way to this, road way to do this 

155, -19. for Delecarlia, read Dalecaiiia 

161, — 2. for and would, read and I would 
214, — 3 .for Royal Yachts, read Imperial 
Yachts 

243,—— 14 .far Princefs Elizabeth, read the 
Princefs Elizabeth 

261,- 6. for hardly a per lion, road hardly 

any perfon 

265, —— 5. for Prince Dolgoruhi, road Prince 
Dolgoruca 

316, - 5 and ft. for who appeared more lavage 

than Y ahoos, read who appeared 
lei's favage than thefe Yahoos 
397, — 19. for Alden, read Ahlden 
405, — 21. for Clyras, read Oeyras 
411,- 9. for Altena, read Altona 



